E S EAiRio61 @

Ve

Personal Experiences In Christian Living

WILLIAM S.
REED, M.D.

A Doctor’s
Thoughts On Healing
by William S. Reed, M.D.




@ EDITOR
NORMAN K. ELLIOTT

® ASSOCIATE EDITOR

RUBY ROSKILLY

® CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

MARGUERITTE HARMON BRO
RALPH SPAULDING CUSHMAN
STARR DAILY

ALLAN A. HUNTER

FRANK C. LAUBACH

STELLA TERRILL MANN
KERMIT OLSEN

AUSTIN PARDUE

NORMAN VINCENT PEALE
WINFRED RHOADES

AGNES SANFORD

EDITORIAL AND BUSINESS OFFICES
1571 GRAND AVENUE -
SAINT PAUL 5, MINNESOTA

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

$2.00 for one year
$ .50 a copy

MANUSCRIPTS

Manuscripts should be double spaced, typed,
and should always carry return postage.
We cannot assume responsibility for un-
solicited manuscripts. We welcome such
manuscripts however. Manuscripts that we
cannot use will be returned to the writer
when accompanied by return postage.

THE COVER

Dr. William Standish Reed is
immediate past chief of surgery
at General Hospital and consul-
ting surgeon at Samaritan Hos-
pital, both in Bay City, Michi-
gan. He is a member of the
Board of Surgery of Frederick A.
Coller Surgical Society. He is
diplomate of the American
Board of Surgeons, a member
of the American Medical Associ-
ation and of the Christian Med-
ical Society. Dr. Reed is also
a vestryman in his local Episco-
pal Church. He is a man of dis-
tinction in his own community
and is internationally known
for his faith in God and his de-
votion to suffering humanity.

“We Must Save the Sick To
Save Souls” is a condensation of
an address delivered by Dr.
Reed in the Abundant Life Aud-
itorium on October 14, 1960.
Whether you are a Christian or
an unsaved person, you will
never be the same after having
read this message.

Second class postage paid at St. Paul, Minn. and Waseca, Minn.

FALL, 1961

Clear Horizons

Volume 22
Number 1

Prayer is a calming influence and stabilizing power
for the patient and the doctor.

A Doctor’s Thoughts
On Healing

WILLIAM S. REED, M. D.

Throughout the years, since
Christ walked on the earth and
healed the sick, there has been a
definite relationship between the
teachings of Christ and medicine.
This association has not always
been a close one and many times
there has been much unhappy mis-
understanding between the church
on one side and physicians on
the other. However, today there
is a new awareness that in the
close cooperation between the
church and medicine lies a new,
great kind of care of illness
which brings Christ into His prop-
er place in the thinking and the
activities of both groups.

The various principal beliefs of
Christians are summarized in the

Creeds. If we accept the creeds
to be our definition of faith, the
inquirer can discover what a
Christian is by simply referring to
the statements as contained in the
Creeds. However, it is not so
easy to define what the principles
of medicine are. The Hippocratic
QOath which was written approxi-
mately five-hundred years before
Christ, contains many of the pre-
cepts to which some physicians
adhere. This oath has survived
through the centuries and remains
a great force in the proper think-
ing of physicians toward their
work. It instructs the physician
to practice holiness, humility and
purity. It calls upon the physician
to perpetuate his art through edu-

From A Doctor's Thoughts on Healing, by William S. Reed. Permission of
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2 CLEAR HORIZONS

cation. It stresses the value of the
patient. However, this oath was
written before the light of Christ
came upon the world and there-
fore has a very important defi-
ciency in so far as the Christian
physician is concerned. It does,
however, help to define what a
physician is and what he stands
for.

To the Christian physician, the
most important way of discover-
ing what he himself is, comes
from a thorough study of Christ,
in reading and meditating upon
the Gospel.

The fact that Christ healed all
men including many different dis-
eases cannot be ignored. As we
believe in Christ, we must believe
Him in entirety. Therefore we
cannot neglect the great lessons
which are to be learned regarding
what can be called Christian
Healing. We also must recall the
commission Christ gave to His
disciples, “to preach, to teach and
to heal.” Christ stressed repeated-
ly, as various healings are record-
ed in the Gospel that faith is the
prime requisite of healing. It is
interesting to consider that the
patient in each instance of healing
recorded in the Gospel, sought af-
ter Christ or some intercessor
sought Him for the patient. Christ
responded to the requests of those
who cried out to Him and He
healed them according to their
faith. In considering what Christ
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did, all physicians who call them-
selves Christians should consider
that their commission as physi-
cians was ordained by Christ as a
holy ministry. This is also true
for members of the teaching pro-
fession as well as the priests and
ministers of the Church. There-
fore, as our profession was or-
dained by Christ, we should, as
physicians, use our profession and
the healing brought about through
our profession to the glory of
Christ and for the propagation of
the Christian faith. As men sought
Christ to be healed, the Christian
physician should now heal man
to help him find Christ.

After Christ ascended into heav-
en and the Holy Spirit came to
remain with man, the disciples
and the apostles cured men of
disease as they had been instruct-
ed to do by our Lord. Their ac-
tivities are recorded in many
places in the New Testament. In
particular of great importance is
the Epistle of St. James, 5:14.
Here, the person who is ill is in-
structed to call for the elders of
the church who are to pray over
the sick man and are to anoint
him with oil in the name of the
Lord. The statement is made
that the prayer of faith will save
the sick man. These statements
are according to the apostolic
traditions of healing. Undoubted-
ly, prayer and the anointing of the
sick individual with the laying on
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hands was practiced in the Early
Church and has continued to a
certain extent throughout all of
the years to the present time.
However, the sacramental aspect
of this holy act has fallen into
great neglect in recent years. We
are only now beginning to find
out how truly important this way
of calling upon God for help is in
healing of each individual patient.
We find that Christianity remains
constant as the great forces which
man makes continually change.
In this day we find the truths of
the Gospel more and more ap-
plicable to the happenings of this
day and our relationship to those
happenings. This is very true of
all fields of man’s endeavor,
especially in the field of medi-
cine. The Christian physician who
truly worships God is finding a
long neglected aspect of patient
care at his disposal. He finds in
Christ his source of strength and
ability and also finds that Chris-
tian hope and faith are his great-
est therapeutic aids.

Often today the question is ask-
edsof physicians what they think
about Christian Science and what
they think about faith healing.
These are questions which are on
the minds and in the hearts of
people and must be answered by
thinking physicians, especially

those who call themselves Chris-
tians. Christian Science and the
various faith healers have shown
that healing can occur through
faith in Christ without regard of
method of approach to Christ.
Thus one can be healed at the
Shrine in Lourdes, or through
Christian Science, or through faith
in Christ inspired by the words of
a Christian individual speaking
in church, or over the radio or
television. Christian Science and
the faith healers have demonstrat-
ed to physicians that Christ is the
most important factor in becom-
ing whole. If the physician can
accept this fact in humility, he
then can accept the fact that
Chrisian Healing has pointed out
a very valuable lesson to him. It
is important, however, for men
not to turn away from the phy-
sician because as has been point-
ed out, his is a divinely instituted
profession. The inspired physician
with patients who have faith in
him and faith in the healing power
of Christ can indeed work great
miracles today. This happens,
without question, many times
every day.

At this point one must consider
what healing means. I find myself
in accord with Dr. Paul Tournier*
who believes that we (physicians)
are collaborators with God. He

* 4 Doctor's Casebook in the Light of the Bible, Paul Tournier. Harper &

Brothers.
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uses us to postpone death, pro-
long life in order to produce that
merciful respite . . . the sole pur-
pose of our labor is to give our
patients a supreme opportunity of
encountering Jesus Christ and of
binding themselves ever more
closly to Him through faith. For
in the last analysis all of our ac-
tivity is but a temporary exped-
ient. We are but repairing breach-
es which are continually made
again.

It is rather interesting to con-
template the attitude of St. Luke
the physician, who wrote both the
Acts of the Apostles and St.
Luke’s Gospel. It is most unusual
for the physician in this day and
certainly in the days of St. Luke
and before him not to write at
some length about the effective-
ness of his own school of medicine
or therapy. It seems to me that if
St. Luke had required an exten-
sive or even moderate use of var-
ious types of therapeutics that he
would have written rather long ac-
counts of his therapeutic triumphs
in his writings in the New Testa-
ment. However, we find that in
his instance the spiritual method
of therapy must have proved suf-
ficent to the point where he found
it unnecessary to mention other
forms of therapy at all.

Sickness of all types, has its
spiritual aspect as to causation
and as to its effect upon the sev-
erity and course of the disease.

It also has its spiritual therapy. In
recent years, especially since the
nineteen forties, there has been
an increasing interest in the dis-
eases which are called psychoso-
matic. These are diseases or dis-
turbances of the mind - which have
their physical results. These ill-
nesses, such as duodenal ulcer,
arthritis, hyperthyroidism, asthma,
and many others have been so
widely publicized that it is hardly
necessary to mention them. We
are now beginning to realize that
diseases also have their spiritual
as well as mental and somatic as-
pects. Perhaps a new term should
be devised such as thymo-psycho-
somatic to cover the whole pic-
ture. If as many efforts can be
brought to bear upon the spiritual
aspect of disease as has been
brought to bear on its psycholog-
ical aspects we should see tre-
mendous progress in the next few
years toward the understanding of
the whole disease process and its
entire treatment. This can only
have as it outgrowth, the produc-
tion of a healthier, happier, more
peaceful and tranquil society grad-
ually developing along the lines
which God would see it do.

A doctor or drug does not cure.
All healing comes from God.
There often exists today the idea
that a patient is cured after a
course of antibiotics, after an op-
eration or after the completion of
a course of therapy when the pa-
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tient states that he feels improved
and certain clinical signs indicate
normality. However, the simple
cessation of the illness at hand
does not assure the patient or the
physician of healing or wholeness.
As long as we continue to treat
effects and ignore causes we are
not going to have whole patients
and our society is going to con-
tinue to be ill. Does it not seem
strange today that with all of our
scientific advances, with highly
educated physicians, with hospi-
tals having every conceivable type
of mechanism and therapeutic de-
vice, with every mode of treatment
known to man available at our
finger tips that we continue to
have hospitals overflowing and
continue to need more and more
beds?

This concept of God working
with the surgeon and in the
spiritually prepared patient is
worthy of serious consideration
by Christians and Christian phy-
sicians. Of what value is our
faith if it does not have vital rev-
elance in our work? When the
surgeon has once passed the hur-
dle of praying aloud with real
conviction with his patients and
praying before surgery in the op-
erating room he will find that his
work is truly blessed and truly
amazing things happen. The pa-
tient himself receives a rich bles-
sing and on occasion souls are
won for Christ in this manner.

This is the highest calling of the
Minister of Healing. Prayer is a
calming influence and a stabilizing
power for the apprehensive pa-
tient. Prayer causes the operat-
ing room to become calm, without
irritability, without arrogance or
rudeness, without profanity or
quick tempers. It sets the scene for
the entry of Christ into the surgi-
cal team. God can then direct the
surgeon’s hand, as so many pa-
tients and others pray.

Christ has a message for phy-
sicians which must be listened to.
No doctor has ever delivered a
newborn infant or has watched
the going out of life, who has not
considered the true meaning of
life. If he but opens his eyes or
but allows his soul to encompass
the great reality, he will see Christ
on every hand as he goes about
his work. As this awareness be-
comes more and more a reality,
aided by prayer, meditation and
study, he will find that through
his work he is truly leading men
to Christ. It is then that the phy-
sician will be satisfying his high-
est obligation. It will then not be
difficult to define what a physician
is and will not be necessary to in-
vestigate this oath or that creed
to know what he stands for. When
the physician has reached his
highest calling it can be said of
him that he is a Christian, a min-
ister of healing.



SAYING GRACE

E. GEOFFREY TENNESON

I was in the company of sev-
eral brother ministers the other
day, sitting in a cafe, waiting for
a meal to be served. Just as the
waitress brought our meals, one
of the brethren said, “Shall we
pause for station identification?”
For just a moment I was thrown
completely off balance. But he
was suggesting that we should say
grace. By this little action we
identified ourselves as religious
people and publicly said our
thanks to Almighty God.

One little girl, whose father
was a radio announcer, when
asked to say grace one day, said,
“This food comes to you by cour-
tesy of Almighty God.” Maybe
this isn’t the proper way of saying
grace, but it’s true just the same.
If you are anything like me, you
appreciate people who say thank-
you for even the smallest act of
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courtesy, and I'm sure that God,
too, loves a thankful heart.

If you are always thankful to
God for His mercies, then saying
grace isn’t going to make too
much difference to your attitude,
but I think this “little and often™
habit is greatly to be encouraged,
not only for the sake of the chil-
dren around our table, but for all
of us. Nowadays we get so thrown
about by passing events, that the
more anchors we have out to re-
mind ourselves of the goodness of
Almighty God, the less shall we
be upset when things go wrong.

Saying grace is just a little
anchor, but it may help you to
stay close to shore when you are
drifting away. And so at each
meal-time we may confidently say:
“Accept our thanks for these and
Thy mercies, O God, for Christ’s
sake AMEN.”

All we need is the acceptance of
the goodness of life. Good is
everywhere and God is every-
where.

LOVE YOUR WAY
T0 MENTAL HEALTH

E. GOODRICH

Are you afraid of mental ill-
ness? That bogey will never wor-
ry you if you understand the term.
Mental illness grows out of a great
distrust of life and fear that you
will be hurt. It is not inherited
like color-blindness. The reason
it sometimes runs in families is
that members often believe in the
same wrong ideas.

Fearfulness, being critical, be-
ing unforgiving, all these things
are learned. Nobody is born with
them. Anything a human being
learns, he can unlearn. The way
to unlearn is to watch one’s think-
ing and reverse every destructive
thought as soon as it comes to
mind. Harmful emotions are
avoided automatically, and the
way for mental health is open.

Any gesture that signifies that
you approve of life and feel it a
privilege to be alive, leads toward
mental health. Every time you
smell a rose, or draw a deep
breath of fresh air, say, “Hi,” to

a friend, or put a new plant into
the ground you are expressing
mental health. Every act that
shows you are aware of the con-
tinuing quality of life increases
mental health. Even if your
thoughts are dark, to act in ac-
cord with life is a safeguard be-
cause acts in themselves have an
effect upon the thoughts which
follow. Your impulse may be to
kick the cat, but if you pet her
instead, you will automatically feel
better.

You do not necessarily need to
be religious. All you need is ac-
ceptance of the goodness of life,
like a cat stretching in the sun or
a hawk riding the wind currents.
The reason religion can help is
that sound religion is based on the
idea that God is good. Good is
everywhere if we look for it. That
is why we can say God is every-
where.

A religion that is beneficial en-
courages the habit of looking for

7
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what is good in any situation.
Looking for what is good can take
up so much time and energy that
there is no time for fault-finding.
Everyday experiences improve as
a result. Mental health naturally
follows.

Mental illness starts with fault-
finding which cuts off appreciation
of what is good about life. Carried
far enough, it leaves nothing but
fear and starvation. The way to
get well is to substitute praise for
fault-finding. If everything is
wrong but one little thing, praise
that one little thing and ignore
the mass of what is wrong. What
is wrong is nothing but lack of
what is good anyway. Whatever
attracts our attenion is what will
grow. So, we praise the little that
is right until it grows big enough
to replace what we do not want in
our lives.

There has been a lot of mis-
understanding of the phrase, “fac-
ing up to your problems.” We do
have to face them long enough to
see where we stand, but we do
not have to remain rooted to the
spot as if fascinated by the prob-
lem. The time comes when we
can and should turn our backs on
our problems and pay so much
attention to the answers that the
problems vanish. Sometimes we
find an answer most quickly and
accurately by turning our atten-
tion to something entirely differ-
ent. Many problems fizzle out of
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their own unimportance, unless
we fan them into a bonfire by
concentrating upon them.

Mental illness would be wiped
off the face of the earth if every
human being could understand the
meaning of, “Bless and curse
not.” The whole vicious circle of
hurt and fear of retaliation would
be broken so that people could
live at peace with each other.
Would there were some way to
make the change in one grand
gesture. However, there seems no
way other than for each individ-
ual to train himself, and so pro-
tect himself against all kinds of
illness including what it is now
fashionable to call mental illness.

To make a bugaboo of mental
illness is as silly as to tell children
the old witch will get them. Poets,
philosophers, and scientists cannot
all be wrong when they agree that
love is the most powerful force in
the world. Not sex, but love,
meaning to wish the best for every-
one who crosses our paths, with
no exceptions. What we call
punishment is nothing but the re-
sult of our hatefulness. The only
intelligent course is to turn to-
ward the good and steadfastly pay
such close attention that we are
filled with a growing awareness of
what is good. The vacuums creat-
ed by lack are then filled with
beauty, glory, and satisfaction.
Mental and physical health fol-
low inevitably.

As they listened to the story of God's Love, they hardly
breathed lest they miss a single word.

The Factory
That Spreads
PEACE

by

Duane Valentry

Rev. John Elmer Ford, an en-
ergetic man in his sixties, is en-
thusiastic about the business op-
portunity that has opened wide
doors for the spreading of Chris-
tianity over the face of the earth
by way of gramophones and gos-
pel records.

You'll find Ford, any day in

the week, hard at work in old

dungarees at his little plant at
Malibu, California. But he will
gladly take time to talk about the
unique work he is doing which
probably has no exact counter-
part in the world.

Like his wife and the others
who help him, Ford works each
day but Sunday from dawn to
nine at night without pay. To
date their product, the tiny toy-
type gramophone now being used
by 16 denominations as indispen-
sable equipment for missionaries,
has taken the message of Chris-
tianity in 76 languages to Nyasa-
land, Mexico, India, Germany,
U. S. Navajos, El Salvador, Peru,
Ethiopia, Tanganyika, Ghana,
Liberia and scores of other
countries.

“From the reports that have

9
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come in on the use of the records
and gramophones sent out in
former years we can estimate that
no less than 100,000 people will
listen to a gospel sermon from
these records each week, or a total
of over five million during the
coming year,” points out Rev.
Ford.

“These records shipped the
past year will play a very impor-
tant part in the conversion of
thousands of primitive, illiterate
heathens.”

A prime purpose of the records
from the beginning has been an
attempt to halt the cannibalism,
still widespread in certain sections
of New Guinea, Borneo and the
Congo.

These are some of the places
where, prior to the introduction
of the hand-operated little “talk
boxes,” the gramphone' was un-
known. Hearing it for the first
time, astounded natives believe it
to be magic. But the language of
the records is their own and the
effect of the words they can under-
stand coming out of the little box
before their eyes is inevitably
powerful.

“At first there was a hasty
exit,” described one missionary
who played the records for the
Kamanos. “Most of the listen-
ers were sure that the devil was in
that box. But from a safe dis-
tance they listened. As they heard
the story of God’s love, they soon
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came back and listened with
breathless attention. The young
people listened spellbound. Old
men hardly breathed lest they miss
a single word. I have never seen
anything like this before.”

The International Educational
Recording Company, a nonprofit,
nondenominational organization,
depends on donations from about
700 regular contributors who be-
lieve in the work being done.
Twice as many donations, stresses
Rev. Ford, could mean twice the
amount of good put forth where it
is most needed in dark areas of
the globe.

“The total cost of producing
and shipping these records and
gramophones for the entire year
was $10,903.10. If we apportion
the year’s cost of this equipment
to the year’s total of listeners it
would be two tenths of one cent
each—S5 sermons for one penny!
One year’s wasted money by
Christians in America could bring
the gospel to every non-believer
in the world in his own tongue.”

Rev. Ford is grateful, nonthe-
less, for what has already been
accomplished and for the help his
idea has received and continues
to receive. As he says; “God has
set His hand to the finishing of the
work. We only pray that we may
not get in the road but become
an open channel through which
He can work. We are very ap-
preciative of the many who have
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used their hands and minds to
produce the equipment and to
sponsors of languages and willing
donors of funds to carry on the
work.”

Four years in the "20s spent as
missionary in the Andes near
Quito, Ecuador, convinced him
of the vast amount of work to be
done. Today he has set his goal
high—to make enough records
and machines so that every “illit-
erate person may hear the Gospel
in his own tongue—and that’s
3,000 languages and dialects.”

This could be done, he states,
with ten million phonographs and
ten million sets of records to give
the essentials of Christianity to
every person in the world in five
year’s time.

“Then there would be one set
for every 170 non-Christians in
the world,” he adds.

Ford, his wife Louise, and a
few part-time helpers, work in a
corrugated aluminum plant 50
miles from Los Angeles at the
beach town of Malibu. Here the
records are manufactured and,
with the needles, “jungle-proofed”
against rust and rot; the gramo-
phones are assembled, and the
complete package mailed free to
Christian missionaries all over the
world.

Requests come in constantly from
these missionaries for more re-
cordings and for some in new
languages (there are 2500 yet to

be done!) and Ford gets busier.
Soon the missionary receives a
prepared script he is asked not to
change which he in turn, after
explaining it to a native with some
understanding of English, has the
native translate onto a tape re-
corder. The tapes are then re-
turned to the factory and Ford
puts them on seven 45 rpm rec-
ords, or 14 lessons.

“They contain the basic studies
of the Christian ideals, aimed at
primitive people who do not know
Christianity and cannot read,” he
explains,

The idea originated about ten
years ago when Rev. Ford sent a
basic Biblical ethical lecture he
had written to a missionary in
New Guinea. Read to an under-
standing native in pidgin English,
it was translated into native dialect
for a tape-recorder operated from
an auto battery. When Ford got
the tape he experimentally had it
made into a disk.

The first glimmerings of the
big idea were taking form, but
what to use for a player? No
mechanic, Ford tried his hand at
making one from a large cake tin
and when it worked, he made
others and sent them to mission-
aries. Glowing reports of good
achieved by their use began to

come back to him .

But even these crude home-
made record players cost $10 to
make—an amount prohibitive
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under the circumstances. After
much prayer on Ford’s part it was
just at this moment the answer
came. John Tigrett, a toy manu-
facturer and an active Christian,
had a small plastic 12-ounce
phonograph he was about to take
off the toy market since it was not
selling well. Hearing of Ford’s
need, he agreed to sell these at $1
apiece, or less than they cost to
assemble.

Today thousands of the “box
belong talk” have been scattered
through the world by 100 mis-
sionaries with profound results.
After hearing them, natives have
sworn off eating human flesh, sub-
mitted to baptism, and voluntarily
congregated at mission schools
they had formerly avoided.

Missionaries train natives to
run the little boxes and find they
attain considerable status by do-
ing so. In New Guinea, where
women are regarded as mere
chattles, those entrusted with op-
erating the wonderful talk-boxes
are accepted as citizens and lead-
ers.

From Guadalajara, Mexico,
missionary James Twing reports
a typical result of their use. “A
machine was left with one of our
members whose husband is not a
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Christian. One time when a
youngster was very ill and they
thought he would not live through
the night, they did not know what
to do, so they brought the gramo-
phone out and the child sat up
and listened to it. His fever left,
and he has been in good health
since. They claim it is a miracle.”

So great is the demand from
all over the world that Rev. Ford
has issued an appeal—“We need
help at the factory!” He also asks
the earnest prayers of all those
who learn of the work and appre-
ciate the vast amount yet to be
done.

As for himself, he is a tireless
worker who sees no end to the
amount of good the little machines
can do to lift the darkness of
ignorance.

“The idea is to make a Chris-
tian,” he says simply. “I’'m an
evangelist at heart. I wouldn’t
cross the street to make a church
member, but I'd crawl a mile on
my stomach to make a Christian.”

Rev. John Ford and his little
plant—small in comparison with
the great factories manufacturing
every kind of material commodity
—are making thousands of Chris-
tians—a fact which well may alter
the future for the whole world!

“Damon is in danger.”

MY INNER VOICE

WARNED ME

OF DANGER

Kenneth R. Holcomb

It was on Sunday, November 4,
1951 that I heard The Voice. 1
was in my office-bedroom upstairs
that morning, sorting papers into
my files from the desk next to it.

Quietly but without the least
trace of forewarning I heard The
Voice, calm, pleasant, factual, as
if its owner had approached and
stopped a foot or two behind me.
The words were simple but load-
ed with meaning.

“Damon is in danger.”

I put down the papers in my
hands and for an instant stood
still, transfixed. Then without
further hesitation I picked up my
pen and circled that date, Sunday,
November 4, on a large calender
over my desk.

“Damon in periculo”, 1 wrote
above the figure 4, “ sed Deus
orationem meam audit.” And
under, “Deo gratias.”

I am not Catholic. I used
Latin so I could mark this date
and note the warning where it
would be in full view on the cal-

ender and yet would not attract
my wife’s attention.

When I heard the warning I felt
a momentary stab of dismay. Our
oldest child and older son, Damon,
was eight or nine thousand miles
away in Port Lyautey, French
Morocco. He was on duty there
in the Air Control Tower of the
United States Navy.

But as soon as I heard the
warning I said half aloud,

“Thanks be to God.”

That was why I wrote “Deo
gratias” on the calender.

Instantly after saying this I was
perfectly at rest in the matter.

I worried about it so little that
I had no special desire to mention
the matter to Hester, my wife, for
mother-fashion she would have
worried. Nor did I have any im-
pulse to start inquiries through
the Red Cross or other official
channels. Mine was the attitude
customary when an affair has been
decided definitely and closed. For
that’s how I felt about it.
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I had felt fear; I had thanked
God; I had felt peace. And now
he gave to me all but total for-
getfulness.

Over three weeks, twenty-four
days to be exact, elapsed. On
the twenty-fifth day we got a
letter from Damon.

“I shall never forget the eve of
this Thanksgiving,” he wrote.
Perhaps I have never told you,
but I have made very good friends
with a Frenchman who works in
French operations. This very be-
nign and shy friend has been
teaching me French and I have
been teaching him English. That
evening he and I with five of my
friends, most of them members of
the dramatic club, went to see
‘The Great Caruso’. After the
movie we all repaired to WNAF,
our radio station. We, sat and
talked, drinking coffee until
11:30. At this time we decided
to go down to the snack bar for a
sandwich before going to bed. It
was a lovely evening so we de-
cided to walk the half mile rather
than wait for a bus which was
seldom on schedule.

“My French friend, M.R. was
rather reluctant about going be-
cause he felt he would intrude.
But after some argument I per-
suaded him to go. When we step-
ped out into the night the rest of
the party was already'some two
hundred feet ahead of us.

“The road to the Snack Bar

FALL

was pretty dark for it had only
a few street lights. Also there
was a sharp bend in it. Just as
M.R. and I made this turn we
were both struck from behind by
a motor vehicle which sped on
without stopping.”

Damon now was ready with
reassurances. His Mother needed
them but little he knew of how
little I had need of them!

“I say,” his letter continued,
“I say to both of you that there
is absolutely, 1 repeat absolutely
no cause for alarm. God was with
me for I miraculously emerged
from the accident with a very
slight injury. I remember seeing
a flare of lights and then instan-
taneously was thrown to the pave-
ment. Within a split second I
was on my feet. And then I be-
came aware that M.R. was no-
where to be seen. I called his
name. No reply. The rest of the
fellows had rushed back by this
time and in a moment or two one
of them gave a shout.

“He lay bleeding a good fifteen
feet from the point of impact,
groaning but unconscious.”

My son now felt some admis-
sions were due, since I as an in-
surance casualty specialist, had
always dinned into him the neces-
sity of obeying safety rules.

“We had been walking on the
right side of the road, thus dis-
regarding a vital precaution. (In
the State of New York where Da-
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mon was raised, pedestrians walk
so as to face oncoming traffic.)
I was on the shoulder of the road,
M. R. nearest the traffic.”

Why, I wonder. How simple
for it to have been the other way
round. How wide is the average
human body? By what small tol-
erance did God arrange my son’s
safety? And why for him and not
M.R.? Believe me, I do not know.

Ever since this happened I re-
call a shrewd, hard hitting remark
of Jesus when someone brought
him the news of a disaster:

“Or those eighteen, upon whom
the tower in Siloam fell, and slew
them, think ye that they were sin-
ners above all men that dwelt in
Jerusalem?”

At any rate M.R. was taken to
the hospital where he remained
for months before being invalided
home.

This experience is unique for
several reasons.

Many who have similar ex-
periences of voices come to re-
late them to their subconscious-
ness. This I can not do. I have
had some subconscious percep-
tions and they stand out clearly
as being such. But the Voice I
heard on this occasion was not
within my skull but definitely

exterior to my being.

I can say unequivocally that
neither my wife nor I had had any
reason to worry about the safety
of our son who was serving his
country under his committment as
a reservist and was in the Navy
for the second time.

A third and to me most re-
markable factor in this episode
is the order of events. The Voice
said,

“Damon IS in danger.”

This more than three weeks be-
fore the danger occurred.

I had never had a warning of
this kind nor have I had another
since. Yet, now that I have near-
ly ten years deliberation on the
matter, I know that my reaction
to it was automatic, as if through
many such I had formed an in-
stinctive response.

The impulse to use Latin came
without hesitation.

I feel that this entire occur-
rence is a manifestation of God’s
way; that my recording the warn-
ing was part of his instigation.
For I have had occasion to show
skeptics this marked calender and
it usually has wrought a very
definite softening of their doubts.

“And thine ears shall hear a
voice behind you saying, this is
the way . . .” Isa. 30:21.



The renewed church we are secking

must be a witnessing church.

The Renewal
of the Church

T. OTTO NALL
Methodist Bishop of Minnesota

One need not be the seventh
son of a seventh son to see that
we live in an ecumenical age.
The signs of it are on every hand.
We inhale its atmosphere with the
air we breathe. We catch step
with the rhythm of its march, and
its spirit captures us completely.

True enough, the word “ecu-
menicity” still gives us trouble.
We cannot define it without fal-
tering, and we cannot even pro-
nounce it without hissing. But
we are ready to carry the torch
for the idea, for we are sure it is
an idea whose long-overdue time
has come.

Look what happened recently
at San Francisco. Eugene Carson
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Blake, seasoned ecumenical lead-
er, made a proposal that he knew,
as did most others in the “ecu-
menical know,” was neither novel
nor naive. It won deserved head-
lines, for it seized the imaginations
of churchmen and nonchurchmen
alike. Said Life: “It is one more
sign that Christ still lives in the
world, prodding and inspiring his
followers to extend and preserve
the faith and the kingdom through
the errant, perishable, but ever-
renewing institutions of earth.”
Many ministers had their say,
in pulpits as well as in newspapers
and on television screens. There
will be other proposals, and other
comments, for the era of ecumen-
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ical concern and achievement is
merely beginning.

Currently, ecumenicity is the
cure-all for all problems, big and
little. Of course, it solves (in the
opinion of many observers) the
problems of duplication and over-
lapping, with gains in time, money
and energy. It does much more.

A letter I had recently concern-
ed campus evangelism. A close
friend who knows much about
this subject told me that the
churches coming together will save
the college generation from dis-
illusionment and make committed
youth out of uncommitted youth.
I doubt it. Commitment does not
come from the outside, only when
conditions are right. There is not
an instance in history to prove
that it ever happened that way.

You may conclude that this be-
trays my own lack of faith in
ecumenicity. You may imagine I
believe the ecumenical honey-
moon is over. I wish it were, for
then we could settle down to some
of the more important aspects of
the ecumenical task. The editor
of Life hinted at what I have in
mind when he characterized the
Blake proposal as “an inspired
feeler toward revival as well as
reunion, toward the reinvigoration
of central Protestant belief.” This
suggests that we might have the
reunion for which we pray and
dream and plan, and still be no
better off than we are now, be-

cause the churches united are no
nearer their central mission than
were the churches divided.

The renewed Church we are
seeking must be a witnessing
Church. In a real sense, of course,
God is his own witness, and man’s
witnessing for him is redundant
and often irrelevant, sometimes
positively irreverent. A man-made
satelite, revolving around the
earth in varying but closely pre-
dictable orbit, obeys the laws of
God, not man. All that man does
is to discover the laws that the
Creator has ordained. So, there
ought to be no atheists in the
space ships, just as there are no
atheists in the foxholes.

The Creator of the world, and
our Father, has found other ways
to witness to his wisdom, his
power and his love. He has creat-
ed the Church to witness in its
worship, its fellowship and its
service. The Church is the fellow-
ship that heralds the Good News,
not only in the proclamation of
the Word, but in the living of it.

The renewed Church must be a
serving Church. One of the bless-
ed results of the new interest in
the Bible (due to the discovery
of the Dead Sea Scrolls, but
much else, too) will be the re-
discovery of the service motive
throughout. The Suffering Ser-
vant is probaby the high point in
the Old Testament, and in the
New Testament we see how we



