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On that first Thanksgiving
the Pilgrims thanked God for
His protection and for sustain-
ing them physically as well as
spiritually. They knew "‘from
whence” came their help. In a
strange land where they had
to depend upon their own wits
and the help of their God, sur-
rounded by the cold forces of
nature and the hostile inhab-
itants of a new land, they knew
that their own strength was not
enough. Their help came from
God and they gave Him the
thanks.

Today we too often look to
Washington, the government,
the UN. and so many other
agencies and tend to forget that
all the power of these are still
dependent upon the acquiesence
of God. Without the over-
shadowing of the Almighty
every government and agency
would be impotent. It is time
we began to look “to the hole
of the pit from whence we are
digged,” and the "rock from
whence we are hewn.” Now is
the time to go behind the tran-
siencies to the Eternal, and give
thanks.

Waseca, Minn.
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EVERYTHING
Has Its Price

by
Robert Collier

IN HIS ESSAY on Compensation, Emerson says:
“What will you have?” quoth God.
“Pay for it, and take it!”

How can we buy the things we want at the counter of God? What
pay can we offer? .

Perhaps the answer lies in the ancient Law of Karma. Karma is
Sanskrit, you know, means “Comeback.” It is one of the oldgst laws
known to man. It is the law of the boomerang. Jesus quoted it when
He said—“Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”

In the parlance of today, it is—“Chickens come home to roost.”
Even in science we find it, as Newton’s Third Law of Motion—“Action
and reaction are equal to each other.” Ella Wheeler Wilcox expressed
the Law beautifully when she wrote— ‘

“Give love, and love to your heart will flow,
A strength in your utmost need;
Have faith, and a score of hearts will show
Their faith in your word and deed.

From Riches Within Your Reach, Robert Collier. By permission of Collier
Publishing Co. $3.89.
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“For life is the mirror of king and slave,
"Tis just what you are and do,
Then give to the world the best you have,
And the best will come back to you.”

One of the best illustrations of the working of the Law lies in the
two seas of Palestine, the Sea of Galilee and the Dead See. The Sea
of Galilee contains fresh water and is alive with fish. Green trees adorn
its banks and farms and vineyards spread all around it. The River
Jordan flows into it, and all the little rivulets from the hills around
feed its sparkling waters.

The Dead Sea, on the other hand, knows no splash of fish, has no
vegetation around it, no homes, no farms or vineyards. Travelers give
it a wide berth, unless forced by urgent business to use its shores. The
air hangs heavy, and neither man nor beast will drink of the waters.

What makes the difference? The River Jordan empties the same
good water into both seas. So it is not the river. And it is not the
soil or the country round about.

The difference lies in the fact that the Sea of Galilee gives as it
receives; for every drop of water that flows into it, another flows out.
Whereas the Dead Sea holds on to all it receives. Water leaves it only
through evaporation and seepage. It hoards all it gets, and the result
is that the water stagnates, turns salt, and is good for naught.

“Unless a kernel of wheat fall into the ground and die,” Jesus
told us, “it abideth alone. But if it die, it beareth fruit.” In other words,
if you put your kernel of wheat safely away to keep, you will never
have anything but a kernel of wheat, and in time it will mould and rot
away, but if you sow it freely (let it die to you), it will bear much
fruit. It is another way of saying—“Cast thy bread upon the waters
and it shall return to you after many days increased an hundredfold.”

In all of Nature, the only known law of increase is that you must
give to get. If you want to reap a harvest, you must first plant your
seed. If you want to increase your strength, you must first break up
the muscle cells, and stimulate them to divide and grow.

Division and growth is the way that all of life increases. Watch a
single cell at work in your body, in a plant, or in any form of life. What
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happens? It first divides, then each half grows until it reach_es_ i.ts normal
size, when it divides and starts growing again. Without division, there
is no growth—only atrophy and decay. You must divide to grow, you
must give to get.

John Bunyan knew nothing of the law of cell growth, but he
expressed it just as well when he wrote—

“A man there was and they called him mad;
The more he gave, the more he had.”

And Moffatt had the same thought in his couplet;

“One gives away, and still he grows the richer;
Another keeps what he should give, and is the poorer.’

Even the thoughts we send forth return to us laden with a harvest
of their kind. That which we put into our thought comes back into
our lives, because for every thought there is a response, a return of the
pendulum we have started swinging. It is the Einstein doctrine of the
extended line, which must return to its source. N

There is no use saying you have not enough money or abilities
to be worth starting with. Just remember the parable of.the talents.
The servant who was given five talents put them out at interest and
made more, as did the one who was given two talents. But the servant
who received only one talent felt that it was too little to d_o much with,
so he buried it. And you know what happened to him when the
Master came back.

Start with what you have and plant your seed, no matter how
small and unimportant it may seem. You remember Jesus told us that
the Kingdom of Heaven (or Expansion) is like a mustard see‘df
“Which indeed is the least of all seeds, but when it is grown, it is
the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the birds of the
air come to lodge in the branches thereof.”

What you have to start with can hardly be smaller than the tiny
mustard seed. If it can grow into a tree, think what your seed may
grow into.

“Do the thing and you shall have the power,” says Er_nerson.
“But they that do not the thing have not the power. Everything l_las
its price, and if the price is not paid—not that thmg.but sc.)meth.mg
else is obtained. And it is impossible to get anything without its price.
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For any benefit received, a tax is levied. In nature, nothing can be
given—all things are sold. Power to him who power exerts.”

“You are not higher than your lowest thought,
Or lower than the peak of your desire.

And all existence has no wonder wrought

To which ambition may not yet aspire.

Oh man! There is no planet, sun or star

Could hold you, if you but knew what you are.”

The key to power lies in using what you have, for use releases
more_power, just as using your muscles builds them into greater
muscles, and failing to use them makes them weak and useless. “The
one condition coupled with the gift of truth,” Emerson tells us, “is its
USE! That man shall be learned who reduces his learning to practice.”

And Goethe expressed it even more strongly when he wrote—

“Lose this day loitering, it will be the same story
Tomorrow, and the rest more dilatory;

Thus indecision brings its own delays

And days are lost tormenting over other days.
Are you in earnest? Seize this very minute;
What you can do, or dream you can, begin it;
Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it;
Only engage and then the mind grows heated;
Begin, and then the work will be completed.”

C=

BY RALPH W. SOCKMAN

ON

THE RECEIVING END

Before me lies a letter of thanks
from a man who wrote it to peo-
ple who had sent him gifts. Here
is a passage of it: “Not that I
complain of want; for I have
learned, in what state I am, to be
content. I know how to be abased,
and I know how to abound; and
in any and all circumstances I
have learned the secret of facing
plenty and hunger, abundance and
want. I can do all things in Him
who strengthens me.”

If we could only discover how
to be content in both privation
and prosperity, much of our rest-
lessness and anxiety would van-
ish. Our composure and even our

character are so often cracked by
sudden changes of financial cir-
cumstances.

Which is harder on character—
a change from prosperity to pri-
vation, or from privation to pros-
perity? It has often been argued
that the rich are more likely to
go wrong than the poor. Such
arguments have good Gospel prec-
edent, for Jesus often warned that
the possession of things is prone
to inflate the ego and to dull the
sense of need, so that the pos-
sessor of things lacks the humility
and hunger which opens the soul
to God.

However, there are temptations

Permission Bible Society Record, Nov. 1961.



6 CLEAR HORIZONS Fall

of poverty as well as of pros-
perity. On the one hand is the
temptation to self-sufficiency, to
self-indulgence, to hard-hearted-
ness; on the other is the tempta-
tion to self-pity, to envy, to bitter-
ness.

The Epistle from which I have
quoted was written in prison. The
writer came from a family proud
of its heritage. He had grown up
in the social prestige of his group.
From all of this he had been
ostracized. He had been cast off
by his own countrymen; he had
suffered the cruel distempers of
fickle crowds, sometimes being
welcomed with applause, only
to have the mob turn and stone
him. But he clearly shows that
he knew how to be abased with-
out becoming sour or self-pitying
or bitter.

Some men so school themselves
while they are poor that, when
they become affluent, they keep
their heads and their ideals. It
is largely in the time of prosperity
that we need to acquire the qual-
ities which can keep us contented,
no matter how under God we
find ourselves on the receiving
end.

At a village blacksmith shop I
recall watching the blacksmith
take down roughly shaped pieces
of iron from a nail in a rafter and
put them into the flaming forge.
Then he would pound the white-

hot iron on his anvil and thrust it
into the water. I never knew just
what part the heating and ham-
mering and cooling each played
in preparing a horseshoe, but to-
gether they somehow toughened
and shaped the crude iron until
it could stand the beating of the
horse’s hoof on the hard road.
And when I consider this letter of
thanks from Paul to the Philip-
pians, I feel that I am standing
before God’s forge, watching Him
transform the temperamental Saul
of Tarsus into the saintly Paul
who could endure all things with
courage and contentment.

As again we approach our na-
tional Thanksgiving Day, when
we count our blessings, many of
us find ourselves in privation; so
let us also look for the secret
which made Paul able both to
abound and to be abased.

Paul felt that, whatever state
he was in, he was getting more
than he was giving; and he was
grateful. He saw himself, no mat-
ter what, on the receiving end.
And so should we. When we start
to count our blessings, our memo-
ries go back to Calvary, and our
hearts well up with gratitude.
Taking it all in all, whether we
are in plenty or in privation, we
are on the receiving end. For this
and for His Holy Word we give
thanks to God.

What things soever ye desire, when ye pray,
believe that ye receive, and ye shall have
them.

Believing
Is
Seeing

Clifford Richmond

Did you ever stop to think just
how much of our daily lives is
built on faith? You went to church
and it never entered your mind
to wonder whether or not the
church would be there. You sat
down upon the pews and it never
occurred to you that they might
not hold you. You go out to start
your automobile in the morning
and you are amazed if it doesn’t
start. You press a button and
never debate with yourself as to
whether the lights will come on.
You enter a restaurant with never
a thought as to whether food will
be available or whether you will
be served.

Our whole monetary system is
built on faith. Most of our finan-
cial transactions are carried on
through checks, just “promises” to
pay. We never see or actually
handle the money. Even the

“greenbacks” we handle are not
money. They are just promises
that the United States government
will pay the holder so much on
demand, or that so much is de-
posited in the United States Treas-
ury to back them up.

Most of us have a reasonable
amount of faith. We act upon it
and find that our faith is well sub-
stantiated and that life flows along
with a certain degree of smooth-
ness and satisfaction. Why there-
fore, do we make religious faith
such a problem? Faith works in
the spiritual realm the same as it
does in the material realm. The
blessings of the spiritual life come
to us through faith the same as
the blessings of the material life.
Jesus said, “According to your
faith be it unto you.”

Now faith isn’t something we
pray for. The Bible tells that

7
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“Faith comes by hearing—and
hearing by the Word of God.” In
other words, faith comes by
“knowing” God’s Word and “act-
ing” upon it. Faith is believing
that God will do what He said He
would do. Faith in our secular
life depends upon the word of man
—Man’s integrity. Faith in our
spiritual life depends on the word
of God—God’s integrity. We be-
lieve the contractor will build us
a safe, dependable house and we
move in and begin to ACT on that
belief and find that our faith is
substantiated—that the floors will
hold us and our furniture; that
the lights, stove, refrigerator, fur-
nace, etc., will work. BUT we
must ACT on this before we
KNOW it to be true. We believe
in the integrity of the contractor
and we ACT on that belief and
then WE KNOW *“all is well.”
You could stand outside your new
home with doubt, wondering
about this and about that and
never REALLY know whether
everything was all right or not.
You BELIEVE first, THEN you
SEE!

So, BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Not the opposite. Jesus stated this
law in the words of our text:—
“What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye re-
ceive them, and ye shall have
them.” The lame man had to be-
lieve that Jesus had healed him
and make an effort to rise or he

would have remained lame the rest
of his life. When Jesus said “You
are whole,” he believed it, even
though everything seemed the
same. There were the lame limbs.
But he had faith in the word of
Jesus and contrary to all appear-
ances he started to rise and HIS
FAITH WAS SUBSTANTIAT-
ED; HE WAS WHOLE. He BE-
LIEVED, then he SAW!

This is perfectly scientific. It’s
a law of life. Alexander Bell had
to believe in the reality of the
telephone before he ever saw it or
he would have never seen it. Ful-
ton had to believe the steamboat
was possible or he never would
have invented the steamboat. Col-
umbus had to believe in a new
world or he would never have dis-
covered a new world. In the realm
of science we BELIEVE TO SEE!
They who say “Seeing is Believ-

/ing” never invent or discover any-

thing.

Faith is ACTING on what you
believe is true. You give me a
check and if I have faith in you I
thank you and go to the bank and
cash it. Or I may not even cash
it; I just deposit it to my account.
I get the benefit of the check by
ACTING on it. Now, I could
intellectually say “I believe this
is a good check. I believe Bill is
a man of good character and will
stand back of his check,” but if I
never cash or deposit that check,
it will never do me any good. So

1962 BELIEVING

it is in the spiritual realm. We
can intellectually believe the Bible
—God’s promises; but if we never
ACT on them they’ll never do us
any good. God told the Children
of Israel; “Every bit of land you
walk upon, I'll give you.” Now
they could have intellectually be-
lieved this, but they would never
have come to possess any land un-
til they started WALKING. The
Bible is full of promises. THEY
and what they promise ARE ALL
OURS FOR THE TAKING. But
we must step out on these prom-
ises. We must act on them or
they’ll never do us any good.
“Faith without works is dead.”
As we ACT we SEE. George
Muller sat down with his Bible
and began to read the wonderful
promises of God. He read these
words of Jesus: “What things so-
ever ye desire, when ye pray, be-
lieve that ye receive them, and ye
shall have them.” He believed
these words. He believed they lit-
erally meant what they said:
“WHATSOEVER — BELIEVE
— HAVE —" He saw the great
need of the homeless children of
his day. He knew it was God’s
will that they should be cared for,
so he took it to God in prayer
and claimed the promises. He be-
lieved the MEANS would be pro-
vided. He depended ENTIRELY
upon prayer and faith to meet
these needs. He never solicited
money directly or indirectly. If
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they needed food he asked God
for it and GOT IT. If they need-
ed coal or more buildings he
prayed about them and GOT
THEM. Thousands of dollars
came in, buildings were erected,
hundreds of orphans were cared
for, and countless needs were met;
all because a man REALLY BE-
LIEVED and WENT AHEAD on
the BASIS OF THAT BELIEF
knowing that what “God had
promised He was fully able and
willing to perform.’’ GOD
NEVER FAILED HIM.

What God did for George Mul-
ler He will do for any of us if
we have faith.

Agnes Sanford, in her book
“The Healing Light,” tells how
she used this principle in helping
people. There was little Billy,
who had a leaky heart. She talk-
ed to him about God and His will-
ingness to make one well. She
tried to increase his faith by ask-
ing him to play with her a “pre-
tend-game.” “Pretend you're a
big buy” she said, “going to High
School and you’re on the football
squad. Shut your eyes and see
yourself holding the ball and run-
ning ahead of all the other fellows.
Imagine them saying: “Just look
at him run! Gee, he’s strong! I
bet he’s got a strong heart!” Little
Billy was urged to play this game
each night after saying his prayers,
as well as many times during the
day. A month later when Billy
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made his visit to the doctor his
heart was pronounced “perfect.”
This is just another example of the
working of the principle: “What
things soever ye desire, when ye
pray, believe that ye receive them,
and ye shall have them.” Believ-
ing IS Seeing!

The whole thing sums up in
taking God at His WORD, THEN
ACTING UPON THAT WORD.
How important it is that we
acquaint ourselves with God’s
word. How are we ever going to
know our wonderful privileges as
Christians unless we know just
what God has promised us? What-
ever your need may be, turn to
the Bible and find the promise
which will meet that need and
ACT UPON IT. If you need
WISDOM, remember the Bible
says: “If any man lack wisdom,
let him ask of God who giveth to
all men liberally.” Ask God for
wisdom, believe He gives it to you,
thank Him for it, then step out
and start making decisions and
you’ll discover a wisdom not your
own available.

If you feel woefully inadequate
for life and its problems, remem-
ber the promise: “My Grace is
sufficient for you, for my strength

is made perfect in weakness.” Ac-
cept this supernatural strength as
yours. Repeat over and over: “I
can do ALL things through Christ
who strengthens me!”  Attempt
the impossible! See yourself do-
ing it! Thank Him that that’s the
way it is going to be. And that
is the way IT WILL BE!

The Bible contains a promise
for any need you might possibly
have; but remember: When you
step out on a promise, leave the
fulfilling of that promise to God.

'When you plant seeds you do not
| keep digging them up each
'see if they have sprouted.\ You

ay to

trust them to the soil and the sun
and know that you will not be dis-
appointed. So don’t keep taking
your problems and needs back
again and again and start won-
dering about them. LEAVE
THEM TO HIM—TRUST HIM
—AND HE WILL BRING IT
TO PASS. You once having ac-

- cepted a promise and having step-

ped out upon it, it then becomes
GOD’S RESPONSIBILITY.
HE'LL NEVER GO BACK ON
HIS WORD! HELL NEVER
LET YOU DOWN! BELIEVE
AND YOU WILL SEE!

Ce=

Man was created to live in fellowship with God, be-
cause God longed for this companionship.

Cransformation

God’s power is universal, wait-
ing to be used and absorbed by
all those who will freely open
their minds and hearts and souls
through faith to let His life flow
in and through them. For those
relatively few persons who have
perfect and complete faith, for
those who have humbly asked
God to cleanse them and rid them
of their faults, the flow of God’s
power is more continuous and
sure: their lives become harmon-
ious because they are in right re-
lationship with Him who knows
all, sees all, loves all and yearns
to be all in all to us, His children.
But most of us stumble and floun-
der on the rocks of self-will or
self-righteousness or pride. We
believe with our hearts because

By Anne S. White. Permission of
Paul, Minn. $1.25.

By Faith

ANNE S. WHITE

we thirst for the “living water,”
which once tasted, leaves a thirst
that cannot be quenched by any-
thing less. Unfortunately for us,
the sinful weakness of our carnal
selves makes us vacillate; we are
lured away by the temptations of
the world into ways God never
intended us to walk—ways that
therefore do not really satisfy our
inner yearnings. Made in His
image and breathed into by His
breath of life, man was created
to live in fellowship with God be-
cause God longed for this com-
panionship. Because God does
not desire a forced obedience of
puppets He created in man a
mind, giving him freedom of will
and choice. Adam and Eve, tast-
ing of the apple of the Tree of

Macalester Park Publishing Co., St.
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Knowledge of Good and Evil,
symbolize man’s consciousness of
right _and wmng,,_m.a.ns freedom

tunately maﬂ rebelled—and he
does it yet today—against God’s
plan folen_.Lo__]uLe_L tune with
Him in the Garden of Eden, as
the Bible symbolizes it. So man
must choose his way: either to
live by the world and its values
or to live under God’s grace, or
spiritual guidance and protection.
God stands as our wise and loving
Father, offering opportunities,
whispering inner prompting, re-
vealing spiritual truths, baptizing
us with the Holy Spirit of Truth
and Love—all those who in real
trust open their hearts and minds
and ask Him to enter into their
souls and dwell therein.

But what about those of us wh
are weak? Those of us who wan
the fullness of joy and peace of
God in our lives—yet waver and
stumble over each stone in the
path of life, held back by each
wrong thought pattern and thwart-
ed by each wrong behaviour habit?
We start the day fresh in our de-
sire to live in God’s Kingdom of
Love and Peace but soon we find
that we have fallen from it be-
cause we are unable to control our
thoughts and emofions, and there-
fore, of course, our actions.

The safest plan is for us to open
our hearts and lives to God the
moment we open our eyes to the

Fall

morning light: to pray with
thanksgiving—yes, thanKkTully, not
supplicatingly—for to beg is

imply od is not willing to
answer our pleas, or, at least, that
we doubt His willingness. Too
often we

affirm His love and protection in
thanksgiving is to manifest real
trust. Praise of God is also t

conditioning of our own hearts to
receive_that which God _has long
been waiting_patiently for us to
accept. The Bible is full of His
promises, made not only through
the prophets but more especially
through the life and teachings of
His Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ.
But, instead of grafting these
romises into our hearts, we read

/them hesitantly, wishfully, as if

they were only true two thousand
years ago but had become empty
words today. We mock God when
we limit His promises. How ridicu-
lous we are to imagine that God
who created such a wvast and
orderly world (including the mys-
tery of procreation even in the
simplest forms of life) cannot and
will not take an active part in
sustaining it! Are we stupid
enough to suppose that God has
no eternal purpose for man, the
highest form of divine creation in
a world that is eternal and limit-
less?

Christ taught us that the King-

r_more,, be- \/

—ﬂék-m—nu
fore we have truly thanked Him’
for what He has already given. To

v

1962

dom of Heaven or Love must
come in our hearts first before we
are ready to become part of God’s
ultimate plan for us, becaus§ with-
out that overwhelming love of our
fellowmen we dare not be trusted
with His power) Just as sin is
anything that s€parates us from a
close relationship with God, so
Hell is any place where we feel
we are separated from God.
Heaven and Hell are within us on
this earth, depending upon
whether we use our own free will
to choose the harmony of Christ’s
Way, His Truth and His Life—or
whether we obstinately insist up-
on choosing our own human, fall-
ible, mortal, finite and sinful way
of life. Of our own selves we can-
not live 2 God-like life; and, so
long as we try to evade Christ’s
way, we bring upon ourselves
sorrow and trouble, with at best
only fleeting pleasures. Even if we
attempt to imitate Christ as mere-
ly a great leader, we are doomed
to failure and discouragement.
Only when we, doubting Thom-
ases that we are, acknowledge
Him as “My Lord and Md”;

only when we offer up to Him our
vsins, our weaknesses,..our, hopes

and our lives, asking Him to enter

TRANSFORMATION BY FAITH 13

into them with His redeeming,
purifying Love, His divine Wis-
dom and His Guidance—only
then, can we “do all things
through Christ, which strength-
enth me.” (Philippians 4:13).
We trade in our stubborn wills
and in return we receive the Joy
and Love, the Courage and Peace
that faith alone can give. We live
thereafter “in this world but not
of this world;” so its disappoint-
ments, sorrows, and fears cannot
hurt us, for our eyes and hearts
are lifted above the material,
perishable desires and the vain,
selfish strivings to be fixed joy-
ously and lovingly on the Good-
ness of God. We know that we
need only surrender our will to
Him in faith so that He may guide
us, protect us, strengthen us, up-
lift us with His abiding Presence!

As long as we walk humbly
trusting in God’s wisdom and care,
that is, as long as we “erase our-
selves” through complete faith in
Him, His regenerating Power can
flow into and transform our lives
spiritually, mentally and physically
—because our minds have come
under the control of our souls
which are filled to the brim with
love of God.

C=o



Love, faith, and constant desire to do
good—these are all beautifying qual-
ities of the spirit of God.

Beauty of Godliness

by

Fred A.

One of the definitions of the
word beauty in my dictionary is
this: “An assemblage of perfec-
tions through which an object is
rendered pleasing to the eye;
those qualities in the aggregate
that give pleasure to the aesthetic
sense; qualities that delight the
eye, the ear, or the mind.”

There is the beauty of the
physical and there is the beauty
of the mental or spiritual, which
not only can accentuate the phy-
sical but also can build it. The
facial features of a fine spiritual
character, even though plain by
nature, can be beautified by the
Spirit of God within.

Why is it that the pictured face
of Jesus almost invariably is por-
trayed as a beautiful one? It is
not because the artists were famil-
iar with the face of the Lord, for

Barrow

we have no recorded description
of the Master’s physical features;
but because they were acquainted
with the written record of the
spiritual beauties that were His,
and have done their best to trans-
late them into physical beauty,
they having knowledge that beauty
of spirit stamps itself on the phy-
sical features and shines from
them. The beauty of Godliness
cannot be hidden; it is bound to
make itself manifest.

There are parchment lamp-
shades that by daylight appear
rather drab and uninteresting but
that become things of beautiful
design and color when the lamp
within them is lighted. Even so it
is with men and women who un-
der natural circumstances appear
unattractive; when God turns on
His light within them however

Permission Unity Magazine, March, 1962.
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they become beautiful and attrac-
tive. Godliness beautifies even the
plainest visage, and it accentuates
physical beauties already existent.

“After all,” wrote Washington
Irving, “it is the divinity within
that makes the divinity without”;
and the divine always is beautiful.
It was Socrates, the Athenian
sage, who lived four hundred years
before the birth of Jesus, and who
was anything but physically beau-
tiful, who used this little prayer:
“] pray thee, O God, that I may
be beautiful within.” Socrates be-
came beautiful within, and beauty
and truth shone from his lips and
from his actions, although this
was not recognized by the un-
spiritual ones of his day.

Love, faith, and constant de-
sire to do good, mercifulness, sym-
pathy, patience, forbearance, ten-
derness, truthfulness, wisdom—
these all are beautifying qualities
of the Spirit of God; these are the
qualities that can give glory to the
visage of a man or a woman.

Our physical features are ours
largely through inheritance, be
they plain or be they beautiful;
but our spiritual features come to
us direct from God, and they are
all beautiful and beautifying.

Several years ago I wrote for
the readers of Unity a story about
an artist seeking for the qualities
of Jesus in the faces of his fellow
men so that he might combine
them into a picture of the Master

Himself. His search ended in his
own development of a Christlike
face. When we earnestly seek and
constantly seek that which is good
and true and beautiful, we our-
selves shall become good and true
and beautiful. We shall put on
“the beauty of holiness,” which
is immeasurably superior to mere
physical beauty, for it represents
goodness and truth; and physical
beauty is not always combined
with these virtues.

Beauty lies in ‘“qualities that
delight the eye, the ear, or the
mind”; therefore beauty must pos-
sess power, that is, the power to
give delight. “It is neither wise
nor honest to detract from beauty
as a quality,” wrote Lew Wallace
in his fine story “Ben-Hur.”
“There cannot be a refined soul
insensible to its influence. . .
Beauty is of itself a power.” Yes,
and a healing power. We take
beautiful flowers to those who are
sick, and their beauty delights the
ailing ones and assists recovery.
You will recall how the Master
spoke to those anxious ones about
Him, telling them to “consider the
lilies of the field,” which, cared
for by God and without toil on
their part, became such gorgeous
blossoms—a healing thought to
those sick with anxiety, those who
heard His words and looked up-
on the flowers.

We were seated on the veranda
of a summer hotel, overlooking a
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beautiful lake with tree-clad
shores, when my friend, a phy-
sician said to me as we watched
the beauties of a magnificent sun-
set: “I wish I could have a lot of
my poorer patients here to enjoy
these beauties of nature. It would
do them more good than any med-
icine I could prescribe.” He was
conscious of the healing power of
beauty. Then he thoughtfully
added, “I always get a powerful
spiritual uplift from watching a
beautiful sunset or sunrise—and
the good Lord knows how often
we physicians need such an up-
lift.” Then I ventured to ask him
what he considered the greatest
healing factors in life; and after
short consideration he replied,
“Prayer, faith, beauty, fresh air,
and cleanliness of body and sur-
roundings, and don’t transgress
the laws of nature and nature’s
God.” 1 inwardly smiled; he
would give such an answer.
He was not a handsome man,
but the beauty of godliness shone
steadily from his rugged features.
He was a true follower of the
Great Physician and there was
healing in his face.

“Beauty is but skin deep” is a
shallow saying. True beauty comes
from the depths of the spirit
which is unfathomable. The fruits
of the spirit are both beautifying
and healing. Love beautifies and
love heals. Faith beautifies and
faith heals. The desire to do good

beautifies and also heals. Mercy
beautifies and also heals; “blessed
are the merciful.” Sympathy beau-
tifies and sympathy heals. Patience
beautifies, and it also heals:

“How poor are they that have
not patience!
What wound did ever heal but
by degrees.”

Forbearance or self-restraint beau-
tifies and heals. Tenderness or
compassion makes for beauty, and
it also makes for healing. Truth-
fulness and wisdom give beauty
to both word and deed, and they
too have healing properties. How
beautiful then must have been
Jesus, in whom were all these
qualities! What power to heal He
possessed! Now, are any of these
beautiful and beautifying qualities
just skin-deep?

One of the surest proofs of the
value of things either material or
spiritual is man’s impulse to imi-
tate them; for who would try to
imitate the worthless? We as
Christians strive to model our life
after the likeness of our beloved
Master. We endeavor through
study and prayer to become like
Him. We aim to put on the beauty
of godliness that was His; and
interwoven into the fabric of that
beauty is the power to heal sick-
ness of body and depression of
mind.

May God give to you the beauty
of godliness.

Henry P. Ferguson

ONE SHINING HOUR

None of us can tell at what moment we step into
a child’s life and with love and faith, turn him in

God's direction.

The late movie mogul Cecil B.
DeMille, reminising shortly before
his death, recalled an incident of
his youth which had a profound
effect upon the rest of his life. He
described it this way:

“When I was ten, our com-
munity church, in order to stim-
ulate interest among parishioners,
decided to hold services every
morning at eight o’clock for a
week. Since we couldn’t afford a
resident minister one was brought
in from the outside. I do not re-
member his name. But I shall
never forget his strong kindly face
and his prominent red beard.

My father, who was very active
in the church, sent me off one cold
and rainy morning. I walked alone

to the small wooden sanctuary
through a murky gloom. Upon ar-
riving I could see that no one was
present but the red-bearded min-
ister and 1.

I was the congregation.

Embarrassed, I took a seat,
wondering anxiously what he
would do. The hour for the serv-
ice arrived. Surely he would tell
me politely to run along home.

With calm and solemn dignity
the minister walked into the pul-
pit. Then he looked down on me
and smiled—a smile of great
warmth and sincerity. In the con-
gregation sat a solitary child but
he commenced the service as if
the church were crowded to the
walls.

17
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A ritual opened the services,
followed by a lesson reading to
which I gave the responses. Then
the minister preached a short ser-
mon. He talked earnestly to me—
and to God. When it came time
for the offering, he placed the
collection plate on the altar rail-
ing. 1 walked up and dropped my
nickle into the plate.

Then he did a beautiful thing.
He came down to the altar to re-

ceive my coffering. As he did this,
he placed his hand on my head.
I can still feel the thrill and sen-
sation of his gentle touch. It won
my belief and strengthened my
faith. The spirit of truth was in
the church with us that morning.

None of us can tell at what
moment we step into a boy’s life
and by a demonstration of love
and faith turn him in God’s dir-
ection.”

20

Harvest Prayer

Louise Darcy

Oh, may my gratefulness be deep,

A thankfulness that is sincere,

For all of God’s abundance now

That richly crowns the autumn year.

When I behold ripe harvest wealth,
My heart must ever overflow
With gratitude for all the good

Our God pours down on us below.

LOVE &

PRAYER

Kermit R. Olsen

Love in its deepest and most
profound sense is wrapped in the
fabric of our beings so much so
that when we live contrary to the
law of Idve, we develop all kinds
of physical and mental disabilities.
Resenfments, hatreds, jealousies
play havoc with our bodies and
minds. When we can’t stomach a
person, we are headed for diges-
tive trouble. When rancor is in
our hearts, we are setting the stage
for a cardiac condition. When
hate and fear thoughts dominate
our minds, we are paving the way
for mental illness. So true is all
of this that the eminent psycholo-
gist, Smiley Blanton, summed it
up in three words which he used
as the title of his book, LOVE or
PERISH!

It is impossible for a person to
hold resentment and rancor in his
heart and remain a healthy, whole-
some, happy individual. That is
why it is so essential to forgive
and even bear good will and in-
telligent love to those who have

hurt you. So Jesus said, “when
ye stand praying forgive, if ye
have ought against any: that your
Father also which is in heaven
may forgive you your tresspasses.”
If we have grudges, resent-
ments, prejudices, and unforgiving
thoughts in our minds at prayer,
we impede the flow of prayer.
God’s power doesn’t come through
until we have removed these ob-
structions. To receive God’s for-
giveness, we must also forgive. If
a person says he will forgive but
not forget, he hasn’t really for-
given and must face that fact.
Frequently a person will ask
God’s forgiveness but not forgive
himself. Refusing to forgive him-
self, he lives in torment, frustra-
tion, and misery. He will try to
lose himself in his business, in
some profession, and even take to
tranquilizers or travel in a sub-
conscious cffort to run away from
himself, but eventually he must
eradicate the guilt feeling or it
will destroy him. He must accept

From Magnitude of Prayer, by Kermit Olsen. Permission, Fleming H.

Revell Co. $2.00.
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God’s love and forgiveness, if he
does not, in reality he is not trust-
ing God. He is, in fact, saying
that God will forgive others but
will not forgive him. He is limit-
ing the power of God and denying
that God can and does forgive. He
is forgetting that the cross reveals
an eternal fact—forgiving love!
Christ praying, “Father, forgive
them,” is one of the basic mes-
sages of the cross. Christ suffered
for us and forgave us. We must
accept it. Al

~“Wien we ask for forgiveness,
then, we must accept it as our
God-given birthright and stop con-
demning ourselves. This was one
of the differences between Judas
and Peter. Judas could not for-
give himself for his betrayal of the
Christ and subsequently he de-
stroyed himself. Peter also be-
trayed his Lord by denying Him
at the time Jesus needed him

most. Judas betrayed his Lord
because of a |weakness for money.
Peter betrayed—hi rd-te- save

his_own_skin. He was afraid, a
cringing coward, yet in spite of
forsaking the Christ and denying
Him three times, he accepted
Christ’s love and forgiveness that
he knew were there, and forgave
himself. Consequently, instead of
his life ending in ignominy, he
became a rock and the most cou-
rageous of the disciples—invinci-
ble, steadfast, and true.

We are human and to be hu-

man is to err. We must accept
the fact that we are human with
human frailties. To,err is human;
to forgive is divine. As itisGod’s
prérogative to~ forgive, it is our
duty to accept that forgiveness and
to forgive ourselves and go on to
be ever greater instruments to ex-
press His love.

This forgiving, selfless love has
tremendous power, transforming
power.

We all need this love, in fact,
we can’t live without it; conse-
quently, if we are denied it, ser-
ious results follow. From the very
beginning of life we must have it.

Children thrive on love, and
without it their personalities be-
come warped, so that they physi-
cally and mentally deteriorate, and
starving for affection actually die
for want of love.

An article entitled, “They Heal
Heartsick Children,” relates how
volunteer women go into the
children’s ward at Bellevue Hos-
pital and give unhurried love to
children, which actually heals
these little ones. These women,
through love for the children, give
medicine which cannot be found
in any capsule form, but medicine
without which babies weaken and
relapse into idiocy and older
children tend to fade or turn de-
liquent. The women are regard-
ed as indispensable. Dr. Randolph
A. Wyman, the medical superin-
tendent, said, “We could no more
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do without them than we could
do without penicillin.”

As far back as 1909, doctors
were noticing in very young child-
ren in hospitals the effects of the
lovelessness illness called by the
various names of hospitalism,
emotional starvation, or depriva-
tion of maternal care. During the
1940s two New York doctors, Dr.
William Goldfarb and Dr. Rene
Spitz, working independently,
found that this type of loveless-
ness sickness could permanently
impair sanity or even kill.

Dr. Goldfarb studied thirty
children of similar heredity at the
age of thirty-five months, half of
whom had lived in institutions, the
other half having lived in foster
homes. The institution babies had
been kept in separate hygienic
cubicles and handled only in hur-
ried episodes of feeding and
changing until nine months old.
At nine months the IQ of the
children in foster homes averaged
96, but the institution group
scored 68 and were seriously re-
tarded and bordering on mentally
defective.

Dr. Spitz brought even more
somber news. He tested 103 bab-
ies cared for by their mothers
and sixty-one in an institution, for
DQ (developmental quotient, sim-
ilar to IQ but concerned with total
growth. At the age of four
months, both groups showed
above average DQ, a result main-

tained by the mothered group
throughout the test. The institu-
ion babies, however, began a
slump which at twelve months had
become grave retardation of both
mental and physical growth.

In another hospital, Dr. Spitz
examined ninety-one infants who
had good physical care but no
play with adults, with one nurse
for each ten babies (there wasn’t
time for play and affection). As a
result, 30 percent of the infants
suffered a breakdown with death
from minor ailments in the first
year. Twenty-two percent were so
damaged mentally as to be class-
ed as idiots.

That such damage can be last-
ing was demonstrated by Dr.
Lauretta Bender. Working back
into the case histories of over 200
children with serious mental and
emotional handicaps, she discover-
ed one common factor—depriva-
tion of maternal care in infancy,
or simply lack of love.

These findings dramatically re-
veal the absolute importance of
love. Love_is the greatest and
fingst thing in this universe. It
_verily is_the law of life; in fact,
there is not a virtue we seek
that is not a reflection of love.

Patience is love waiting, purity
is love shining, loyalty is love
serving, humility is love kneeling,
honesty is love trusting, kindness
is love ministering, faith is love
believing. Jesus is love personified,




