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As We Go To Presd

We saw the Christmas legend “He Became a Christian” (p. 1) in Fellowship
Messenger a year ago, and kept it in our files for you. Everyone in this office was
intrigued by it. We think it is a little classic. . . . Frank C. Laubach (p. 23) thfowa a
new view altogether on missionary work. His article in the fall issue on the subject of
the need for writers to make goodness interesting caused many letters to be written
asking where the writer could send such manuscripts. The point of the article was that
those writers who do make goodness interesting will find a market for their material
in the regular magazines. . . . Vincent Edwards (p. 11) shows us a new side to John
Calvin. It is too bad we are so prone to peg a man by one term, in this case “predes-
tination.” It’s like making America “The Rockies.” Every great religious leader to be
what he was had to sink deep roots into the devotional life though he may not have
exhibited it to the public. . . . Austin Pardue (p. 48), the Episcopal Bishop of
Pittsburgh, treats us to another example of his talent for making the truths of Chris-
tianity so alive and modern for today. We have two or three more that will follow.
This article was originally given as a radio talk, as were the others, and we hope he puts
them into book form socon. . . . Norman Vincent Peale (p. 14) makes one stand in
admiration of his ability to put out such good material so often. He never runs down
because he would tell you he does not run on his own strength. He is continually show-
ing people that the message of Christ is as modern as the newest graduate _in psy-
chiatry. . . . Grenville Kleiser (p. 51) has just had a book published by Prentice-Hall
called Make Your Life Worth Living. Many of his friends wished that some of “his
best” could be in permanent form, and here it is at last.

To all our friends, the entire staff of Clear Horizons says with heartfelt sincerity,
“Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. God bless you alll”
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( “But I did not sorrow: I rejoiced. Go, you and rejoice also.”

““He Became A Christian’’

ing overnight during Christ-

mas week in a city where we
had been lecturing. Living at the
hotel where we were stopping was
a good friend, Rabbi Goldman, of
the local Jewish Congregation. He
was a true scholar and, strange as
this may seem to some, was more
familiar with the teachings of Jesus,
and practiced them more faithfully,
than many professing Christians
whom we have known.

It was quite late and the streets
were almost deserted. It was grow-
ing cold, and snow was beginning
to fall, muffling into silence the
footsteps of occasional passers-by.
We sat looking out from the front
of the hotel lobby at a lighted
Christmas tree on the porch of an
old mansion across the street.

Ancient Jewish customs and
their relationship to the Christmas
Eve account had been the subject
of discussion. Suddenly the Rabbi
asked, “Did you ever hear the

SOME years ago we were stay-

story of the man who became a
Christian?”” We said that we prob-
ably had not heard the story to
which he referred, and prepared to
listen. “Well,” said the Rabbi, “this
is the story.”

“In Russia there was a devout
Jew, Jacob Markovsky by name.
And he was honorable, and gave
obedience to the law of God. One
day there came to him a great sor-
row. His only son went away and
became a Christian—a despised
maschumed !

“In shame and grief Jacob Mark-
ovsky ran quickly to the Rabbi
Elleiser: ‘Great disgrace has come
unto me,” he said, and he told the
Rabbi the whole story. ‘Give me,’
he cried, ‘your prayers that this
thing may pass from me and my
son shall be restored.’

“But Rabbi Elleiser shook his
head slowly. ‘There is nothing that
I can do,’ he said sadly. “What !’
demanded Jacob Markovsky, ‘My
only son becomes a maschumed and

From The Fellowship Messenger, Box 706, St. Petersburg, Florida. V. P.

Randall, editor. By permission,
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you, a Rabbi, can do nothing. Why
is this ¥’

“Slowly the Rabbi replied, as one
making a confession. ‘I, too, had an
only son, one which I dearly loved ;
but he went away as did your son
and became a Christian, and I
could do nothing.” Jacob Mark-
ovsky was astounded. “What! You
a Rabbi—one who serves God ac-
cording to the Law—and this
should come upon you! Why did
you not ask God to help you?

“‘Ah, but I did ask Him. I went
before Jehovah and told Him the
whole matter. And He listened,

=

Winter

kind and patient as a Father. And
when I was through He said, ‘My
child, there is nothing to be done’.”

“‘T was amazed at these words,
but He said to me, ‘I, Jehovah, also
had a son; and He, too, went away
and became a Christian. But I did
not sorrow : I rejoiced. Go, you and
rejoice also.’

“As Jacob Markovsky went
home he said to himself, over and
over, and very much in wonder,
‘Even Jehovah, Himself, had a Son
who went away and became a
Christian.” ”

=

Our Prayer
Adeline Roseberg

Upon the “Dedication” of our little son
God guide those little feet,

Along the path of right,

God teach those little hands to do,
What’s pleasing in Thy sight.

God let those sparkling eyes,

See what Thou would’st have done,
God may those ears be listening to
The Story of Thy Son.

God grant that little voice,

Give thanks to Thee each day,

In all ways ... grow in goodness . . .
In Jesus’ name we pray.

( This is God's world, He will bring the Remedy into fulfillment
in His own time. Let us see what the New Year will bring!

A New Day Dawns

Glenn Clark

EXT year will be the 21st
i \‘| birthday of the Camps
Farthest Out. We shall
come of age. We can vote. We are
going to vote for a peaceful world
where liberty and justice shall pre-
vail. And we are going to vote with
tremendous power for we are going
to have the accumulated training of
2] years behind us in the experi-
ence of effective prayer.

On the other side of the world
Gandhi, in his struggle for the
liberation of India, has proved be-
yond the shadow of a doubt that
victory can be ours if we conduct
our campaign on as high a plane
as he conducted his.

There is a marvelous similarity
in the pattern that we are following
to the pattern that he followed.
First of all he had a Camp Farthest
Out (he called it an Ashram) and
it also was about 21 years of age
when his real campaign seriously
began. He established a magazine,
Free India; we have established a
magazine, Clear Horizons. He
based his campaign on the Sermon
on the Mount; we, too, base our
campaign on the Sermon on the
Mount. The remarkable power in
his movement was derived from his
conviction that whatever victory is

first achieved in the inner soul will
always manifest in outward events.
That has been the foundation prin-
ciple of the Camps Farthest Out.
Gandhi took special pains, as we
had always tried to do, to see that
the means he used were as right-
eous as the ends he was set upon
achieving.

And last, but not least, the cen-
tral key to Gandhi’s greatest power
was summed up in the word Re-
nunciation. In a similar way, the
key to whatever power the Camps
Farthest Out have ever held can
be summed up in the word Re-
linquishment. Gandhi renounced
the world and then God gave it
back to him; he renounced Force
and God furnished him the true
inner Force necessary for victory;
he renounced leadership and God
gave him the greatest leadership
ever known to man in modern
times. For twenty-one years we
have taught Relinquishment as the
key to all vital prayer, at the Camps
Farthest Out; and Selflessness as
the key to all vital leadership. Put
Relinquishment and Selflessness to-
gether and we have the spirit of
the Renunciation that led Gandhi
to victory.

And in addition to all that, we

8
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have unbounded faith in the saving
Christ, and we know that as we
abide in his love and his love abides
in us, that unlimited, infinite power
of God goes with us. For love—
Divine Love—never fails.

Jesus counsels folks starting
movements like this to sit down
and deliberate whether with ten
thousand men they can encounter
a foe of twenty thousand. So let us
pause before we go farther and
make an inventory of the resources
that we can draw upon.

First, we have 100,000 loyal
praying people keeping the Quiet
Hour of Prayer every day. There
are probably a million more that
we don’t know of who have been
influenced by our books or the
books of our friends who could be
added to this number.

Second, we have hundreds of
Prayer Groups all over this land
that we know of, and a thousand
others that we don’t know of.

Third, we have a thousand Fan-
ner Bees—the shut-ins, the crip-
pled, the aged. We hope to find a
Queen Bee for every city soon who
can complete the rounding up of
these unseen reservoirs of spiritual
power.

Fourth, we have 20,000 sub-
scribers to Clear Horizons, and are
hoping to see this raised to 100,000
within the next few years—with
names on our stencilled lists that

Winter

can be reached in any hour of emer-
gency between sunup and sundown.

Fifth, there have sprung up
spontaneously vital, efficiently
working “Christ for Others”
(C. F. O.) groups in half the
largest cities of America, and we
have expectations of seeing similar
groups established in most of the
other cities soon.

Sixth, we have a small army of
inspired speakers ready and
equipped to bring vital messages to
these groups and these cities.

Seventh, we have twenty-one
Camps Farthest Out scheduled for
next summer, beginning in May
and ending in October, blanketing
the nation from tip to tip. Indeed,
we are better equipped in this line
than Gandhi was.

Eighth, these camps and these
speakers are now “spilling over”
into the other continents. Besides
sponsoring a representative, Karl
Hujer, to carry our prayers to a
select group of Gandhi leaders in
India this winter, we are backing
Frank Laubach as he returns to
Africa; and in the spring I am
planning a Camp Farthest Out
tour of the Philippines (two weeks)
and Japan (three weeks). The
party will be limited to twelve and
the cost will be $2,400 for the jour-
ney from March 3 to April 15. If
you are interested send in your
application at once. The Camp
Farthest Out will sponsor two

1949-1950

Spiritual Odysseys to Europe this
summer, the first from around June
14 to July 25 and the second from
July 25 to September 5. The cost
will be about $1,200. Write care of
Odyssey Tours, 1571 Grand Ave.,
St. Paul 5, Minnesota, about both
of these.

Ninth, we have three healing
centers: Merrybrook in Vermont;
Glennhaven in Florida, and Mel-
rose Manor in Indiana, besides
holding an annual healing school
and clinic at Bynden Wood, Penn-
sylvania. We are contemplating
holding similar ones in Arkansas
and other states.

Tenth, we are starting an Ideal
Village—a little City of God—on
virgin soil a few miles south of
Coral Gables, where folks can live
all year around in an atmosphere of
the Camps Farthest Out, of har-
mony and fellowship and good will.
Anyone interested should write to
Mrs. Minnie May Manfred, 4514
Alhambra Drive, Coral Gables,
Florida. If one will build within the
next two years he may obtain a 100
by 100 foot lot for the special rate
of $500.00.

But one can say that all these
things are scattered all over the
nation, that there should be some
center from which power and guid-
ance and some sort of coordination
could be derived. True. And for
that reason, our next step s to ar-
range for that permanent center.

A NEW DAY DAWNS 5

But as God is our only center and
as He is a Trinity, it would seem
fitting that we need a Trinity, too,
of directing centers, exclusively
separate in functions, and yet abso-
lutely one in spirit, to carry on ade-
quately this great program.

Our first need is already being
met in Saint Paul—as described
above — a distributing center for
spiritual literature that deals with
the deepening of the spiritual life.
Here also is the clearing house for
prayer groups, Fanner Bees, Camps
Farthest Out at home and abroad,
and the Home of the Prayer Tower,
administering to the needs of hun-
dreds every month.

Second, as St. Paul is centrally
located and is therefore a natural
distribution center for the nation,
Washington, D. C,, is the natural
center for marshalling the prayer
forces for government affairs. Here
there exists a real need for the right
building to serve as the Spiritual
Embassy building to shelter groups
that gather from all over the nation
to bring influence to bear upon
their congressmen to build for
peace and justice. We are waiting
on the Lord to lead us to the right
location for the successor to the
House on Cedar Street.

Third and finally, we are seeking
a year around training school that
can serve as a center for preparing
the youth who are eager to cast
their lives into spreading the mes-
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sage of the Mission Farthest Out.
We want guidance as to the place
and help in finding the funds to
bring this about.

The profound need for these last
two centers—a Clearing House in
Washington and a Training Cen-
ter in Maryland, or somewhere
nearby—is forcibly brought home
to us by the constant stream of re-
ports from abroad how our engi-
neers bring engineering but not
love, how our technicians carry
skills but not good will—how every
move we make in sending men and
money abroad is worse than wasted
unless the spirit of love and prayer
goes with them.

At Rhodes Grove this summer
Starr Daily caught a vision as clear
as the waters of Lake Winnipesau-
kee of how this need could be met
and exactly what our part in meet-
ing it should be. All around us we
see eager young people open to
the Christian message of good will
and peace, all ready to be trained

B
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NOTE: Glenn Clark’s The Divine Plan is now available in Ger-
man, Greek, Spanish and Japanese. Send for them at $.02 each
for friends in foreign countries. Write to Macalester Park Pub-
lishing Company, 1571 Grand Avenue, Saint Paul 5, Minnesota.

in what Dr. Laubach calls Prayer,
the Mightiest Force in the World.
If we were equipped to furnish
them six months’ training at a cen-
ter for study, three months of a
Washington practicum and attend-
ance at a few Camps Farthest Out,
all designed to help them know
from experience that the Kingdom
of Love is here and now, with an
army so trained, we could win the
world for Christ.

This is God’s world. He knows
its needs and He knows the remedy.
If He puts His approval upon this
plan as a bhasic approach to the
Remedy, then all is done. He will
bring it into fulfillment in His own
way and in His own time. Join with
Starr Daily, Frank Laubach, Wal-
ter Fiscus and thousands of others
of us who have been sharing this
vision together for many months
as we lift it now and leave it in the
loving hands of the Father. Let us
see what the New Year will bring
to pass! A New Day Dawns!

=

( It is the turning of our lives to Him as a flower to the sun.

Aligning Ourselves With God
And His Plan

G. V. McCausland

ROM time to time we forget
Fthe true purpose of prayer.

These wrong ideas of what
may be accomplished by prayer
may limit God in His work and
may hinder us in receiving the gifts
needed.

Prayer is the process of aligning
ourselves with God. It is not neces-
sary to convince God of our needs.
He knows all about these even be-
fore we ask. By means of prayer
we get ourselves in line with the
purposes of God so that our needs
may be filled.

We may be driving along a
highway and see Spring Water
coming out of the side of a moun-
tain. We do not have to argue with
the spring to convince it that we
are thirsty. All we have to do is to
put our cup in line with the flow
of the water and the cup will be
filled.

So it is with prayer. The heart
of God is breaking to give us His
good gifts. All we need to do is
to put ourselves in line with His
love and will.

We may come to the place where
we are in alignment with the power
which comes from God and yet we
do not receive. We wonder why
our needs are not being met. At

these times we might try examin-
ing our attitudes and thoughts to
see if there is a blockage some-
where. Fear is a blockage but fear
can be removed by love. “Perfect
love casteth out fear.”

Too tight a grip on our own
plans can prevent the living water
from God reaching us. A dog
might come into the dining room
at meal time with a slipper in his
mouth and we might try to give
the dog a nice piece of steak. It
would be necessary, however, for
the dog to drop the slipper before
it could receive the steak. Through
prayer we may come to the place
where we give up our plans for
God’s plans.

Prayer clears the vision so that
we see God’s plans for us and for
the world more as God sees them.
The windshields of our cars get
clouded with grease and dirt from
the road and from other cars. We
stop to clean the windshield and
go on our way more sure of the
road ahead. So it is with prayer.
We pause in the hurry of our every-
day work to clear our vision by
getting still.

Prayers need not be long. A
short prayer at the beginning of the
day and then the living of the day

1
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in expectation is the plan used by
some who live the life of prayer.
We can make every day of our lives
a prayer. Conversations made in
the presence of God are prayers.

So prayer is the aligning of our-
selves with God. It is the turning
of our lives te Him as a flower to
the sun.

Our cars get out of line and we
take them to a garage to have
them lined up for the road. When
our cars are out of line, they are

2

hard to drive and unnecessary wear
on the tires is the result. In line,
the car drives more easily and un-
necessary tension is eliminated.

The Prodigal Son was out of
alignment with his father. As soon
as the son turned to his father, he
put himself in line with all that was
good.

Prayer is the process by which
we put ourselves in line with the
gifts, blessings, peace and love of
Gad: s

B

Thy Shadow

Carolyn Browning Jorgensen

O Christ, Thy shadow let me be,
To come and go all day with Thee;

To reach my hand in kindly deed
Whene’er Thou see a soul in need ;

And stretch me out across the sea
As other nations turn to Thee.

Lord, shrink me wholly out of sight;
Thy noon-day glory is the Light

That hides myself from earthly eye
For all my life comes from on high.

O Christ, Thy shadow let me stay
To learn the sweetness of Thy Way.

B2 B

Faith is positive, enriching life in the here and now. Doubt is
negative, robbing life of glow and meaning. So though I do not
understand immortality I choose to believe.—I¥ebb Garrison.

QT T—————

([ From the appearance of the body on the couch I
knew that they thought I was approaching death.

I Know There Is No Death

C. C. Corran

HAD been a semi-invalid for
][ several years. Sometimes I

would become suddenly ill
without any apparent reason.

One Sunday evening on the street
with a friend in Seattle I began to
feel ill, and asked her to take me
to my room a few blocks away.
She took me to her nearby apart-
ment where she lived with a daugh-
ter and a son.

They placed me on a couch in
the living room. I grew worse and
finally lapsed into what they be-
lieved to be unconsciousness.

I felt myself leaving the physi-
cal body; the intense illness was
left behind. I saw the physical body
lying on the couch as if in death.
I had floated away upward to near
the top of the room, opposite to
where the body lay.

I retained a form somewhat simi-
lar to the physical body which I
had left; I felt that I was passing
through death. T still retained my
usual faculties, such as sensation,
sight and the consciousness of life.
I saw my friends in the room, could
hear them talking but somehow
knew that I could not communicate
with them.

I knew that they could not see
me leaving; but from the appear-
ance of the body on the couch I

knew that they thought that I was
approaching death. I knew they
were silently praying for my heal-
ing, and there was an atmosphere
of love pervading the room and I
felt light and free.

Then T had a consciousness that
I was leaving some work unfin-
ished, although I did not know
what the work was. I felt that I
was passing through death, or had
actually passed.

I believe that the prayers of my
friends together with the desire to
return and finish my work, brought
me back. I shall always believe,
however, that without those prayers
I would not have returned.

I came back to the body on the
couch; I did not seem to enter the
body but “fo take possession” of it.
To human appearance, I then re-
gained consciousness, but in fact I
had not at any time lost conscious-
ness.

After returning to consciousness
I had a nausea, but no pain, and
knew that I would soon be feeling
normal again. I told the folks to
retire for the night, but to leave
me on the couch as I did not want
to be moved. It was then about 9
o'clock P.M. I finally went to sleep
and the next morning ate some
breakfast and went to my office.
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I have always felt that I was
passing through death but had not
gone so far but what the forces of
love brought me back. It gave me
a better understanding of the power
of divine love as a healing power.

That experience was thirty-two
years ago. I never knew the work
I was leaving undone; I only hope
that I will have finished that work
ere my final summons comes.

B
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I know what death is like. I have
no fear of it nor of the experience
or conditions afterwards. I am
positive that the real individual will
not die; I am positive of eternal
life.

I believe that death and the
transition to another life will be
the most interesting experience of
life.

3

Fa >y

Meditation for Peace

Lulu Walton Quick

Y Father, I come to Thee,

M because I feel the great

need of Peace at the cen-

ter of my being and I know of no

other source whence a Divine Peace
can come.

I know that in order to achieve
this Peace and to abide in it I
must have at the inmost center of
my being first, Stillness, then a
Harmony which is akin to the
music of a great organ played by
a master musician,—a Harmony
like the rhythm of the music of the
spheres, created by Love and kept
eternally active by the propelling
force of Joy,—the “Joy of the
Lord.”

When I achieve this Stillness
and feel myself in tune with the
Infinite, then I realize that it is my
oneness with Thee, the source of
all Harmony, which makes the

whole pattern of my life as orderly
and sublime as the movement of
the stars in their courses, and the
rhythm of the tides of all the oceans
of the world.

In this quiet hour of realization
I feel stealing into my soul from
Thy great Heart of Love, that
Peace promised by the Master, the
Peace that passeth all understand-
ing. It passes my understanding,
O Father; but I know that Thou
art its source: and my soul bows
before Thee in adoration and Love,
—in gratitude and praise that I,
one of the least of Thy children,
have become both a receptacle of
and channel for Thy Divine Peace.

My desire, my earnest prayer,
O Father, is that from the depths
of my being I may radiate to all
the world my portion of Stillness,
Harmony, Love, Peace,—God.

( Although celebrated for his orthodoxy,

his prayers became very popular.

Two Prayers of John Calvin

Vincent Edwards

NYBODY who has been in
A Geneva, Switzerland, must

have a vivid memory of the
memorial that city has raised to
the leaders of the Protestant Ref-
ormation. One name in the group
stands out particularly. In the days
of our great-grandfathers John
Calvin personified the fundamen-
tals of the Presbyterian faith, and
“Calvinism” became a popular
word.

Though today probably not one
person in ten can define Calvin’s
doctrine of predestination, this
great cleric still throws a long
shadow down the years. As a
preacher in Paris, he became so
popular and drew such crowds that
Catholic churchmen, fearing his in-
fluence, had him driven from his
pulpit.

Calvin then went to Geneva,
where his story is history. From
that small city, his sermons and
writings went out to followers in
many places, and Geneva became
the citadel of Protestantism. His
interpretation of Holy Writ and
the doctrines he laid down were
eagerly accepted by those who had
broken away from the Catholic
Church, and his teachings had an
important part in shaping the be-
liefs of the Scotch Covenanters, the

French Huguenots and the Eng-
lish Puritans. The Geneva preach-
er's sermons once shook the evan-
gelical world to its foundations.

Although Calvin is celebrated for
his attempts to define orthodoxy,
he also did much inspirational
writing. His prayers became very
popular. Two of the best known of
these are his Morning and Evening
Prayer.

The first has a memorable asso-
ciation with another famous Pro-
testant. On the morning of St.
Bartholomew’s Day, 1572, the
great Huguenot leader of France,
Admiral Coligny, was reciting this
prayer with his chaplain when
assassins burst into his room and
stabbed them to death. The beauty
of the phraseology and its sublime
thought explain why it has been a
favorite with Presbyterians for
more than three hundred years:

“Almighty God, our Father and
Preserver! We give Thee thanks
that of Thy goodness Thou hast
watched over us the past night and
brought us to this day. We be-
seech Thee strengthen and guard
us by Thy Spirit that we may spend
it wholly in Thy service, aiming
at Thy glory and the salvation of
our fellow men. And even as Thou
sheddest now the beams of the sun

11
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upon the earth to give light unto
our bodies, so illuminate our souls
with the brightness of Thy Spirit
to guide us in the paths of Thine
obedience.

“May all our purpose be this
day to honor and serve Thee; may
we look for all prosperity to Thy
blessing only, and seek no object
but such as may be pleasing in
Thy sight. Enable us, O Lord,
while in labor for the body and the
life that now is, ever to look be-
yond into that heavenly life which
Thou hast promised Thy children.
Defend us in soul and body from
all harm. Guard us against the as-
saults of the devil and deliver us
from any danger that may beset us.
And seeing it is a small thing to
have begun well except we also
persevere, take us, O Lord, unto
Thy good keeping this day and all
our days.

“Continue and increase Thy
grace within us, until we shall be
perfectly united with the glory of
Thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,
the Sun of Righteousness, who
shall replenish our souls with His
eternal light and gladness. And
that we may obtain all these mer-
cies, be pleased to cast out of Thy
remembrance all our past offenses,
and of Thy boundless mercy for-
give them, as Thou hast promised
those who call upon Thee in sin-
cerity and truth. Hear us, O God,
our Father, and Redeemer, through
Jesus Christ our Lord. In whose

name we pray, as He hast taught
us, ‘Our Father who art in heaven,
Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for
ever. Amen.””

Calvin’s Evening Prayer is equal-
ly inspiring. It must have made a
strong appeal to another great pio-
neer of the Protestant faith. In the
year 1572, John Knox, the famous
Scotch reformer, died after long
years of preaching throughout his
country and influencing his hearers
to accept the new doctrine. As he
was nearing his end, almost the
last spoken words of the founder
of Scottish Presbyterianism was
this beautiful prayer of Calvin:

“O merciful God! Eternal Light
shining in darkness. Thou Who
dispellest the night of sin and all
blindness of heart, since Thou hast
appointed the night for rest and
the day for labor, we beseech Thee
grant that our bodies may rest in
peace and quietness, that afterward
they may be able to endure the
labor they must bear. Temper our
sleep that it be not disorderly, that
we may remain spotless both in
body and soul, yea that even our
sleep itself may be to Thy glory.

“Enlighten the eyes of our un-
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derstanding that we may not sleep
in death but always look for de-
liverance from this misery. Defend
us against all assaults of the devil
and take us into Thy holy protec-
tion. And although we have not
passed this day without greatly sin-
ning against Thee, we beseech Thee
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to hide our sins with Thy mercy
as Thou hidest all things on earth
with the darkness of the night, that
we may not be cast out from Thy
presence. Relieve and comfort all
those who are afflicted in mind,
body, or estate. Through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.”

B B
Prayer Adventures for “Shut-Ins”

Furniss Peterson

So you are a shut-in . . . you can’t get out into the world. Perhaps your
physical body can't, but your soul can .. . in prayer.

You can go adventuring in prayer as you listen to your radio. You hear
a newscaster telling of an earthquake in Peru, so you go to Peru. .. in
thought, in prayer, asking that God will help them all and cease the earth
from trembling. Or perhaps you hear of a child that is lost in the Maine
woods, so you go to Maine . . . you walk with that child, picturing in your
mind the lovely coolness of the woods, the path that shall lead the child out
to safety. Never dark foreboding woods, where danger lurks or where wild
animals prowl.

You hear of a great flood in China where thousands drown and other
thousands are starving because of the flood. In thought . . . prayer . .. you
try to lead them “by the still waters” . .. and you ask God to take the souls
of those who perished.

And you can go adventuring more pleasantly too ... a journey of thanks-
giving. You hear of neighbors in some distant town rebuilding a home which
was burned, a family having lost all of their possessions. You can help
“rebuild” that home by thanking God for the goodness of His children who
do these good deeds.

A plane flies by overhead, and you can ride up there too by asking God
to guide that plane safely to its destination, to bless all who are in it.

Yes, you can travel from one end of the earth to the other. .. a pleasant
journey which will refresh your soul, just by praying for others, being
with them wherever they are . . . whether in need of help or in need of
thanksgiving.

Try it sometimes . . . surely it is just as easy to pray as it is to say,
"Z:é[y, isn't that terrible,”” when you hear or read of people who are in need
of prayer.

. _Mr. Peterson writes a newspaper column under the pen-name of “Don Pajamas”
in Tucson, Arizona. He has been a “shut-in” for 15 years or more.

He has just written a Christmas song with Hoagy Carmichael which has been
recorded with the “Ink Spots” doing the vocal. The title of the song is “My Christmas
Song_ for You.” Perhaps you would like to ask your radio station to play it. The
bed-ridden Mr. Peterson is anything but a failure. He works hard, and he prays harder.
That is good advice for everyone.




({ A great revival of the simple religion of Jesus Christ

would cut down heart attacks.

How To Keep Well

Norman Vincent Peale

cently when a strange man
swung out of the upper berth
one morning and called me cheerily
by name. He had been at the meet-
ing where I spoke the night before.

“What you said last night is ab-
solutely true,” he said. “The simple
teachings of Jesus can help one
overcome sick tensions. Recently,
I had some large outstanding
loans. I became high-strung, rheu-
matic and couldn’t sleep. Then I
read and started to practice those
simple principles which He out-
lined. My mind became filled with
a deep peace, and I began to be
successful, both in business and as
a person. I've been well ever since
—all the stiffness, coughing, head-
aches and sinus gone!”

Jesus said, “I am come that ye
might have life and that ye might
have it more abumdantly.” (John
10:10) People who have abundant
life do not conduct themselves in
an undisciplined manner. When a
man is master of life, he is never
discouraged, he is composed, with
untapped reservoirs of power.

William James, one of the great
psychological minds, says that the
Christian religion releases the most
powerful energies of the soul, so
that nothing can overcome them.

I[ WAS traveling by train re-

Christ teaches us to be conscious
of an easy, unhampered, unimpeded
flow of power. Do today what is
before you in a serene and calm
manner, and you will meet crises
with efficiency. Many housewives
have learned that anxiety and
nervous fatigue are strangers to
the children of God.

I know a businessman who sits
at a cluttered desk with problems
and appointments all day long and
half the night. He developed a pain
in the stomach, lost his appetite,
snapped at his associates, and
created friction. Finally, he went to
a doctor.

“Here is my prescription,” said
the physician. “Every night, rain,
snow or starlight, go out with your
wife and walk for thirty minutes.
Then come in, get down on your
knees and pray that the peace of
God will come into your mind and
into your heart.”

In half a month, the man felt
and looked a decade younger.

No medicine, no operation, no
sanitarium: just physical exercise
and the benediction of the peace of
God, at the end of day. ‘A great
revival of the simple religion of
Jesus Christ would cut down heart
attacks, and practically empty the
sanitariums. You can prove that to
yourself.

From Guideposts, February, 1949, Pawling, N. Y.
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( Some ministers are making church services so

alive that their churches are packed

They Make Church Services
Entertaining

E. M. Marshall

HILE there is no use deny-
&5&/ ing that religion is being
crowded out of the lives of
many by moving pictures, televi-
sion, the radio, stage, sports, and
household duties, it is good to re-
member that some ministers are
overcoming religious indifference
by making church services so alive,
so full of entertainment, that their
churches are always packed.

To Jo Peterson, who is an advo-
cate of advertising, it was easy to
campaign for religion just as
merchants do for whatever material
product they are selling. So none
of her congregation is now sur-
prised by posters, billboards and
cards in many languages which are
serving to increase the number and
the interest of the congregation at
189 Madison Street in Chicago.
The ability to use five languages
is a potent factor in the success of
the venture.

When Rev. Sherman H. Splet
resorted to the use of sleight of
hand tricks at the First Methodist
Church in Salamanaca, his efforts
were viewed in much the same
light as advertising in foreign lan-
guages. But he knew that sleight
of hand delighted children and

counted on his young parishioners
to bring their parents, which would
give him a chance to get over a
religious message to those who are
not interested in spiritual things
and who must have some novelty
even to a religious discussion be-
fore they will listen.

By reversing the passing of the
plate at Walton, N. Y., Rev. Grant
Robinson not only aroused interest
but got results that proved profit-
able as well. He asked that each of
his parishioners invest the dollar
taken from the plate in any way
they considered profitable and then
return either the dollar or the
profits it made to the church. The
results were astounding. They
proved that God can give as well
as He can take away. For very few
returned only the single dollar.
There were many who brought
back five, ten, twenty and even one
three hundred dollar repayment.
All kinds of ventures adapted to
the individual’s abilities were used
in multiplying the dollar.

In Los Angeles, Bill Hay found
a way, and a very interesting one,
to get across daily readings of the
Bible for periods of 15 minutes
each. His listeners send in thou-
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16 CLEAR HORIZONS

sands of letters for what was first
viewed with the greatest skepticism
by radio officials.

By putting complete church serv-
ices on records much as the soap
operas of radio are made, Arthur
L. Becker helps not only those who
are shut in and unable to attend
services, but also churches having
no choirs. They can obtain a series
of recordings to help make their
meetings more attractive. He
dramatizes Bible lessons and brings
them up to the minute, using the
same tactics he practiced when he
was selling insurance to further the
gospel.

Dolls which are dressed after the
fashions in Old Testament days
bring the Bible to life as realities
to even the very young and are the
means which Diana Forman uses.
Not that she restricts: her work
only to the young. In fact, she is
extending it into other fields like
health and hygiene, the dangers
stemming from intolerance, the
similarity of great people of other
times to those of today, etc.

At the Unity School of Chris-
tianity of Kansas City, Mo., man-

B

Winter

aged by the Fillmore Brothers for
nearly 60 years, they have suc-
ceeded in changing the attitudes of
the congregation by changing the
kinds of hymns used. They stress
those having hopeful attitudes be-
cause they believe this music to
bring about the best results. As
more than 5 million now are striv-
ing to carry out their ideals of hap-
piness, the Fillmore Brothers are
keeping right on using radio, cor-
respondence courses, music and
pamphlets to sell religion.

And thus these ministers go far
in fulfilling the specifications which
the Reverend Doctor Edgar. De-
Witt Jones declared as those of a
good minister. He said, “He
should get religion like a Metho-
dist; experience it like a Baptist;
be sure of it like a Disciple; stick
to it like a Lutheran; pray for it
like a Presbyterian; conciliate it
like a Congregationalist; glorify it
like a Jew; be proud of it like an
Episcopalian; practice it like a
Christian Scientist; propagate it
like a Roman Catholic; work for it
like a Salvation Army lassie; and
enjoy it like a colored man.”

B

There is one power mightier than armies and that is an idea when

its time has come.—FVictor Hugo.

_ Public opinion when informed, effectively organized, and buttressed
with moral principle is the most powerful factor in American political

life—Dorothy Detzer.

( Jesus carefully instructed His disciples in certain techniques.

I Gained Confidence by
Applying Christianity

John J. Porter

Noted chemist, engineer, Chairman of the Board of North American
Cement Co. and Director, Porter Chemical Co,

‘ FEW years ago I had to
A see a particularly hard-

boiled individual and ask
him a business favor. For hours
before the interview, I went over
in my mind what I should say, and
I kept getting more and more ner-
vous.

Finally, I recognized that I was
preparing the wrong way. I had re-
cently been formulating some tech-
niques for applying Christianity to
everyday situations. So I repeated
to myself, “The Lord is my light
and my salvation, whom shall T
fear?” As a result, all nervousness
left me. The interview was success-
ful.

This is what I have worked out
as a technique of affirmation. The
effect of continual repetition of any
statement is well known. I came to
realize from my Bible reading that
there are a number of instances
where Jesus used affirmations in
meeting problems.

Another workable method for
conquering fear is the understand-
ing of etermity. Since our life on
this earth is but a second in eterni-
ty, is it not foolish to become so

From Christian Laymen Magazine.

preoccupied with life that we be-
come frightened by our troubles?

It is good to go out under the
stars on a clear night and look off
into the vast spaces of infinity.
Our minds can then dwell on the
majesty of God and on the promise
of eternal life with Him. We put
our affairs into proper perspective.

A third way to develop spiritual
strength is to seek the company of
those who have faith. Emotions,
good and bad, are contagious. Our
fears or our faith may be greatly
increased by the company we keep.

What about the techniques for
getting along with people? It is
sometimes very difficult to love
people. I have found three tech-
niques which help.

The first is to pray for those who
offend us. This forces out of our
hearts all negative feelings. Almost
always our prayers, or our changed
attitude (I don’t know which),
produces a marked change in the
other person.

Next, remind yourself that even
the most obnoxious person is a
child of God.

I set myself to listing the good
qualities in certain people to offset
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