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( “Like radios, we seem to be tuned in to each other.”

Prayer and Mental Telepathy

Frank C. Laubach

N HONEST clergyman
Acon fessed that he was baffled
by a problem which puzzles
many people. “I do not believe that
prayer for other people does them
any good unless they hear me pray-
ing,” he said. “When I pray with
my congregation before me, they
hear what I say, and I open their
minds toward God. That is under-
standable. But when I pray for a
Russian leader ten thousand miles
away, what happens? I surely can-
not persuade God to try harder to
help Stalin, for God is like Christ,
always doing His best. So what’s
the use ?”
This is how I answered him:
“You can’t escape facts. The fact
is that thousands upon thousands of
people are being helped by inter-
cessory prayer even when they are
beyond the range of our voices.
Missionaries beg people on the

other side of the world to pray hard

for them. They feel power when
others pray, and are weak when
others stop praying. Have you seen
the poem, ‘The Power of Inter-
cession’?

“Ten thousand people in Amer-
ica promised to pray for our literacy
work. Their prayers have opened
the doors of men’s hearts around
the whole world like an invisible
love force, and have made impos-
sible obstacles melt away like steel
before a blow torch. The enormous
results which appear when many
people pray is what makes me sure
we can do any good thing if enough
of us pray enough. Intercessory
prayer is as irresistible as Jesus de-
clared it was—"Whatsoever ye ask
in my name believing it shall be
done’ He said that a dozen different
ways.

“But you ask why, and the answer
is not easy. You are right when you
say that God always does His best,

From Prayer, The Mightiest Force In The World by Frank C. Laubach.
Fleming H. Revell Company, N. Y. Copyright 1946. By Permission.
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and that we do not persuade God
to try harder. There is another ex-
planation—that we persuade people
to listen to God.”

“Persuade them? How could we,
when they are far away and don't
hear us?”

“Perhaps they do hear us,” I told
him. “Their subconscious minds
might hear us with that sixth sense
called telepathy. That is a possible
explanation, and recent experiments
make it reasonable. Every mind, it
now seems probable, unconsciously
receives more or less messages from
other minds. We all know people
who felt intuitively whentheirloved
ones at a distance went through
peril or pain or death, The British
and American Annals of Psychic
Research contain thousands of these
instances. Recent experiments,
especially those of Professor Rhine
of Duke University, have silenced
the majority of doubters concerning
extrasensory perception.

" “Like radios, we seem to be tuned
in to each other a part of the time,
and turned off at other times. QOur
tuning-in buttons seem to be in the
unconscious mind and nearly out of
conscious control, just as the heart-
beat is nearly out of our control.
It is likely that every time we think
intensely, some people near and far
who happen to be tuned in to us
get our thoughts without knowing
where their ideas come from. Pos-
sibly telepathy employs electronic
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energy as the radio does, but on
the other hand telepathy may be
‘pure mind’ or ‘purely spiritual,’ for
all we yet know.”

“I believe in telepathy. In fact,
I have experienced it. Who hasn’t ?”
said the clergyman. “But how does
telepathy help God ?”

I replied :

“People listen to each other a
million times before they listen to
God once. Their thoughts are turned
outward, not upward. ‘If you
pray for a man a thousand miles
away, his unconscious mind may at
that very moment be attuned out-
ward toward you. If so, he will
get your prayer, and that may start
in him a desire for ‘God. Desire is
what tunes men in to God. If you
thus help turn a man toward God,
you perform the service of a tele-
phone operator, you connect the
man with God. That helps God to
speak to him directly.

“Suppose, for example, a hun-
dred people are praying for the
President of the United States,
‘Lord, help the President to feel
hungry and thirsty for Thy wis-
dom,” and the President is tuned in
to some or many of that hundred.
If so, he will get their prayer sub-
consciously and will feel a desire to
look up, listening to God ; then God
can tell the President directly the
right answer to his problems.

“Thus, by praying, people help
God reach the President just as you
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help God reach your congregation
when they hear you preach or pray
in church. The President hears
them by mental radio.”

A dozen of us had an electrifying
demonstration of this at a retreat
in Washington city January 2, 1945,
We felt that President Roosevelt
needed our prayers because the fu-
ture so greatly hinged upon his do-
ing God’s will. So we decided to
send Walter Judd and Rufus Jones
to see the President, but, first, we
all prayed. Here is the secretary’s
report of what happened :

“Somebody placed a picture of
President Roosevelt on the mantle
beside a picture of Christ. ‘Let us
try to see Christ speaking to Roose-
velt,” he said. After a long silence,
a wonderful thing happened. I
never before saw a Quaker kneel,
but Rufus Jones knelt and offered a
powerful prayer for Franklin
Roosevelt. As this great man knelt,
I saw him lifted so far above Roose-
velt that I felt the very heavens
pouring down through him and
flooding Roosevelt with light and
love and humility. In another room
the phone rang, and the Secretary
of Roosevelt, Miss Tumulty, gave
a long personal message to our
hostess, Marion Johnson, from her
cousin, Franklin Roosevelt. When
the news of that message at that
moment came, Glenn Clark said,
“This was a ribbon of love between
the White House and us. I know

”ry

our prayer was “‘on the beam.

Certainly there is nothing ethic-
ally wrong in telepathy. God hears
our silent prayers and we hear His
silent answer from mind to mind,
or, in other words, telepathically.
If telepathy operates between God
and man it is just as right to use
telepathy for drawing others to God
as it is to preach to them in church.
It is not a question of right or
wrong. Nor is it a question of taste
or distaste. It is only a question of
fact. Isita fact orisn'tit?

“But,” asked a minister, “if the
other man is not tuned in to me
when I pray, is my prayer lost?”

“That,” T replied, “is one more
thing we do not know yet. When
you pray in church, what percent-
age of your congregation really are
listening to you? You might be
horrified if you knew. But even if
the people we pray for are not tuned
in, somebody somewhere in the
world is tuned in and catches our
prayer. Every prayer is a world
broadcast, and somebody always is
listening in. So your prayers are
never wasted. No prayer ends with
your congregation. Even if your
flock are not listening, your prayer
reaches an audience thousands of
miles beyond the reach of your
voice. It goes around the world!
I pray, God hears, and then He
helps my friend.”

But the formula which would
express “our helping God” is this:
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My friend is closed toward God
but open toward me.

By prayer for him I open toward
him and God.

Then God speaks to him through
me.

My friend feels a desire for God

and opens toward Him.

This is exactly what we do when
we talk to our friend about God, or
preach at him from a pulpit, or
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talk to him over the radio, or write
him a letter about God, or send him
a Bible. The same things happen
when we pray, because the mind is
a “mental radio.” Many of us, be-
cause we believe this, pray with
great faith—and when there is great
faith there are great results.

This idea of helping God fits in
perfectly with His loving nature,
with man’s stubborn nature, and
with what the Bible tells us.

I Love the Emptiness of Night!
Dorothy Alice Elwell

I love the emptiness of night,

A curtain drawn on time and space,
Where mystic stars drip silent dreams
To kiss my waiting upturned face—
While ashes of a burned-out day

Lie buried in the sand beneath

My feet!

I love the emptiness of night,

A bowl well drained of peopled days,
Where whispered breath of ages past
Blows on the reed tonight and plays
Great organ notes of majesty—

The echo of Eternity

In night!

([ The surgeon at the shrine
symbolizes the true synthesis.

Worship and Work and Service

Roy A. Burkhart

ORSHIP needs to fructify
&j&/ in work and service, in
the search for truth and in
the application of truth to the solv-
ing of problems. Suppose one were
to ask Christ, “Am I to find God in
worship or in conduct?’ Jesus
might answer in this fashion, “A
certain man went down from Jeru-
salem to Jericho and fell among
thieves. They beat him and robbed
him and left him for dead. Two
ecclesiastics, a priest and a Levite
—in your language, a minister and
a deacon—vpassed by on the other
side. There came a Samaritan, a
religious outcast—in your language,
a Jew, a Negro, a labor leader.
This man cleansed the victim’s
wounds with oil and wine and
bound him up. He put him on his
own beast, and took him to an inn,
and paid for his care and said,
‘Look after him until I return and
I will pay the account.” Go thou
and do likewise.”

The answer is clear and unmis-
takable. Religion is conduct, re-
ligion is social righteousness. There
can be doubt about it only by doubt-
ing that Jesus meant what he said.

The difficulty lies in obeying the
imperative to go and do likewise.
Most of our fancied intellectual
doubts have their root in sheer lazi-
ness and indifference.

Yet on another day one may fol-
low Jesus up the highway to a little
village called Bethany into a tiny
cottage where dwelt Mary and
Martha and Lazarus. Martha is
busy preparing the meal, she is
bustling in the pantry. But the pen-
sive Mary sits at his feet and listens
to the words that fall from his lips.
“Master,” cries Martha, “bid my
sister that she help me with the
work.” And Jesus replies : “She has
chosen the better part and it shall
not be taken away from her.” This
is the same Jesus who also de-
clared, Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy soul and with all thy mind, and
thy neighbor as thyself; for this is
the law and the prophets.

So religion is love, this is certain
too, intense, passionate, consuming
love. But religion is conduct also,
straightforward and honest. Such
conduct, however—and this is the
synthesis that resolves the contra-

From The Church and the Returning Soldier, by Roy A. Burkhart. Harper and

Brothers. Copyright, 1945,
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diction—can arise only out of the
vision of God. It is a derivative
of the soul’s communion with Him.
The line between worship and ac-
tion must never be allowed to sep-
arate them in twain. Beatrice
Plumb tells of being in the Phy-
sicians’ Church and seeing a man
enter and proceed to the chancel.
She recognized the worshipper as
a distinguished surgeon whose op-
erations were regarded as modern
miracles. “Why was that great man
there? I saw him lift his fine sur-
geon’s hands on the altar rail, his
face uplifted as in urgent prayer.
I stared at those strong, white
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hands uplifted in silent supplica-
tion. Was he pleading for Christ’s
touch - with its ancient power to
come to them? I don’t know. But
I read a few days later that he had
successfully performed an opera-
tion which would go down in sur-
gical annals as the first decisive
victory over a horrible disease be-
fore which the earth’s doctors had
stood powerless. I said to myself
in the words of Parisian Pace, ‘I
dressed him and God healed him.””

That surgeon at the shrine sym-
bolizes the true synthesis—worship
and work. To do either well, one
must do both.

The Footpath to Peace

To be glad of life, because it gives you the chance to love and to work

and to play and to look up at the stars; to be satisfied with your pos-
sessions, but not contented with yourself until you have made the best
of them; to despise nothing in the world except falsehood and mean-
ness, and to fear nothing except cowardice; to be governed by your ad-
mirations, rather than by your disgusts; to covet nothing that is your
neighbor’s except his kindness of heart and gentleness of manners; to
think seldom of your enemies, often of your friends; and every day of
Christ ; and to spend as much time as you can with body and with spirit
of God’s out-of-doors—these are little guide-posts on the footpath of

Peace.
—Henry Van Dyke

( It seemed that she was so close to God.

“God Bless You”’

Gladys M. Cave

HENEVER I hear the
%}&/ words “God bless you” I
think of a sweet-faced old
lady who owned a little millinery
store in our town. Men and women,
boys and girls \called her “Aunt
Kate.” In times of adversity or
prosperity she was the most cheer-
ful person in the community. Peo-
ple shared their joys and sorrows
with her, and she gave them un-
failing sympathy and understand-
ing. She always had time to speak
a word of encouragement to those
in trouble or perplexity. Wherever
she went there was an atmosphere
of peace and love.

One day I asked her the secret of
her perpetually happy disposition.
A smile spread over her calm fea-
tures and lit up her faded eyes. “It’s
a plan I tried a long, long time
ago,” she said. “In the years that
followed, it has paid rich divi-
dends.

“Every morning when I open
my store, I pray that I may be a
blessing to someone during the
day. As each customer enters, I
silently say, ‘God bless you.” And
whether they come to make a pur-
chase or collect a bill, it’s surpris-
ing what a difference that blessing

From Weekly Unity, May 19, 1945,

makes. Of course they are not
conscious of my little prayer, but
somehow it helps me to receive
them more graciously and kindly.

“Then when I lock the door
at night I pray that, in my own
humble way, I may have been a
reflection of the gentle Master
whom I serve and love. Sometimes
a woman will tell me that she and
her husband are unhappy in their
relationship with each other, and
I ask her to try my plan. For, you
see, if she whispers, ‘God bless
you,” when her husband leaves in
the morning and returns at night,
she cannot be angry or bitter or
resentful. That is the first stone in
the foundation of a harmonious
home life.

“I ask children to begin the day
at home and school by praying
that God will bless their parents
and teachers. I suggest to church-
women that they repeat the bless-
ing silently as they enter upon
their social meetings. They tell me
that imaginary slights or little
hurts are quickly forgotten and
forgiven in the warmth of the
words ‘God bless you.’

“I tell employers and employees
that they will be more conscious of
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cooperation and good will if they
begin the day’s work by asking
God to bless those around them.
There can be no hatred or vindic-
tiveness when the air is charged
with blessing. That has been my
‘secret weapon’ for many happy,
successful years. It changed my life
and the lives of many with whom
I have come in contact. Try it, it
never fails.”

Summer

There was a heavenly light shin-
ing in her face as she spoke, and it
seemed that she was close to God.

When I left the little shop I felt
that a mantle of love had been
wrapped around me, and I went on
my way conscious of the power for
good in a life dedicated to the up-
lifting of mankind by the tender
prayer “God bless you.”

God’s Love

Louwise Woodman Mani

Dear God, I find when night is dark

And deeps are tempest tossed,

Thy loving stillness covers all my world —
The world I wooed for happiness, and lost.

But lost to find a closer, dearer door
Opening to a consciousness of Thee,
How frail this joy I wooed, what dust of dreams
When wakened in this quiet ecstasy.

@

@

Divine Power

When power is pointed toward a loving purpose, it is like a stream
headed for the sea. It may be dammed up or diverted, but sooner or later
it reaches water level. Christ-like power may be thwarted and crucified,
but it is headed Godward and sooner or later it gets home.

—Ralph W. Sockman

4

(I The future is likely to be a race between the
Haushofers and Jesus of Nazareth,

Global Strategists: Christ and
Haushofer

Walter W. Van Kirk

HETHER or not this glo-
§ N ; bal era will bring with it a
more abundant life for the
children of men remains to be
seen. It may. Then again it may
not. A great deal depends upon
whether the patterns of human con-
duct are to be those conceived by
geopoliticians such as Karl Haus-
hofer of Germany or those con-
ceived by the master mind of re-
ligious strategy, Jesus of Nazareth.
It isone of theironies of history that
the name of FHaushofer should be
linked with that of Jesus. Both
these men, the one a Munich pro-
fessor and the other a Galilean
preacher, were global strategists;
both had a view of the world in
terms of conquest; both had the
eyes to see, beyond the confines of
their habitation, the broader vistas
of a Lebensraum coextensive with
the ends of the earth; both encom-
passed within the framework of
their philosophy the totality of hu-
man relations; both were revolu-
tionists.
Haushofer’s passion was geo-
graphy. He was interested not in

the descriptive maps of yesterday
but in the global geography of geo-
politics. His was the geography not
of a dead past but of a dynamic and
earth-shaking future. He looked
upon geography as a science of con-
quest, It was natural, therefore,
that Hitler, in so far as it served
his purpose, should have used the
map-making of the Munich pro-
fessor as the intellectual ground-
work for his campaign of world
dominion. It was upon the anvil
of Haushofer’s geopolitics that the
Austrian-born  German corporal
forged the Rome-Berlin-Tokyo
Axis.

Haushofer’s interest for us lies
in the fact that his thinking was
along global lines. He saw the world
in its entirety. He ridiculed the na-
tions of the West for their pre-
occupation with Atlanto-centric
maps, His political outlook was
global. His military strategy was
global. What Professor Karl Haus-
hofer saw and what the earlier pio-
neers of geopolitics had seen no
less clearly was a world that is one
world.

From A Christian Global Strategy by Walter W. Van Kirk. Willett, Clark
and Company, Chicago. Copyright 1945. By Permission.
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This emphasis on the underlying
global aspects of the material uni-
verse and of human relations is but
a belated recognition of the funda-
mentals of the Christian gospel.
Jesus, too, was interested in geog-
raphy, but for a different reason.
He, too, forged an axis, not of mili-
tary might but of spiritual power.
He, too, contemplated the bridging
of the gap between East and West,
not by the instruments of physical
violence but by the sword of the
Spirit. Haushofer was a global
strategist in the area of power
politics and of military operations.
Jesus was a global strategist in the
area of religion. Against the paro-
chialism and self-centeredness of
the Western “plutocracies,” Haus-
hofer projected his dazzling con-
ception of the universals in terms
of German military conquest.
Against the parochialism and self-
centeredness of the Pharisees, Jesus
projected his even more daring con-
ception of the universals in terms
of an over-all spiritual conquest.

The future is likely to be a race
between the Haushofers and Jesus
of Nazareth. The Munich profes-
sor’s conception of consolidating
the world of humans through the
authoritarian despotism of a
“chosen people” stands in striking
contrast to the strategy of world
conquest revealed in the teaching
and practice of Jesus. The night of
darkness from which mankind is
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just now emerging will once again
engulf the world unless the strategy
employed by Hitler to implement
Haushofer’s geopolitics is sup-
planted by a global strategy of
Christian conquest.

It is important in this connection
to bear in mind the essentially
revolutionary character of the early
Christian movement. Jesus was a
revolutionist.

To the mind of Jesus all men,
regardless of color or of the many
other considerations with which
secular revolutions are primarily
concerned, were to enjoy to the full
the benefits of citizenship in the
Kingdom of God. With Jesus, there
was no segregation, no setting of
man against man, no pitting of class
against class. Political devices and
social prides and inherited bigot-
ries which deny to certain members
of society the rights and preroga-
tives enjoyed by other members of
society were anathema to Jesus. He
lifted the slaves of his day to such
a level of human dignity and worth
as was insufferable to imperial
Rome. And he did this without the
bludgeon and the firebrand of the
secular revolutionist. Jesus made no
frontal assault upon Rome. But he
injected a leaven into the social and
political order that challenged
every conception of caste and priv-
ilege and that contributed to the be-
ginning of the decline of the Roman
empire.
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We are here concerned with the
global aspects of the Christian rev-
olution. It is in his quarrel with
the Pharisees that we see Jesus in
action upon the world front. The
Pharisees were religious isolation-
ists. They were parochial in their
philosophy and insular in their out-
look. They interpreted religion in
terms of their national heritage and
in relation to their ethnic back-
ground. They were the “chosen
people” of their day and the mes-
sage of God to the world was to be
mediated through them and only
through them.

To the Pharisees the teachings of
Jesus were heresy compounded
with treason. They regarded the
global outlook of Jesus as pre-
sumptuous folly if not downright
wickedness. They had anticipated
the establishment of a kingdom of
national proportions from the ram-
parts of which there would flutter
the racial and religious banners of
their fathers, a kingdom the gov-
ernment and direction of which
would be entrusted to them as the
chosen people of God.

Jesus, committed to a world view,
broke violently with the Pharisees.
“Many shall come from the east and
the west,” he declared, “and sit
down with Abraham and Isaac in
the kingdom of heaven.” To Jesus
the Temple was “a house of prayer
for all peoples.” The gospel he pro-
claimed was to be preached “to all

nations.” Therewasto be “one fold”
and “one shepherd.” Here was a
philosophy of global dynamics that
was breathtaking in its implications.
The geopolitics of Mackinder and
Haushofer and of all the lesser
breed of secular totalitarians
matches neither in the boldness of
its conception nor in the sweep of
its vision the all-embracing and
earth-circling formula of total
conquest reflected in the insights
and outlook of Jesus Christ.

Jesus’ world in a physical sense
was a very small world. His con-
ception of brotherhood had, there-
fore, more to do with spiritual re-
lationships than with maps. The
geographies of his day were not so
expansive in terms of longitude and
latitude as are the geographies of
today. Yet the global strategy of
Christian conquest which is implicit
in the teachings of Jesus is as rele-
vant for our world as it was for his.
The mountains, seas, rivers and
continents regarded by the Haus-
hofers as hazards to be overcome in
realizing their grandiose schemes of
physical conquest are the same
mountains, seas, rivers and conti-
nents embraced within the outreach
of Jesus' conception of spiritual
conquest. Inwardly the faith Jesus
proclaimed was intended to possess
the whole of man, as outwardly it
was intended to permeate the en-
tirety of the universe in which man
lives. This, then, was the goal which
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Jesus of Nazareth set before his
disciples and before all who listened
to his voice—the achieving of a
spiritual fellowship that was to be
supranatural and supraracial, a fel-
lowship that was to be ceaselessly
expanded until it reached to the
ends of the earth.

It was on the occasion of Pente-
cost that Christianity became truly
global. Whether the “gift of
tongues” is to be interpreted liter-
ally or symbolically, the experience
of those who had gathered in the
Upper Room was of a kind to
stamp the early Christian movement
with the seal of ecumenical and
the universal. Meanwhile Judaism,
rendered impotent by the exclu-
sive and parochial outlook, sought
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desperately and in vain to insulate
its traditional faith against the
dynamic thrusts of the Christian
revolution. As the Pharasees beat
their breasts in protest over the
seeming disregard of Jesus’ fol-
lowers for the faith of their fathers,
the early Christians embarked upon
a spiritual adventure that was des-
tined to extend its influence
throughout the then known world.
The Book of Acts tells the story.
It is a story of incredible daring,
and eloquent in its exposition of the
universals of the Christian enter-
prise. The Book of Acts together
with the writings of the apostles as
recorded in the New Testament is
the Christian answer to Haushofer.

Power Needs Morality

B ; :
Well, the war is over, and, as you say, we are all wondering about

the atomic bomb. No one is afraid of the atomic bomb. We are afraid of
man, and I think the truth is that we are afraid of ourselves. It is because
we are like the people in the world that we fear, that we sit in despair
and face the future world like doomed men. And well we may feel that
way, for the kind of people we are, are destined to tragedy because we
are what we have chosen to be.

“Before the war some Englishman said that this civilization had the
power of gods in the hands of apes! It is because we feel that we are
moral apes that we fear the power of the atomic bomb. All power needs
morality on the highest level to control it. That is why I can see no
hope for the world outside religion, and I feel that in the faith that we
have in Jesus Christ the hope of the world is most truly grounded.”

—Rev. James S. Elliott

( Loving others leads to a richer and happier life.

The Love of God Passeth All
Understanding

Lisabeth Wakeley

the Great Depression, that I

learned how the love of God,
exercised toward another, can work
miracles as great as the “faith of a
mustard seed.”

We moved from San Antonio to
Dallas, Texas, with the assurance
from a friend that my husband had
just the talent that city was look-
ing for. After wearrived we found
the demand not nearly so great. At
first we shared the home of a
friend, but as our meagre supply
of cash dwindled we were not able
to maintain our half of the financial
obligation and we moved into a
light housekeeping room.

After a few weeks of searching
for work by both of us, without re-
sults, we were not able to pay our
rent for even this room. The land-
lady was very nice and let the mat-
ter go for a few days but one day
she met me at the door on my re-
turn home from a fruitless effort
to obtain employment, and asked
if T had found work, and if I had
the rent. When I said “No,” she
said, “Well, I am sorry, but I
must ask you to let me have the
room.”

My reply was that I would look

][T WAS back in 1934, during

for a nice, soft park bench. She
looked at me doubtfully but said
nothing more, and I wearily
climbed the stairs to my room. My
first reaction was one of resent-
ment. I threw myself across the
bed and wept bitterly. She should
know we were honest people, T
thought, and would pay her as soon
as we were able. Then I started
praying, asking God why all this
had to happen to us; why we did
not find work, and pleading for
help.

After spending myself in this
manner I lay there relaxed and
quiet. Then the Voice of God spoke
to my heart. “Why be so bitter and
resentful? Don’t you know I love
you and that all things work to-
gether for good to those who love
the Lord?”

“Yes,” I countered, “but I can’t
eat love, nor pay my rent with
it!”

“How do you know you can’t?"”
came back the Voice. “Why don’t
you try loving your landlady in-
stead of condemning her?”

“But I can’t, I can’t,” I cried.
“How can 1 love someone who
would turn me out on the streets
with nowhere to go?”

13
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Then the Voice reminded me
that God loved me, even when I
turned Him out of my wilful heart ;
that He always stood ready to for-
give and return good for evil. It
suggested that I just #ry to love
her in the same manner that I knew
God loved me when I was sinful.
It reminded me that I must love my
enemies and forgive others if I
expected to be forgiven.

Finally T gave in to the Voice
and said I would try. First I
thought of all the nice things I
could remember about her. Then
I started thinking what I would
do if I were in her place. After
all, what did she know about us
before we started living at her
house? Nothing. She had no way
of knowing that we even cared to
pay her, except our word. Perhaps
she really needed the money. I
didn’t know anything abot her fi-
nancial circumstances. She might
need it almost as much as I, for
all T knew,

As I lay there considering these
matters, I became sympathetic to-
wards her. I knew that in the same
circumstances I might do the same
thing. Then gradually a warm,
blissful glow enveloped me, and
I came to the experience of what
the forgiving love of God is really
like. That woman was really my
sister, spiritually, and I loved her
as such.

Wiping my eyes, I arose and

Summer

walked over to the window just
in time to see her going out the
gate dressed in her street clothes.
Idly T wondered where she might
be going. Then dismissing the mat-
ter from my mind, I set about put-
ting myself and my room in good
order.

About a couple of hours later
there came a knock on my door,
and when I opened it there stood
the landlady, smiling. In her hand
she held a paper sack. “Mrs.
Wakeley,” she said, “when I asked
you for the rent this afternoon, I
really needed it to pay my own
rent with. It is due tomorrow and
I didn’t have the money. When you
said you didn’t have it I went over
to my brothers and he loaned me
all the money I need, so you may
keep your room. I know you folks
are honest, and when you get the
money you will pay me. So don’t
worry about it any more.” She
turned to leave, then stopped with
“Oh, I nearly forgot! Here are
some peaches,” handing me the
sack, “that I picked at my brother’s
place. Thought you might like
them for supper.”

After thanking her and closing
the door, again I had recourse to
tears, but this time they were tears
of joy and thankfulness that God’s
law had worked so quickly.

And that is not all, a few days
later my husband walked home
from town (because he didn’t have
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a nickel carfare, and the banks
were closed) with a check for
$750.00 in his pocket!

Now, to me, “Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart

( Find God in the routine of life.

. and thy neighbor as thyself,”
is not just a command, but a lov-
ing promise of a fuller, richer, hap-
pier life.

God Is Everywhere

Glenn Clark

HAVE made a great discov-
I[ ery that will help you. Add this
to your other discoveries and it
will make you master, hereafter, of
every situation in which you are
placed. You know that there is a

* general belief among religious peo-

ple that God is closer to us on the
inside than He is on the outside.
There is a tendency to believe that
the only way to reach God is in
prayer, or in the “silence.” “God
and His perfect order are within,
and never without,” we are told.
My great discovery is simply this,
that God is everywhere. This means
that He is also in the without, just
as He is in the “within.” Turn to
the outer events, trust them, and
you will find the perfect pattern of
the Kingdom also in them. Since I

have discovered this I give less time
to prayer, and far more time to
putting the outer patterns into
order, or rather seeing through
their apparent disorder to the real
order which they represent.

One does not have to read the
newspaper to get his news if he can
step into a movie and see the “news
of the week” thrown upon the
screen. One does not have to pray
or go into the silence if he can step
into God's outdoors and see the
prayer of the week cast upon the
living events unfolding before one.

Find God in the routine of life.

Be patient with the commands,
the events and the people that come
to you—even as a little child.

When you have learned those two
lessons, so that you can accept
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everything with radiant acquies-
cence, then you will find God wher-
ever you go.

I find there are stages people
must go through in their develop-
ment in the spiritual life. First, they
are forced to look within to find
God—then they are forced to look
without.

It is like the pendulum’s swing,
or the tides. To work against the
ingoing or outgoing tides, the down-
ward or upward swing, is to “‘make
the old cat die.”

Some years ago I did not give
enough time to turning within.
Every few weeks I came down with
the flu. I wondered why, when I
was growing so deeply into the
spiritual living, I should get the flu
so often. Then I discovered that
this was God's way of forcing me
to lie in bed for a week at a time
and think, meditate, and pray.
When I discovered this I took more
time for meditation, prayer, and I
did not get the flu any more.

But now I found that I was
forced to look without. If I was
not practical enough God made my
wife sick and forced me to wash
dishes, carry trays, and do Martha
Labor until I saw God’s perfect

>, IS
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pattern in the service I was ren-
dering.

When you have completed your
apprenticeship in finding God
within, He may make you hear Him
tell you to heed the pressing de-
mands calling you to look without.
The time has come when you are
to work with the stream of people,
give cups of cold water, accept with
patience the efforts of others, to
help you see through the crude at-
tempts of your relatives or anyone
else to the real love that is under-
neath. You must see in everyone
an instrument of God.-When you
have made yourself able to see per-
fection in people and events, and
can accept them and go forth and
seel definite practical action in a
world of things to be done, then
your second lesson will be learned.

Don’t pull against the pendulum’s
swing—put yourself in tune and in
harmony with everything about
you.

One who has conquered himself,
brought his inner life into order,
then finds a new value in the world,
the outer world unknown before,
discovering that the world of outer
events and people is a medium for
expressing the spirit life, unrec-
ognized before.

@

.. Christly power results from Christly principle and poise. The first
is invincible, the second convinces us of its invincibility.

—J. O’B. Lowry

(I An attempt at something which
has interested all of us.

The Ten Wisest Sayings Ever Spoken
By Great Men

John Haynes Holmes

the question as to what are
the ten wisest sayings ever
spoken by great men.

The first item upon our list is
easy. It can be nothing other, of
course, than the Golden Rule. This
famous saying—the most famous of
all sayings!—is usually attributed
to Jesus of Nazareth, as it appears
in the seventh chapter of the Gos-
pel according to St. Matthew : “All
things whatsoever vye would that
men should do to you, do ye even
so to them, for this is the law and
the prophets.” But this statement
was not original with Jesus nor is
it unique to Christianity. A dis-
tinguished scholar of comparative
religions has found it, in one form
or another, in no less than nine dif-
ferent scriptures, most of them
older than the New Testament.

Our second saying is like the first
in general origin, although it is by
no means as widely diffused as the
Golden Rule. It is usually attrib-
uted to the Greeks, although Ju-
venal describes it as “‘a precept sent
from heaven” and Plutarch speaks

]:[ AM going to try to answer

of it as a “divine injunction.” It
appears, at any rate, in the Greek
language as “knowthi seauton,”
which means, “know thyself:’

Upon our first two sayings there
can be no disagreement. It is when
we come to the third, and then to
the others which follow on in the
series of ten, that differences of
opinion will begin to appear. Yet
I am clear in my own mind as to
number three! This is the great
saying of the Lord Buddha —
“Hatred ceases not by hatred;
hatred ceases only by love. Let us
therefore overcome anger by kind-
ness, evil by good, falsehood by
truth.”

Our fourth saying brings us to
the Bible. This is not surprising
for the Bible surpasses any other
book ever written as a compendium
of wisdom. I refer to the famous
passage from the prophet, Micah,
the sixth chapter and the eighth
verse—“What doth the Lord re-
quire of thee, but to do justly, and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God.”

This brings us to Jesus, for the

From Current Religious Thought, and permission of the author.
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fifth saying upon our list. Among
all the sayings of Jesus, I find one
which seems to stand apart from
all the rest. I do not hesitate for a
moment in choosing that utterance
which seems to me to summarize
all that Jesus ever tried to teach,
and to rank therefore as the great-
est word that ever fell from human
lips. “He that findeth his life, shall
lose it; but he that loseth his life,
for my sake, shall find it.”

I must take one statement from
St. Paul, who was a spiritual genius
in his own right. Paul said many
remarkable things, but there is one
saying which stands out above all
the rest. I refer to the great pas-
sage in the first Epistle to the
Corinthians, “There are many
members, but one body . . . (There-
fore) there should be no schism
in the body, but the members should
have the same care one for another.
And whether one member suffer,
all the members suffer with it; or
one member prosper, all the mem-
bers rejoice with it. . . . For the
body is not one member but many.”

The wonderful thing about this
statement is that Paul here catches
the idea of society as an organism,
like the physical body, with its var-
ious parts, or members, making up
the whole, each member dependent
upon every other so that what hap-
pens to one happens to all. So far
as I know, this idea was original
with Paul.
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My seventh saying takes us to
modern times. I refer to Kant’s
“Principles of the Metaphysics of
Ethics,” and which reads, in one
of its various forms, “Act accord-
ing to laws which can at the same
time be made a universal law of
conduct.”

My eighth selection is perhaps
the most questionable upon my list.
It says nothing that is really new.
Yet it is so perfect a summary of
truth, so clean an arrow shot so
straight at a distant target, that I
venture to submit it to your ac-
ceptance. What I have in mind is
the statement of Thomas Paine,
“My country is the world, and my
religion is to do good.”

My ninth great saying will sur-
prise you. Not because you have
not heard of it but because you
have not thought of it in this sub-
lime category of wisdom! But I
think of it as one of the truest as
well as most useful statements that
was ever fashioned by the human
mind. It occurs in a famous speech
by the great English statesman, Ed-
mund Burke, on “Conciliation with
America,” spoken in the English
House of Commons on March 22,
1775. He spoke that word which
contains more wisdom, perhaps,
than many a nobler and more ex-
alted utterance—"“I do not know
the method of drawing up an in-
dictment against a whole people.”

Ponder this statement and note
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how it points to the evil which lies
at the root of all prejudice and hate
and, in the end, of all warfare and
calamity.

My last saying, the tenth in or-
der, brings us again to familiar
ground.

It is the fourth day of March,
1865, in Washington. The Civil
War, after four long and terrible
years, is' agonizingly drawing to a
close. Abraham Lincoln began his
Second Inaugural Address. As he
proceeded with the tender and gen-
tle words of that address, a strange
hush fell over the crowd. And at
the end they heard those ineffably
beautiful and forever unforgettable
words :

“With malice toward none, with
charity for all, with firmness in the
right, as God gives us to see the
right, let us strive on to finish the
work we are in; to bind up the na-
tion’s wounds; to care for him who
shall have borne the battle, and for
his widow, and his orphan; and to
do all which may achieve and cher-
ish a just and lasting peace among
ourselves, and with all nations.”

It is not necessary to comment
upon these sacred words—except
to say that only as we, also, at the
end of this war, can echo Lincoln’s
“with malice toward none, with
charity for all,” will our world be
delivered from disaster.

Hilltops
L. M. W hitney

Do not grieve for me when life’s last hill I've climbed
To stand upon the summit of a fairer hope.

I've known my share of valleys dark and deep,
And hilltops thrill me with their wider scope.

Oh, do not mourn because I've left my place
To stand above the dark on hills of light,

From valleys dark with strife to pinnacles of peace,
I've left my fears for faith that all is right.

You should not mourn for me but set your face
Toward the hilltops of the Way of Life;
To know yourself the glory of this place
Where joy and peace supplant the vales of fear and strife.



