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There are blessings which come to us through

persistent prayer.

YOUR PRAYER
CAN SHAKE
THE WORLD

Clifford H. Richmond

In the San Fernando Valley are
municipal wells sunk 100 to 500
feet deep into the earth. A clock-
like apparatus reveals and mea-
sures the agitation of the water.
What happens at the far end of
the earth is felt in California. An
earthquake which disturbs any re-
gion in the world causes the water
level to rise.

Scientists tell us that if you drop
a pin to the earth a tiny vibra-
tion is sent to every other part of
the earth. In other words, the ma-

terial universe is so much one that
each and every bit of matter af-
fects and may be affected by each
and every other bit of matter.
This is true not only with re-
spect to matter, but it is also
true in the realm of energy. In
1934 when Admiral Byrd was at
the South Pole he flashed a radio
signal which caused a hammer to

strike and ring the Liberty Bell in

Philadelphia, Pa. We are learn-
ing more and more about such
non-physical rays and using them

Reprinted by permission from Christian Life Magazine. Copyright June,
1959. Sunday Magazine, Inc., 33 So. Wacker Dr., Chicago 6, Ill.
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in radio, television, radar, and x-
ray. Of course we're all becom-
ing familiar with the limitless pos-
sibilities of atomic energy released
by the splitting of the atom.

What has all this got to do
with prayer?

You've no doubt wondered,
“How can my prayers affect others
and the world in which I live?”
Here is the answer. In our ma-
terial universe and the realm of
energy, what happens in one place
tends to affect every other place.
This is likewise true in respect to
the spiritual energy we generate
through prayer.

When a person prays, some-
thing happens which would not
have happened if he had not pray-
ed.

Something not only happens to
the individual who prays, but to
those for whom he prays and to
the world through their prayers.
Jesus, of course, knew about it,
taught it, and practised it.

In His high priestly prayer in
the 17th chapter of the Gospel of
John, He says: “I pray for them.
I pray not for the world, but for
them which thou hast given me
... I pray not that thou shouldest
take them out of the world, but
that thou shouldest keep them
from the evil . . . Neither pray
I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me
through their word.”

The Scriptures indicate the
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main work of Jesus today — “He
ever liveth to make intercession
for them” (Heb. 7:25).

If Christ attached so much im-
portance to intercessory prayer, a
solemn responsibility rests upon
us as Christians to learn how to
unleash this power in the world
today.

How can we do it?

First, the effectiveness of our
prayer for others depends upon the
depth of our own spiritual lives.
Think of your radio or TV set.
The more power your receiver
has, the better is your reception.
The same thing is true of a broad-
casting station. The greater num-
ber of watts, the more effective the
broadcasting.

So it is with us. The clearer the
channel, the greater our trust and
purity of life. The more conscious
we are of God’s presence and
power, the more powerful our
prayers are. Not until we are fully
committed to the Holy Spirit, will-
ing to let Him cleanse us and
baptize us with power can He use
us effectively in intercessory
prayer.

A second requisite for effec-
tive prayer for others is intensity
of thought and emotion. We must
pray with sincerity, earnestness,
overwhelming desire. The half-
hearted never have much success
in intercessory prayer.

John Knox prayed: “Give me
Scotland or I die,” and he held
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on to God until Scotland came
under the saving and redeeming
power of the Eternal One.

The little group of early Chris-
tians prayed for Peter who was in
prison and they kept on praying
until he was miraculously released
and stood in their midst.

Third, Christ taught us to be
persistent in our prayer. He told
the story of the man who had
guests late one night and went to
his friend’s house for bread. His
friend was in bed and at first
would not respond to his requests,
but through persistent knocking
and pleading the friend finally
gave in and provided him with
bread needed. Jesus also told of
the widow who went to a judge
seeking justice in a certain situa-
tion in her life. She kept coming
to him until finally to get rid of
her he granted her request.

Jesus didn’t mean to say that
God was like either of these men
and had to be forced into doing
things for His children.

The point He wanted to make
was that if these men who were
human would respond to persist-
ency, how much more would our
Heavenly Father — God Himself
— hear and answer the persistent
prayers of His children!

We are not trying to change
God’s mind or get Him to do
something He doesn’t want to do.
We are simply giving Him the
opportunity to do for us what He

most desires to do.

There are certain blessings
which can come only by much
persistent prayer. There are some
blessings which God gives to all,
whether they are good or bad:
sunshine and rain; seedtime and
harvest. But there are other bless-
ings He can give only to those
who turn to Him. And the more
sincerely and persistently we turn
to Him the greater the blessings
He can give.

A school teacher may try to
teach all her pupils alike. But
she finds she can do more for
some than for others because they
are more responsive. They are
hungrier and thirstier for know-
ledge. The same thing is true in
the home. Parents may love all
their children equally as well and
want to do as much for one as for
the other. But they find they can
do more for some of their chil-
dren, get closer to some than to
others, simply because these chil-
dren are more cooperative and re-
sponsive.

So God can do more for us
if we are cooperative and re-
sponsive. He can release more of
His blessings to those who come

to Him in earnest, persistent
prayer.
Starr Daily’s father prayed

earnestly for his boy’s salvation
for 25 years. But his boy appeared
to be a confirmed criminal. He
never lived to see his boy give
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up his life of crime. Shortly after
his death, however, Jesus Christ
appeared to Starr Daily in prison
and touched his heart and made
him a new creature. He became
a great Christian author. His
father’s prayers were not in vain.
A man less stalwart in prayer
could never have won such a
victory!

The disciples in the Upper
Room prayed day and night for
ten days until the Holy Spirit came
upon them. If they had grown
discouraged after a day or so of
praying these men might never
have experienced the power and
glory of Pentecost.

There is a lot of sorrow, sin,
and sickness in the world today
because we are not praying for
others. The Lord is thwarted in
His desire and willingness to heal,
bless, and save the people of our
world simply because we are not
praying. We are too half-hearted,
too indifferent. We could bring
the world to Christ and Christ to
the world if we would only get
down on our knees and do some
wrestling with Almighty God.

On Jan. 21, 1930, the most
far-reaching radio broadcast up to
that time was scheduled. It was
the message of King George at
the opening of the session of the
London Naval Arms Conference.
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The whole world for the first time
was to be brought within the voice
of the king. The United States,
however, almost missed it. A few
minutes before the king was to
speak, a member of the control
room staff of the Columbia Broad-
casting System tripped over a wire
and broke it, thus severing connec-
tions. Harold Vivian, chief con-
trol operator, immediately grasped
the ends of the broken wires one
in each hand, and restored the
circuit. The shock of 250 wolts
of electricity shook his arms and
went through his body, but he
held on until new wires were con-
nected. The king’s speech came
to America through the tingling
body of Harold Vivian.

The King of kings wants to
broadcast to our world. He has
many things to say, to do, to give
to needy men. But the circuit has
been broken. He has put you, as
a Christian, in a position to close
it, through intercessory prayer.

As you pray for others, with
one hand you reach down to a
needy, lost, and suffering world
and with the other reach up to
the all-sufficient God and let His
message of redemption, healing,
and blessing flow through you, so
that everyone will come to know
and love Him who is King of kings
and Lord of lords!

Straighten your shoulders,
lift up your heads,
and pray.

Dr. Norman Vincent Peale in
a sermon entitled “The Tremen-
dous Power of Prayer” tells the
story of a New Yorker named
Lanthier, who, during the eco-
nomic depression of 1857, refused
to become panic-stricken. Instead,
he invited twenty friends to at-
tend a prayer meeting in his of-
fice on Fulton Street. As a result
of his faith, similar prayer meet-
ings sprang up in other parts of
New York and in other cities.
The result? A tremendous up-
surge in faith which brought a
new wave of prosperity to the
whole nation.

“Why should we not be able
to start another such demonstra-
tion today?”* questioned Dr. Peale
in that sermon distributed by the
Foundation for Christian Living.
“We are sons of God. He has

EDNA RUSSELL MORGAN

A TOWN
Lifts Its Head
To Pray

given us dominion over ourselves
and over our environment. So
straighten your shoulders, lift up
your heads, and pray.”

Last February the little town
of De Soto, Mo., did just that.
Today it knows, as never before,
that “The Tremendous Power of
Prayer” is more than just the title
of a good sermon.

De Soto had been hard-hit by
the business recession. In Febru-
ary 1958, the Missouri Pacific
Car Shops, which employed 400
workers, laid off about 270 men.
In March, the Pittsburgh Plate
Glass Co. in near-by Crystal City
began a series of cut-backs with
the release of 900 workers. In
April, De Soto’s International
Shoe Co., with an annual payroll
of almost one million dollars, was
permanently closed, throwing 300
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employees out of work.

Despite constructive efforts on
the part of the De Soto Chamber
of Commerce to induce new in-
dustry to locate in De Soto, un-
employment mounted, and dis-
couragement enveloped the city.
De Soto was designated a “‘distress
area.”

Finally in February 1959, the
United Church Women of De Soto
determined to mobilize the com-
munity for a day of prayer. At
their request, Mayor John Rich-
eson designated Friday, Feb. 13,
a Day of Prayer for the Economic
Betterment of the Community.
Churches, both Protestant and
Catholic, agreed to ring their bells
in unison at 2 p.m. on that day
as a call to prayer. In response
to this appeal, business men
agreed either to attend a joint
service at the First Christian
Church or at the sound of the
bells to pause with their em-
ployees in their business establish-
ments and unite in prayer.

“All residents of this commun-
ity regardless of denomination or
faith,” wrote Publisher L. W.
Roop in the local newspaper for
Feb. 5, “are invited to join in
offering prayer for improvement
of employment in this area. We
hope that all will pause at the
sound of the bells on the first Fri-
day in Lent to implore that guid-
ance and assistance without which
all human effort comes to naught.”
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So, at 2 p.m. on February 13,
a town lifted up its head to pray!

Almost immediately, economic
conditions began to improve. On
March 12, De Sotoans picked up
their newspapers and read:

MO. PACIFIC ORDERS 6000
NEW CARS TO BE BUILT
HERE

“Although previous announce-
ments indicated that no new cars
would be built in the De Soto
shops, the railroad’s Board of Dir-
ectors decided Tuesday to put the
shops back into construction of
new cars.” . . .

A March 19 news article be-
gan: “Negotiation between Ham-
ilton Shoe Co., St. Louis, and a
group of De Soto business and
professional men has resulted in
a plan for the reestablishment of
shoe manufacturing in the build-
ing vacated here last spring by
International Shoe Co.” On April
16, came the eagerly awaited an-
nouncement: SHOE PRODUC-
TION WILL BEGIN IN DE
SOTO NEXT WEEK!

In the light of these develop-
ments, is it any wonder that De
Sotoans today are convinced of
the eternal verity of Dr. Peale’s
inspiring counsel: “You are sons
of God. He has given you domin-
ion over yourselves and over your
environment. So straighten your
shoulders, lift up your heads, and

pray!”

THE WIT TO WIN

T. N. Tiemeyer

W hen Edwin Markham, be-
loved American poet, was in his
50’s, he had a quarrel with his best
friend. It was over a trivial mat-
ter, but pride and stubbornness
drove them farther apart. During
the ensuing months, Markham
found that his flow of inspira-
tion had run dry. The words that
came from his pen lacked the
usual lustre. Facing the fact that
his strained relationship with his
former friend could be the cause
of his barren efforts, he made
honest attempts to meet the other
fellow half way. His friend refused
to respond and relations grew
worse until Markham put aside
his pride, called on his estranged
companion, took all the blame,
and asked forgiveness. Once the
friendship was renewed, the in-
spiration began to flow again.
Markham took up his pen and
wrote this quatrain which remain-
ed his favorite poem:

He drew a circle that shut me out,
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout;
But love and 1 had the wit to win,
We drew a circle that took him in.

Any misunderstanding can set
up a small jarring vibration which
may at first seem harmless. How-
ever, even a seemingly negligible
vibration, if continued over a span
of time, can shatter walls, bridges,
and personalities. Slight misunder-
standings can grow into monsters
of distrust, bitterness, and resent-
ment. Beautiful friendships are re-
flections from a harmony like un-
to the harmony of a God-con-
scious mind. Any deviation of that
harmony sets up a cacophony like
the raucous noises of a jazz com-
bo. Such nerve-shattering vibra-
tions can destroy peace of mind,
rob poise, and block divine com-
munication.

Many a business man has been
robbed of efficiency by unhappy
relations at home. Many a sales-

7
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man has lost the fire of enthus-
iasm because of a misunderstand-
ing with his executive. Leaders of
industry can find themselves fac-
ing the grim spectre of defeat due
to wrong attitudes toward their
competitors. The secret of revers-
ing and remedying such a negative
situation lies in the discovery of
Edwin Markham which he labelled
“the wit to win.” It consists sim-
ply of drawing the circle big
enough to include the other per-
son in one’s love, concern, and
consideration.

The size of a person can be
determined by the size of the cir-
cle he draws. Emerson once said,
“Whoever builds a fence always
fences out more than he fences
in.” Jesus stressed the principle
of the inclusive circle when he
said, “Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you that
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you may be sons of your Father in
heaven.” Little circles strangle the
people who draw them. Narrow
creeds weaken the churches which
define them. Chauvinistic super-
iority destroys the nation which
hides behind it.

God draws no circles. His love
is for all brands and variety of
people; His forgiveness is extend-
ed to the most malicious sinner.
Ultimately, man must learn to ex-
tend his circles of concern until
they cross railroad tracks, conti-
nents, and seas. However, the
place to start is with the person
nearest to us, especially if that
person lacks the grace to forgive.
At that point one is offered the
opportunity of demonstrating a
love that is big enough for two.
Man attains divine stature when
he can say, “We drew a circle
that took him in.”

e

BE STILL AND KNOW

Edna Hull Miller

I took a long, long walk today
Where God through nature sings.
When busy, hurried, overpressed

I often ride past things!

What s

by Miles Clark

Your Business Image®

In a nearby town where I do
some of my business there is a
man with a strange problem. He
sees himself as a town leader, self
made, self sufficient, an expert on
everything. He feels he is every-
thing the town needs. And yet he
is failing on two counts.

He can’t get other business men
to help when he is handling a
project: but most important, his
customers are dwindling.

In fact, after many years in
this fast growing community, he
is about ready to give it up and
sell out if he can. What is wrong?

He has developed an image of
himself that doesn’t jibe with his
true self. His self-inflating foibles
that make him a “character” are
misunderstood. Even old neigh-
bors get tired of facing a mer-
chant or a friend who has an ego-
centered image of himself.

Trying to simulate an image
that is not ourselves is destructive
of ourselves and those around us.

What is your image of your-
self? Have you taken stock lately?
As St. Paul said in his First Let-
ter to the Corinthians (13:12):
“For now we see in a mirror
dimly, but then face to face. Now
I know in part; then I shall un-
derstand fully, even as I have been
fully understood.”

Very seldom, the psychologists
say, does the image we show to
others actually coincide with what
we really are. We are afraid of
ourselves.

Failure to be aware of the two
faces of ourselves can mean blind-
ness. If we are outwardly living
another role, this outer mask self
can even act immorally if the
character of our image would act
that way. A merchant sees himself
as a great tycoon, for instance,
when he puts on a weekend sale
or as a great philanthropist when
he gives two dollars to the Red
Cross.

Growing steadily into reality of

9
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one’s true image is a constant
need for everyone whether a busi-
nessman, a housewife, or a laborer
in any other vineyard.

How do you determine your
image?

Occasionally a friend or family
member will delight in telling you
what they think of you. This can
be a “moment of truth” or it can
mean the end of a beautiful friend-
ship. There is the danger that the
friend or family member may
merely see the image they want
to see.

Your wife, for instance, may
still see you as her wavy haired
bridegroom in your twenties, and
she will hate to admit that she
is getting as old as your receding
hairline would indicate.

Here are a few ways of check-
ing on your image:

Quiet times sometimes help in
reviewing why you act as you do.
This may quiet you down to look
at yourself, at least in the larger
things you do. It may give you a
clue to the image you unwittingly
have chosen. Did an act of yours
seem inconsistent? Maybe you
were acting as if you were the
image of the giant of industry or
the beloved, revered “old man” of
your field and thereby were above
reproach for cutting a moral cor-
ner or two.

Failure in anything you have
done, large or small, can be used
here to good advantage. In your
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quiet moment, if you dare to look
at the real reason for some spe-
cific failure in your life, you may
find new insight into your true
image. Honesty with yourself is
the measure of your self study.

A testing program can be help-
ful sometimes. Today, universities
often have adult testing programs.
Some can even tell whether you
are lying. Few adults take advan-
tage of such testing except for
employment reasons, but it might
show the painful but true side of
oneself.

Your image of yourself is as
important as any attitude or skill
in your career. The Sunday sup-
plement kind of quiz is often so
superficial and deceitfully biased
that it not only falsely builds your
ego but usually enhances the er-
roneous image you have of your-
self.

Compare the image of what is
asked in the great religious writ-
ings. When you read the inspiring
books of the Bible and the lives
of spiritual people, a new image
is sure to begin to develop within
you. However, it is easy to ascribe
to oneself spiritual traits when one
has merely read of them and not
worked for and experienced the
climb in reaching them.

Professional help for deep-seat-
ed lack of adjustment of the im-
age without and the image within
should be sought without fear or
hesitation, when the need is ap-

1960 WHAT IS YOUR BUSINESS IMAGE? 11

parent. A well trained spiritual
leader or a psychologist or psy-
chiatrist sometimes is the only one
who can give you the insight you
need.

Finally, face yourself firmly. It
is really up to you. Often the one
who feels there is nothing wrong
with him and his image is the
one in whom the image and the
true self are so far apart that
life is miserable for him and
everyone he touches. This is just
the case of the businessman I first
mentioned.

Answer a few questions like
these. How much time do you
spend in daydreaming; in fantasies
of fame and fortune, of sex suc-
cess or prestige? A lot of this kind
of unreal thinking can solidify a
strange image of yourself that will
be difficult to change.

Are you trying to imitate some-
one else? Do you secretly feel you
are trying to follow two or three
models until you don’t know where
you begin and the image stops?

Whom do you envy? Your en-
vies can help show towards what
kind of personal image you are
projecting yourself. Are these
things, ideas, or attitudes that you
covet, really important to your
true self?

Happiness comes in seeing
yourself honestly and living your
true self. For instance, you can
begin to live within your present
budget instead of the budget of
the “big man” of your discarded
image.

And there will come a deeper
affection, not only of and for
your family, but of friends old
and new everywhere.

AT

WHEN AND IF

Lora M. Conant

When I can have no orchid,

I like the daisy fine;

If life tells me, “No roses,”

I find sweet peas divine.

Life really can not crumple me,
By culling out all luxury.



T ——

SIR RABINDRANATH TAGORE, INDIA’S GREAT POET AND PHILOSOPHER,
HAS A MESSAGE FOR THIS MODERN AGE.

WISE MAN
FROM THE ORIENT

Vincent Edwards

When Sir Rabindranath Tagore,
India’s great poet and philosopher,
was still very young, his father
insisted he drop his books and go
up among the high Himalayas.
Somehow, the sight of those lofty,
snow-covered peaks gave the
youth a new outlook on the world.

He caught a vision that he
cherished all the rest of his days.
It was of a free world, where love
and understanding counted for
more than national boundaries.
There men would live like
brothers, side by side, and scien-
tists could pursue their studies for
the service of all mankind. There
was no reason for distrust, for

12

war had been outlawed by love
and human fellowship.

Probably no man loved peace
and hated war more than Sir Rab-
indranath. The time came when
his name became a household
word in his native country, for
his poems were known to both
the rich and the very poor. His
songs were sung in crowded city
quarters as well as by travelers
on the far-off caravan trails. Tens
of thousands were stirred by his
dream of world peace.

In 1913 came Tagore’s crown-
ing honor with the award of the
Nobel Prize in literature. It was
the first time that an Oriental
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had ever been chosen, and the
recognition of India’s great genius
brought praise from all sides.
Among English-speaking read-
ers, Sir Rabindranath drew almost
as enthusiastic a following as he
did among his own people. The
Irish poet, William Butler Yeats,
wrote a preface to one of the In-
dian poet’s works, and he told of
how tremendous had been the

- shock of his discovery of the noted

Oriental.

When Yeats related this to a
Bengal physician, the latter did
not seem the least surprised. The
doctor answered, “Every day I
read Rabindranath. One of his
verses makes me forget all the
annoyances of the world.”

In 1916, Tagore made a mem-
orable visit to America. Every-
where he traveled, he attracted
wide notice. People who saw him
could not soon forget the man
with the gentle eyes who went
about in the attire of his native
country. He was surely an impres-
sive figure in his long brown robes,
his patriarchal beard, and his iron
gray hair. Some felt he must have
resembled one of the Magi who
followed the Star, for when he
smiled, his whole countenance was
illuminated with his deep love for
humanity.

On a visit to Japan, he made
just as profound an impression
on the public. On one occasion Sir
Rabindranath was invited to speak

to a young people’s group. Those
boys and girls were moved to
admiration as they heard the cur-
ious visitor make this delightful
confession:

“Do not be frightened of me
or think that I am going to give
you a long lecture . . . I know I
look rather formidable with my
gray beard and white hair and
flowing India robe, and people
who know me by my exterior
make the absurd mistake that I
am an old man, and give me a
higher seat, and pay me deference
by keeping at a distance from
me. But if I show you my heart,
you will find it green and young
—perhaps younger than some of
you who are standing before me.
And you would find also that I am
childish enough to believe in
things which the grown-up people
of the modern age, with their
superior wisdom, have been
ashamed to own. That is to say,
I believe in an ideal life. I believe
that in a little flower there is a
living power hidden in its beauty
which is more potent than a
Maxim gun. I believe that in the
bird’s notes nature expresses her-
self with a force which is greater
than that revealed in the deafen-
ing roar of the cannonade.”

As any young person of today
knows, these are surprising and
challenging words. Nothing could
better reveal what sort of a thinker
and poet Sir Rabindranath Tagore
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really was. And, yet, in an age
when all the great nations were
building up powerful armaments,
he dared to dream of a world of
human brotherhood.

Was it nothing but a poet’s
crazy dream? Perhaps there may
be high-up statesmen who would
have us believe so, but thoughtful
persons know better. If beauty
and goodness are to last, the great
Oriental poet’s vision must come
true. The walls that creeping sus-
picion have built between nations
will have to come down.

More than eighteen years have
passed since Sir Rabindranath’s
death was headlined in the press,
but his voice is now coming back
to us, stronger than ever, in his
poems and sayings. It is as if he
carried a special “message” to
this age of H-bombs and rockets
and missiles.

He left many verses which
prove he always identified him-
self with the “little people” of the
world. Always he spoke of nature
and of things of the soul. A flower,
a mountain, a cloud—all sug-
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gest the Creator. It is doubtful if
ever a poet told of the love of
God with greater simplicity. Study
these samples of his thought, and
then judge for yourself:

“Let me think there is One
among those stars that guides
my life through the dark un-
known.”

“Wrong cannot afford defeat,
but Right can.”

“God waits for man to regain
his childhood in wisdom.”

“The noise of the moment
scoffs at the music of the
Eternal.”

“God is ashamed when the
prosperous boasts of His
special favor.”

“God grows weary of great
kingdoms, but never of little
flowers.”

“Those who have everything
but Thee, my God, laugh at
those who have nothing but
Thyself.”

o

A Physician’s
Paraphrase of

I Corinthians 13

by MARY WELCH

If T were to speak with the
combined vocabulary of medical
science and inspired genius in my
profession but had not the gift
of the Divine Compassion, I
should sound like the rattling of
unsterile instruments on a tray.

Though I were endowed with
surpassing insight and intuitive
comprehension added to my ra-
tional grasp of causes and cures of
human sicknesses: and though I
should have superior skill as a
surgeon in removing obstacles to
health and in binding up broken
bodies; if I yet should lack Divine

Compassion for human suffering, I
should be ineffectual as a con-
veyor of Life.

If 1 should invest all my sub-
stance in the cause of research and
exhaust all faculties, capacities,
and strength of my being and body
in effort to keep people from
dying, unless I also had Divine
Compassion, I should not be able
to help them to Live.

The Divine Compassion pre-
serves me from professional jeal-
ousy which envies my fellow phy-
sicians their skills, success, fame,
or position. It keeps me humble.

From Wayside Windows Newsletter, Oct.-Nov.-Dec., 1959. Used by per-

mission.
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It radio-activates the technician
and researcher in me making me
realize that I am a ministrant of
God’s Healing Light.

This Divine caring expresses
itself in blameless ways, irradiat-
ing my casual touch with tender-
ness that affirms the sanctity of
human personality and the eternal
values of human life. It seeks
nothing for itself and is not easily
frustrated. It passes no judg-
ments upon my patients and lays
upon them no blame for their suf-
ferings.

Divine Compassion never al-
lows me to flaunt my superior
ability when others fail but causes
me to rejoice in every new insight
received by other men. It inspires
me to consult with them at every
opportunity since new insight us-
ually comes when “two or three
are gathered together.”

This Compassion is longer than
the night of pain in my patients
and is stronger than the anxious
fears of their relatives. It inspires
endurance in the sufferer and com-
municates hope to the family. It
is the one inexhaustible factor
within me. My knowledge will
always be limited, my skill will

Summer

often seem fruitless, and my will-
ing giving of all I am will some-
times be too little to meet the
need.

For I know but partially and
my farthest reach for more skill
falls short.

But when these together fail
to effect restoration in the body
of my patient, even my helpless
presence emanating the Divine
Compassion shall be a convoy of
Peace attending the emergence of
the incorruptible body out of the
corruptible. Thus when I may
seem most to fail as a doctor try-
ing to defeat disease, I may see
Death slain by the radio-active
Light of Divine Compassion.

There are three Eternal verities:
faith, which is direct grasp of
Reality: hope, which is eager re-
ceptivity of new truth, and this
Divine Compassion. Of the three,
the greatest is to become a radia-
tion of the Divine Compassion.
— that self-forgetting caring
which makes me a partner with
God, Creator, re-creator, and the
Light that illumines every man
through whom it can gain en-
trance into the world.

W. E. Sangster

The 4 Chief Ways
to

CONVICTION

Can You Be Convinced By
Authority?

The shortest way to be sure
about anything is to accept it on
high authority, and—if we deal
specifically with the Christian re-
ligion—the highest authority is the
Bible and the Church. Many
people have come to satisfying
conviction by the simple accep-
tance of the teaching of the: Bible
clearly interpreted in the living
Church.

But the difficulty about this for
other people is that, before you
can have conviction this way, you
must first accept the authority of
the authority. How do they know
that the Bible is dependable and
the Church is its true interpreter?

Yet it is not irrational to accept
things on high authority. If a
surgeon says he must cut our body
open and take something out, we
let him. If a physician gives us

medicine and says, “Take it three
times a day,” we take it—often
without the slightest notion what
it is. If a ship is in a violent storm
at sea, no sane person suggests
that the thousand passengers meet
in the saloon and decide by ma-
jority vote how the ship should
be handled: they trust the expert
knowledge of the handful of of-
ficers and, in particular, of the
captain himself. It isn’t irrational
to take things on authority; it is
our daily habit. We are careful
in our selection of the authority
—we go to a highly qualified
physician when we are ill and not
to an African witch doctor—but
we rely on authority.

“But isn’t the Church itself
divided,” people say, “and don’t
scholars differ on Bible interpre-
tation?” The Church is divided
on some things, but increasing
love is drawing the varied parts

From Questions People Ask About Religion, by W. E. Sangster. Permission
of Abingdon Press, New York-Nashville. $2.25
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of it together, and the things on
which they differ have been gross-
ly exaggerated by their critics.
There is only one major matter
of conduct on which the Church
is dividled—whether or not
Christians should go to war. On
nearly every really important mor-
al question the Church speaks
with one voice.

There is authority here—high
authority. People who are not
themselves experts in theology and
Bible interpretation should bear
in mind that the way of Authority
is still a way worthy of respect.

Can You Be Convinced by
Intuition?

There are some things we know
without being told. We didn’t read
them in a book. They didn’t have
to be knocked into us by our
teachers. No scientific experiment
was necessary to prove them. We
just know them.

We always know (as we have
already noted) that love is better
than hate and kindness better than
cruelty.

We always know that beauty
pulls us. People vary in the way
they respond to beauty, but all
feel it—in a flower, in a land-
scape, in a sunset, in a sym-
phony. It needs no justification;
its proof is in itself.

We always know that truth is
better than a lie—however con-
venient lying might be on occa-
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sion! Nor is it truth only in the
conversation of day to day—but
truth in its deepest sense—the
truth of things. What a thrill to
solve a problem and find the
truth!

We always know that good-
ness is better than badness—
even if it appeals to us more in
some lovely deed of sacrifice than
in strict obedience to a high moral
code. Who can be unmoved by the
goodness of Elizabeth Pilenko, the
Russian nun who, on Good Fri-
day, 1945, saw a hysterical girl
in the line for the gas chamber
at Ravensbruck Concentration
Camp and said, “Don’t be fright-
ened. Look, Ill take your
turn . . . ,” and went to death
in her place?

Beauty, truth, goodness—how
real and high they are! Even when
we spurn them, we know in our-
selves that we are spurning the
best. How do we know? We just
do! They are inside us. Animals
don’t feel like this. We have sight
and insight.

If we follow these insights, they -

lead us to a Being to whom beauty,
truth, and goodness are supreme-
ly precious. Thus the way of Intu-
ition also is a way worthy of re-
spect.

Can You Be Convinced by
Reason?
Some people almost resent the
way of authority and tend to reject

v
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anything that they are taught. So
far from believing that their
teachers are seeking to pass on
to them the best our race has
learned in every area of life, they
half suspect that the teachers are
trying to impose outmoded ideas
on them in order to preserve the
present order of things. But a
thing isn’t wrong because it is
taught. I began arithmetic by
learning that one and one make
two, and I have had no reason in
all the intervening years to doubt
it.

These people may sincerely
doubt the adequacy, also, of the
way of Intuition. “It could con-
firm things,” a man said to me
once, “if I had been convinced
of them by any other means.” To
all such, the way of Reason offers
a road ahead—a long, difficult
and sometimes circuitous one, but
those who persist in it may hope
to come to conviction, though not
to certainty; and the little leap of
faith (as we shall show later) can
bring them even there.

We are, in a sense, on the way
of Reason in this book. We are
facing difficult questions. We are
beginning with life where we meet
it, rather than with the body of
doctrine the Church could offer to
us. We are trying honestly to
clear the ground by our own
thought to see whether we could
venture here in trust, or experi-
ment there, say, in prayer. We

THE FOUR CHIEF WAYS TO CONVICTION
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know enough already to know that
God cannot be disproved, and
perhaps the hope is already in us
that his existence and nature can
be put beyond all reasonable
doubt.

Let us press on. This is not the
most crowded way to our goal,
though almost all people use it on
part of the journey. We saw that
those who travel mainly by the
way of Authority use reason in se-
lecting the authority they follow.
But to some, this must be the
main way, and on this route one
can travel to conviction with G. J.
Romanes, and C. E. M. Joad, and
and C. S. Lewis (to name only
three out of hundreds of thou-
sands).

Can You Be Convinced by
Experience?

The fourth way to conviction
is the way of experience. It is the
claim to know God personally—
not just to know things about
him, but to know him. If 1 may
intrude with a personal witness,
I myself make that claim. I do
not see visions, or hear external
voices, but I know what it is to
be in the presence of God, and
to have the evil in me beaten
down and the good built up.

But all this is very private. One
can tell of these things, but not
give them to another. Many sin-
cere unbelievers say that it is all
delusion and how can we prove



