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( The church must have a new birth if it is to meet
this marvelous opportunity and great human need.

The Church of the Living God

John D. Rockefeller, Ir.

F ] OT many weeks or months
had elapsed after this
World War began before

there was presented to our vision
a picture so horrible it hardly
seemed that it could be true. It
appeared that hell had broken loose
and that millions of evil spirits had
become incarnate in human form
and were going about the earth
committing atrocities and acts of
cruelty beyond belief.

In the face of this awful picture
it is not strange that we should
ask ourselves the question: “Has
Christianity failed ?”

But there is another picture
which the war has painted. In it
we see millions of men and women
who are exemplifying in their daily
lives in the most commonplace
fashion, unsefishness, generosity,
loyalty, self - sacrifice and other
characteristics and qualities which
command the admiration of the

world. Unconsciously these people
are reflecting Christ’s spirit.
Whether they know it or not, their
inspiration comes from the God
of all good deeds. Yet many of
them have no Church affiliations,
for too often the Church seems to
them quite apart from their lives,
an institute which has little con-
tact with or understanding of their
problems, since theirs is funda-
mentally a religion of deeds, not of
creeds; expressed in life, not in
words.

We return from this picture with
a glow in our hearts and say with
renewed faith: “Christianity has
not failed ; Church may have failed
but not Christianity! For never
in the history of the world was
Christianity a more vital force in
human life than it is today.”

In the presence of this great host
of noble men and women who gen-
erally have not come from the

From Current Religious Thought, February 1945,
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church although directly or indi-
rectly all have been more or less
influenced by it; who, many of
them, have faced death, have lived
a life far worse than death, have
sacrificed their all, we ask: “What
of the future of the Christian
Church ?”

Will these people, after the ex-
perience through which they have
passed, find in the Church gener-
ally as it exists today the recog-
nition, the association, the guidance
and the inspiration which they
need and have a right to expect?
Regretfully we must answer “No.”
For the Church has learned too
little to speak their language, to
think in terms of their environ-
ment, to meet their needs.

If this be true, one of two things
is inevitable. Either this unorgan-
ized spiritual force which is si-
lently dominating millions of lives
will not be conserved, or the
Church must have a new birth if
it is to meet this marvelous oppor-
tunity and great human need.

Let us picture, for a moment,
this reborn Church.

It would be the Church of the
Living God.

Its terms of admission would be
love for God as He is revealed in
Christ and His living spirit, and
the vital translation of that love in-
to a Christian life,

Its atmosphere would be one of
warmth, freedom and joy so sym-

pathetically and distinctly manifest
as to attract and win into its fel-
lowship all those who are striving
to live useful and worthy lives.

It would pronounce ordinance,
ritual, creed, all nonessential for ad-
mission into the kingdom of God
or His Church. A life, not a creed,
would be the test.

Its object would be to promote
applied religion, not theoretical re-
ligion.

As its first concern it would en-
courage Christian living seven days
a week, fifty-two weeks a year.

It would be the Church of all the
people, of everyone who is fighting
sin and trying to establish right-
eousness; the Church of the rich
and the poor, the wise and the ig-
norant, the high and the low—a
true democracy.

Its ministers would be trained
not only in the seminaries but in
some form of work-a-day life so
that they might acquire a personal
knowledge of practical problems.
Thus they would live in closer
touch with humanity, would better

understand and sympathize with -

human difficulties and would exert
their influence as much in living as
in preaching.

Would that T had the power to
bring to your minds the vision as
it unfolds before me!

I see all denominational empha-
sis set aside.
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I see cooperation, not competi-
tion.

In the large cities I see’ great
religious centers, wisely located,
adequately equipped, strongly sup-
ported, ably led, inspiring their
members to participation in all com-
munity matters.

In smaller places, instead of half
a dozen dying churches, competing
with each other, I see one or two
strong churches, uniting the
Christian life of the town; great
economy in plant, in money, in
service, in leadership, the money
thus saved available for home and
foreign missions.

I see the Church through its
members moulding the thought of
the world and leading in all great
movements.

I see it literally establishing the
kingdom of God on earth.

Shall some such vision as this
be realized? Upon the answer to
that depends in large measure the
future of the Christian Church.

We have been considering the
demand for a united Christian
Church from the point of view of
the world’s need for Christian
leadership. There is another mo-
tive, not less compelling, urging
the Churches on toward that end.
It is the necessity for cooperation
if the forces of righteousness are
to triumph in the eternal warfare
against the forces of evil.

Christian men and women must

come to see that only by the fullest
cooperation and the setting aside
of emphasis on nonessentials can
the many branches of the Christian
Church, standing together on the
common ground of Christianity,
hope for victory in this great war-
fare against sin.

Let ordinance, creed, ritual,
form, Biblical interpretation, the-
ology, all be used to enrich wor-
ship and to bring the believer into
a fuller understanding of Him
whom we worship, as each indi-
vidual or separate Church may
find them helpful toward that end.

I plead not for a modification of
form but for its subordination to
the spirit ; not for the abolishing of
ordinance and sacrament but for
their voluntary rather than obliga-
tory observance.

As we face, then, the world’s
need of great spiritual leadership,
that humanity may be brought in-
to vital, daily relationship with a
living God and that all the forces
of a righteousness may be united
in an eternal warfare against the
forces of evil, we ask again the
question: “What of the future of
the Christian Church?” This is the
answer which I give you:

If the various divisions of the
church as it is organized today
catch the vision, have the breadth,
the tolerance, the courage and set-
ting aside all nonessentials, all bar-
riers, will stand upon the bedrock
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principles of God’s love and
Christ’s living spirit, “not satis-
fied,” as Donald Hankey has said,
“until the Church is the Church of
all good men and women, until all
good thoughts and deeds are laid
at the feet of the Lord of all good

life,” the Church of the living God
will come into being, ushering in a
new era of Christian unity.

What an opportunity! What a
privilege! What a duty! In God’s
name I ask, does anyone dare let
it pass?

Oh, Lord, We Ask
E.S. Jewell

Oh, Lord, we ask that at this time,
When fear and sorrow stalk the earth,
That we may have Thy help sublime
To save and keep Thy Things of Worth.

We ask not for a miracle,

A blinding light, a voice from Thee,
Nor from Thy sacred pinnacle
That Thou descend to walk the sea.

But we, Thy humble people, Lord,
Ask for our statesmen and our chiefs
(They who direct the common horde,
Who regulate the common beliefs)

Courage to choose the course that’s just,
Nor honest action to retract,

Give them while held their signal trust
Courage to act, Oh, Lord, to act.

([ Let us stop all this talk about the secular
and recognize all of life for what it is.

Just What Is Sacred?

Nick Comfort

ing said about how secular-

ism is swamping the world.
When you look beneath the sur-
face to see what is meant by secu-
larism you will usually find that
the writer or speaker means lack
of ecclesiastical control.

After all is said and done what
do we mean by sacred? Surely it
has a much deeper and more sig-
nificant meaning than mere church
relationship. The dictionary says
sacred means: 1. “Dedicated; set
apart in honor of, or as dear to
one, as a god; hence, devoted ex-
clusively to a certain person or
end.” 2. “Hallowed, holy, by asso-
ciation with the divine or the con-
secrated ; hence entitled to rever-
ence and respect.”

From this point of view, what-
ever has to do with man should be
looked upon as sacred. A few years
ago a Ministerial Alliance, in a
certain town here in Oklahoma,
passed a resolution to the effect
that when churches were dedicated,
it was only the sanctuary that was
consecrated to God. The remainder
of the building was left free for
secular - purposes. Many of the

J]' UST NOW there is a lot be-

churches get around this absurdity
of dedicating only a part of the
church building by having parish
houses for what they consider sec-
ular activities. In these parish
houses, and in the basements of
those churches that do not have
parish houses, Sunday Schools are
maintained, and parties, sewing
circles, and various social gather-
ings are held. Such a bifurcation of
church architecture borders on the
ridiculous.

Where is the most sacred spot
in the Church? What part of the
church should be most completely
permeated with the beautiful, kept
cleanest of all? Where is the Holy
of Holies in a Protestant church?
I would say without a moment’s
hesitancy that it is the place where
the little children gather. We call
those spots sacred where our dear-
est values are kept and dealt with.
Surely all men who have passed
beyond spiritual infancy must real-
ize that God is everywhere. To talk
about His being in one spot more
than in another is to go back to
the primitive in religion. Accord-
ing to Jesus, “God is a spirit and
they that worship Him must wor-

From Oklahoma Journal of Religion, March 1945,
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ship Him in spirit and in truth.”
Since God is in all places alike, it
is mere childishness to talk of one
spot being more sacred than an-
other because of God’s being there.

This cutting of life into sacred
and secular is one of the most un-
fortunate things that has ever hap-
pened to the human race. The at-
tempt to equate the sacred with or-
ganized religion is an incomparable
tragedy. All of life is sacred. Any-
thing that has to do with man
should be looked upon as sacred.
For a church to proclaim that the
marriages performed by its clergy
are the only ones acceptable in the
sight of God is a piece of affrontery
that should be denounced by all
sane men and women. It is not
what the preacher or priest says at
-a wedding that constitutes a mar-
riage, or makes the union holy. It
is the love that the man and woman
have for each other. If that love is
there, that absolute giving of each
to the other without reservations,
then nothing on earth can add to
or take from the sacredness
of that union. It is in love
that God joins them together, and
not through any ritual of a cleric or
a judge. Of course we have to
have some forms and ceremonies in
life. Certainly it is a lovely thing
for young people to come to the
church for the wedding ceremony,
but it is sheer blasphemy to as-
sume that it is the action of the

cleric that makes the wedding holy.
Thus one could go through all of
the activities of life and point out
that it is the attitude, the purpose,
and the spirit of the participants
that lend significance to human ac-
tions.

Anything that has to do with
man should be looked upon as
sacred and holy. To feed people
is a divine vocation, as surely as
is serving the eucharist. Thus it
is that being a farmer is as much
a God given vocation as being a
priest. From time immemorial, re-
ligion has looked upon healing of
the body as its function. It is only
among Christians that the clergy-
man has been looked upon as more
sacred than the doctor. What a
shame that we Americans look up-
on medicine as a secular profes-
sion. It is one of the most im-
portant undertakings that we carry
forward. What family has not
asked God to bless the doctor who
was instrumental in healing a loved
one’s body or mind? The time is
here when religion needs to climb
over the walls of ecclesiastical con-
trol and manipulation, and go in-
to all of the highways and by-ways
of life, and set up the standard of
sacredness. All callings, all pro-
fessions are sacred. It is not what
you do, but the thoroughness with
which you do it that makes any
vocation holy. That act is holy
which is designed for the service
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of mankind, whether it is fixing
a water pipe, digging a ditch,
sweeping a floor, or anything else.

It is a shame that religion in this
country has not taught children
that they belong to God just be-
cause they are human beings. Every
child should be brought up to
understand that this is God’s world.
He made it and He sustains it. He
has put it at man’s disposal. Fur-
thermore, God made man so he
could understand the workings of
the world in all its aspects. God
built the world so it would respond
to man’s manipulations. In the pro-
portion that man deals intelligent-
ly with the world, he finds life,
abundance, and happiness. Does
not the Bible tell us that the heavens
declare the glory of God and the
firmament shows His handiwork?
This we should drive home to our
children, so that when they see a
beautiful sunset, the blossoms in
spring, the ripe fruit in summer,
the golden harvest in the autumn,
they would naturally think of God.

In no realm is the evil effect of
this division of life into the sacred
and secular more apparent than in
sex. From earliest recollections our
children have been taught that sex
is vulgar, nasty, something to be
ashamed of. There has been no end
of condemnation of sex perversion
from our pulpits, but there has

been all too little instruction about
sex as the God given way to propa-
gate the race and build the most
glorious institution known to man,
namely the family. Every intelli-
gent man and woman knows that
through the proper understanding
and use of sex, man lays a broad
and solid base for his personal and
social welfare. In bringing a child
into the world, man shares most
completely in the creative act of
God. To produce a healthy, intelli-
gent, happy, Godlike human being
is sharing with God in His supreme
achievement, so far as this earth
is concerned. The recognition of
this fact fans sacredness into full
glow.

Let us stop all this talk about
the secular and recognize all of life
for what it really is, namely sacred.
Let us teach our children the
sacredness of each individual. Thus
we lay broad and deep the founda-
tion for the common fatherhood of
God and the universal brotherhood
of man. If the churches of today
are to be true to their great oppor-
tunity and obligation, they will
take the lead in spreading this
Gospel proclaimed two thousand
years ago by Jesus of Nazareth.
When sacredness is made com-
mensurate with life, the first great
step is taken toward building the
kingdom of God on earth.



8 CLEAR HORIZONS Fall

( He would let the rain from heaven baptize him.

Some Japanese Christians I Have Known

Muriel Lester*®
*Miss Lester last visited Japan in 1938, as Secretary of the International FOR.

One old frail man, just regathering strength after a long illness,
got up from bed to welcome me to Japan as an emissary of reconciliation.
Maeterlinck’s word might discribe him, “with his steadfast face and
eyes that lit up all he looked upon.” Afterwards I heard about his life.
As an ignorant 14-year-old boy working in a factory he entered a church
one Sunday evening, not knowing what it was. Light and warmth were
valuable things he couldn’t ordinarily afford. One of the early missionaries
was preaching Christ. The boy was fascinated. Week after week he came.
No one took much notice of him. Soon he shyly approached the foreigner,
saying he wanted to be one of Christ’s men. He was told to come for
regular instruction during the week, but he could not, as he was free only
on Sundays. After some months he told the missionary again of his
great desire to be baptized. Again no procedure seemed available. A week
or two later he felt he could delay no longer. He was confident enough
of God’s wisdom now to put the matter completely in His hands.

He would let the rain from heaven baptize him while he repeated the
correct formula, himself, aloud. The factory where he worked had a bit
of flat roof which few folks ever visited. The next time it began to rain
he left his machine, climbed the stair, took off hat and coat and knelt
bareheaded. When he went down to his job again, he knew himself
vowed to full service and devotion. His gifts developed and enriched
the church. A nobleman’s daughter noticed his power, realized his need
for education, and helped him obtain it. Eventually they married. Their
children grew up to identify themselves cheerfully with the wretched and
despised of Tokyo; shared their home life with diseased prostitutes; are
making history inside Japan today.

From Fellowship Magazine, July, 1945.
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Our job is to do our best, be our best, and bring out the best in others,
and so make a better world. —Joseph Fort Newton

(I Christ, when on Earth, spent most of His time healing the sick.

Christian Healing and Its
Present-Day Challenge

Mrs. Griffith

E PEOPLE of the Seek-

&5&/ ers’ Centre have found so
much joy in seeing people

healed and their lives adjusted to
harmony and peace that we would

like to share that joy with you.

We have quite extensive activ-
ities here and the whole place is
run by voluntary workers who
have been healed in body, soul, or
mind, generally in all three.

Healing by faith in the Power of
God is not new. There are in-
stances of healing in the Old Testa-
ment, and a few souls all through
the ages have shown that God’s
healing power is still available to
man,

Christ, when on Earth, spent
most of His time healing the sick,
and He told His disciples to go
and do likewise.

For three centuries after Christ,
the disciples continued to carry on
His Healing Mission but there
were not the books in those days
to keep the Truth before the peo-
ple; so they drifted away from their
first understanding, and the power
to heal was lost.

During the last 50 years there

From The Seeker, June 1946,

has been a great Spiritual awaken-
ing, and groups are springing up
everywhere, all with one desire—
to bring healing to suffering hu-
manity.

Unfortunately, for the most part,
the Church still stands on one side,
though there are some fine ex-
amples of healing work within her
walls.

The Healing of the Sick is not
the prerogative of any one group
or of any one Church. We hear of
healing by the Roman Catholics
at Lourdes, Leslie Weatherhead,
a Methodist Minister at the City
Temple, London, and John Mail-
lard, of London and Brighton, are
outstanding examples of what can
be done in the present day.

As the Healing of the sick at-
tracted the masses to Christ, so
I am sure that healing of the sick
would attract the masses to the
Church. We hear of Leslie
Weatherhead’s and John Maillard’s
Churches being packed Sunday
after Sunday; in fact, a gallery
was built round John Maillard’s
Church to accommodate more peo-
ple.
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Now before people in general can
begin to help in this way, there are
three things needed — First, to
know what can be done today ; Sec-
ondly, a very great desire to help
people in this way; Thirdly, Great
Faith in God's Willingness and
Power to heal.

To show you what can be done,
I will give you a few instances of
healings brought about through The
Seeker’s ministrations here, at the
Centre (Perth, Australia.—Ed.).

1. Man with paralysis of leg
caused through an accident,

2. Woman who for 8 years
lapsed into a state of coma every
three months for 10 days.

3. An acute skin disease of 2
years’ standing.

4. Baby with pink disease.

5. Man who had suffered for 50
years.

6. A nurse who had a malignant
growth.

7. A young woman’s arm healed
after being useless for 16 years.

All these were completely cured
and there has been no recurrence.

If you will allow me I will tell
you of a few of the answers to my
own prayers, because I want you
to realize that if an ordinary per-
son like myself can find her pray-
ers answered, other people can find
the way too.

. Woman whose feet had
troubled her for years was able to

do canteen work during the war
without discomfort.

2. Boy threatened with pneu-
monia, after a little prayer, went
to sleep and awoke quite well.

3. Agirl of 12 in Children’s Hos-
pital expecting an operation for
appendicitis. All pain vanished and
she was taken home 2 days later.

4. A nurse who had contracted
diphtheria and was sent home and
told to report to the hospital in a
week, looked very unfit. After a
short prayer all pain disappeared
from the throat. After a second
prayer she gained strength and was
fit for duty at the end of the week.

In order to support and strength-
en the individual work being done,
we at the Centre offer A Ministry
of Healing by the Group Method.

The ideal group consists of 7
people, who are prepared to give
one half-hour in united prayer for
the sick. We unite at specified
hours and adopt the following pro-
cedure. We spend a few minutes
in silence, putting out of our minds
all ordinary affairs. Then we either
say the Lord’s Prayer, or the leader
offers a few short petitions to raise
our minds to the consciousness of
the Christ Spirit within. After an-
other short Silence the first name
on the list is read out. We hold this
mame and person in Divine perfec-
tion and affirm perfection and
health and healing for each one in
turn, claiming for them the man-
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ifestation of God'’s perfect will, and
their own good.

The patient or someone inter-
ested holds the link at the same
time, by repeating the Lord’s
Prayer, and then relaxing and be-
coming receptive.

Mrs. J. in the country has suf-
fered from gangrene in the foot
for over two years. Her sister,
who is a friend of mine, has stayed
with her all that time to look after
her. She suffered terribly at times
and was always in pain. About two
months ago I wrote and suggested
that they should hold a Silence in
their home while I joined with
them in my own home. I suggested
for five minutes before the ap-
pointed time they sit quietly put-
ting all ordinary affairs out of their
minds, and that they should relax
and hold their.swinds arc awaxken-
all the :he world to a keener sense
them. Aty, to a higher sense of
hume, it seemed as the coming of
the sickrit of Light out of dark-
of Diwnd, lo, it was beautiful
the sic compare; and the peace
God’s ved you bespoke The Holy
perfectter within your heart.
three w Soul has a lake, as it were,
the footlepths mirror the contents
that shi Soul. If you live in the
the sist of uncertainty, doubt or
her andhen this lake reflects only
now tls chasing shadows, but when
taken cborn within you The Holy
ing willter, when you understand

It is difficult to get 7 people in
perfect harmony, and it is better
to have smaller groups than to
have any disharmony.

We need more of such groups
and if any people here would like
to form such a group in their own
Church, T would be only too
pleased to give all the help I can.

In this way people of the
Churches could give very strong
support to their Clergy in their
ministrations to the sick and suf-
fering of their congregations, and
for themselves it would mean Spir-
itual growth, for it is in helping
others that we ourselves grow and
are healed.

There is the story of one of our
workers which will show you
something of ‘the value of the Si-
lence to those who work in this
oudi FIC wuleoreac, delicate from
poise of your body, the tones ot
your voice and in the way you carry
yourself, because it brings a last-
ing peace; and having recognized
this Comforter, you can no more
go back to the old way of life. Your
one desire is to be a reflector of
the Mystic Light, that they who
run may read.

You are not required to stand
in the forum or in the market
place and preach to the multitudes,
but God does expect that, having
made the contact, you will become
reflectors of the Mystic Light of
Truth; that your life and your

13
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cough not so frequent. Later she
was examined by doctors who told
her the cavities in the lungs were
perfectly healed. She dedicated her
life to God and spends her time in
visiting the sick, taking them in-
to her home and bringing healing
and happiness into their lives.

A number of our people are do-
ing healing work and we have all
begun in this way by learning to
help others in the Silence.

There are two points in the
stories you have read that I would
like you to notice:

1. All these people had tried num-
bers of doctors and found nothing
more could be done. It was only
in their extremity that they turned

years.

6. A nurse who had a malignant
growth.

7. A young woman’s arm healed
after being useless for 16 years.

All these were completely cured
and there has been no recurrence.

If you will allow me I will tell
you of a few of the answers to my
own prayers, because I want you
to realize that if an ordinary per-
son like myself can find her pray-
ers answered, other people can find
the way too.

1. Woman whose feet had
troubled her for years was able to

to Christian Healing as a last re-
sort.

2. The desire for physical heal-
ing opened the door for Spiritual
awakening.

1 believe some Churches do have
prayers for the sick, and I wonder
if our method would be of any
assistance to them. If others have
found a more effective way, I hope
they too will be willing to share
with us and others, and so make
the Christian Witness more vital.

It is only by uniting and helping
one another and by pooling the
knowledge we have gained that we
will be able to lift humanity out of
the rut into which it has fallen.

o &

people, who are prepared

one half-hour in united pra
the sick. We unite at s
hours and adopt the followi
cedure. We spend a few 1
in silence, putting out of ow
all ordinary affairs. Then w
say the Lord’s Prayer, or th
offers a few short petitions

our minds to the conscious
the Christ Spirit within. A
other short Silence the firs
on the list is read out. We h

name and person in Divine

tion and affirm perfectic
health and healing for eact
turn, claiming for them tl

( Each Soul has a lake whose depths
mirror the contents of that Soul.

The Mystic Light

Jeanette A. Swafford and’
S. Otis Swafford

“Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven.”

MArTHEW 5:16.

OW many of you, as the
H dawn’s first glow appeared
in the east, have stood on
some hilltop and looked down at
a quiet lake whose placid surface
reflected the roseate light of the
eastern skies? If you have had
such an experience, you can recall
the peace that came to you when
you saw that glow reflected over
the waters. It seemed the awaken-
ing of the world to a keener sense
of reality, to a higher sense of
beauty ; it seemed as the coming of
the Spirit of Light out of dark-
ness and, lo, it was beautiful
beyond compare; and the peace
that filled you bespoke The Holy
Comforter within your heart.
Each Soul has a lake, as it were,
whose depths mirror the contents
of that Soul. If you live in the
shadows of uncertainty, doubt or
gloom, then this lake reflects only
shadows chasing shadows, but when
there is born within you The Holy
Comforter, when you understand

God’s plan, when you understand
that to have the consciousness of
being His child you must, as you
walk the ways of life, shed love
and comfort upon your fellow men,
then over the lake of your Soul
begins to dawn the Mystic Light,
and it grows until the entire lake
takes on that mystic glow of dawn;
and those who meet you on the
street, those who contact you in
your home, those who do business
with you in your office see deep
within your eyes the Mystic Light
of The Holy Comforter, which,
warming you, is reflected from your
Soul in the lines of your face, the
poise of your body, the tones of
your voice and in the way you carry
yourself, because it brings a last-
ing peace; and having recognized
this Comforter, you can no more
go back to the old way of life. Your
one desire is to be a reflector of
the Mystic Light, that they who
run may read.

You are not required to stand
in the forum or in the market
place and preach to the multitudes,
but God does expect that, having
made the contact, you will become
reflectors of the Mystic Light of
Truth; that your life and your

13
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walk among men will proclaim to
the world the fact that you have
made the contact.

There is only one proof that a
person has been born again, as it
is said, and that is that this person
is a reflector of the Mystic Light
of The Christ—a clear pool in
which the dawn of the Christ Spirit
is reflected.

If your fellow men cannot see
within your eyes, cannot catch in
the tones of your voice and per-
ceive in your actions that you have
realized The Holy Comforter with-
in you, you have not learned your
lesson ; you have not made the con-
tact. Words do not convey this.
You cannot bring people to realize
the Christ beauty and what He
means to you by words. You can
do it only by living close to Him

&

and letting His Light shine through
you, reflecting to the passer-by the
birth of The Christ within your
consciousness; and each one must
make this contact alone. Remem-
ber, no one can do it for you.

Lo, from out His immensity He
pours His joys upon us! He gives
of His understanding; He gives of
His love, that these two, meeting
within at the contact point, may
give to us The Holy Comforter,
who comforts us, not alone, but is
mirrored in the depths of our
Souls so that friend and foe and
all the world may read the lesson
aright. Then let us each ask our-
selves the question, Am I, in my
daily conduct, in my reactions to
the incidents of daily living, a pol-
ished mirror, reflecting the light
of The Holy Comforter to All?

@

That only which we have within, can we see without. If we meet
no gods, it is because we harbor none. If there is grandeur in you, you
will find grandeur in porters and sweeps. He only is rightly immortal,
to whom all things are immortal. 1 have read somewhere, that none is
accomplished, so long as any are incompleéte; that the happiness of one
cannot consist with the misery of any other.—Ralph Waldo Emerson

o

&

The true proficiency of the soul consists not so much in deep think-
ing or eloquent speaking or beautiful writing as in much and warm

loving.

—St. Theresa

( Man as the creator is perfect, one with God;
Man the creation is imperfect, one with earth.

Sons of God

Glenn Clark

ND NOW it has come to me
Awith increasing force that

the spiritual battle ground of
the Old Testament, as well as of
the New, came when Man arose to
declare the Godlike in himself,
when he demanded acknowledge-
ment of his God-given right to the
attainment and the possession of
Perfection.

Job broke with the old traditions
at this point and at no other.
Should he be modest and tell a
falsehood ; or should he be true and
appear to others to be boastful and
arrogant? This was the dilemma
upon whose horns he was fastened.
Which road should he choose? He
listened deep down in his heart,
and there he found only one
answer. “Be true to the highest
light you have, there is no other
way. Speak the truth as you see it,
and know it even though the
heavens fall.”

And what was it that down in his
heart he knew? Simply this, that
in his essential nature, in his real
self, the self which is of God, and
through which God speaks, acts and
think, he was perfect. He knew
that the utterance of these words
would in themselves condemn him

in the eyes and before the traditions
of those who sat before him. There-
fore he said, “If I speak, my own
words will condemn me.” Never-
theless he exclaimed, disregarding
what they might think of him, “I
am perfect; I regard not myself!”

One can read the Bible through
several times, backwards and for-
wards, and never read of anyone
saying, “I declare myself to be per-
fect.” But many times one may
read the assertion, or words to the
effect, I AM perfect. This shows
there is a distinction between the
I which is subjective within, gov-
erning, controlling, creating; and
the me which is objective, without,
governed, controlled, created.
There is a distinction between the
creator and the creation. Man as
the creator is perfect, one with
God; Man the creation is imper-
fect, one with the earth.

One may decide once and for all
at which end of the branch he may
stand, the end which is attached
to (and one with) the vine, or the
end which is far away, in touch
with every wind of emotion and de-
sire which blows.

Everywhere in the Bible humil-
ity is counselled, and usually as the

15



16 CLEAR HORIZONS Fall

very highest good. But it is always
humility and humiliation of the
outer, objectified me,; never of the
creative and life-building 1.

The publican’s prayer is com-
mended to us by Jesus, but it is
noteworthy that he did not say, “I
AM a sinner, be merciful to me,”
but, “God, be merciful unto me, a
sinner.” When the young man came
worshipping Jesus, he did not say,
“T AM not good” or “I AM not
worthy to be called good.” What
he did say was, “Why callest thou
me good? Only one is good, the
Father which art in heaven.” His
spiritual intuition told him that the
young man was not worshipping
the inner I in Jesus but the outer
ME, and he would not have any-
thing of it.

The final test of spiritual insight,
spiritual discernment, spiritual un-
derstanding, is the power of one to
see in another not the ME but the
I. Great spiritual natures who have
fastened themselves to the great
Father, or, rather, who see and
recognize their union with the
Father, should make that the test,
and always do make it the test, of
finding the spiritual union with
others.

God made one definition of Him-
self, the only time He ever defined
Himself, according to the Bible,
and that was when He said, “I AM
that T AM.” Someone has said
that we take God's name in vain

whenever we say, “I AM sick, I
AM wicked, I AM hopeless,” etc.
We can say, “Sickness has come
to Me,” or, “Sin has fallen upon
Me,” or “Despair has come upon
Me,” if we wish. What is the dif-
ference, one may ask? There is a
whole world of difference. The “I
way”’ of talking assumes that sick-
ness, sin and despair are parts of
ourselves, integrally related to us,
permeating us, staining and satura-
ting us. It is this philosophy of
taking the name of the Lord thy
God in vain that has led men to be-
lieve that the way to get rid of sin
was to destroy and punish the sin-
ner; that when a man was sick it
was in some cases impossible to
cure him; that when a man was in
despair, that he had something to
despair of.

But when we think of these
things as falling upon, or attacking
from the outside, not the inner I
part of ourselves, but the outside
ME part of us, we see that sin,
sickness and unhappiness are mere-
ly like dead leaves falling upon our
hat brims, or like victrola records
placed upon a victrola,—something
which may be easily lifted off,
leaving the victrola unstained, un-
defiled, ready to receive a new and
better record.

Because Job said, “I AM perfect ;
I regard not MYSELF,” thus hint-
ing that he took his stand with the
I part of his nature and not the ME
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part, that he classed himself as
an equal and co-equal with God and
not co-equal with the worms, he
was reviled by his friends and ac-
counted as the greatest sinner of
his time. When Jesus said, “The
Father and I (not ME) are one,”
he gave the chief weapon the Phar-
isees needed to condemn him. Be-
cause Job spoke thus, God spoke

out of the whirlwind and said,

“Job hath spake wisdom unto his
friends.” Because Jesus spoke thus,
God spoke through the sky, “This
is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.” But in spite of all
this, the good men of Job’s day
condemned Job, and the good men
of Jesus’ day condemned Jesus.
“For what good work do you con-
demn me?”’ asked Jesus of the
Pharisees. “For no good work,”
they replied, “but because, being
a man, you make yourself equal to
(God.”

And today? Whenever one rises
to speak of taking his stand with
the I within him which is united
with God—then miracles will be-
gin to occur around him because
he lives, moves, and has his being
in the creative, manifestor, God-
like part of his nature instead of in
the created, manifested, side of his
nature. People will then willingly
accept the miracles, wonder at
them, celebrate them, and advertise
them, and if he would let them, ex-
ploit them, but they may turn upon

him, and condemn him, call him
queer and fanatical, and advise the
orthodox to stay away. And yet
has not Jesus said, “Greater works
shall ye do, because I go to the
Father”? We can hear him say,
“The Father and I are one; I am
perfect; I am the Alpha and the
Omega ; I am the power to create;
the power to conceive and express
truth, the power to love, Before
Abraham — the outer, objectified,
physical Abraham—I AM.”

And is it not true that the I, the
power to create which resides with-
in us all, existed before any created
thing existed? How could a crea-
tion exist before its creator? How
could a creation exist before the
power to create existed? And the
power to create that is in me must
be of the same identical essence as
the power to create that is in God
—part of that great, eternal, All in
All which works through, in, and
over all of us. Before the physical
manifestation of Abraham existed,
the power to create that outer ex-
pression of man surely existed, that
power that is a part of you as well
as of me, as surely as it is of God.
Does that make us seem too much
like Gods? What did Jesus say,
when the Pharisees chided Him
upon calling Himself the Son of
God? “Did not the Scriptures say,
Ye are gods?” and then he added,
“And the Scriptures cannot be
broken.”
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Yes, we can take our stand at
the inner end of. the branch that
connects us with the vine, instead
of residing out at the tip of the
branch. We can be one with the
great I AM THAT I AM, we can
be more than mere manifestations,
for we are manifestors as well,
Through us God does his mani-

festing, all of it, if we but knew it
all. For when we are in tune with
God, our will one with His will,
our mind one with His mind, all
our desires and wishes and thoughts
and plans can come into manifesta-
tion.

For we are then creators, co-
workers with the great I AM.

L) & o

Prayer and the Constitution

We are today in a state of mind similar to that of the makers of our
Constitution in convention a hundred and fifty years ago. They could
not agree nor try to agree. Then Benjamin Franklin arose, and address-
ing the presiding officer, General Washington, said: “Mr. President:
The small progress that we have made after four or five weeks’ close
attention and continual reasonings with each other, our different senti-
ments on almost every question, is, methinks, a melancholy proof of the
imperfection of the human understanding. In this situation of this as-
sembly, groping as it were in the dark to find political truth, and scarce
able to distinguish it when presented to us, how has it happened, Sir,
that we have not hitherto once thought of humbly applying to the Father
of Lights to illuminate our understandings? The longer I live, the more
convincing proofs I see of this truth, that God governs in the affairs of
men. I firmly believe this; and I also believe that without this con-
curring aid, we shall succeed in this political building no better than the
builders of the Tower of Babel; we shall be divided in our own little
partial local interests, our projects will be confounded, and we ourselves
will become a reproach and a byword down to future ages. And what
is worse, mankind may hereafter, from this unfortunate instance,
despair of establishing government by human wisdom and leave it to
chance, war, or conquest. I therefore beg to move that henceforth prayers
be held in this assembly every morning before we proceed to business.”

o & &

* The only sure way to peace is to give one’s self entirely up to God
—Thomas Wilson

( God is also watching over our commercial lives.

Not Luck But Guidance

By George E. Toles

MPLOYEES of the Scott
]E Aviation Corporation, Lan-

caster, New York, recite
the Lord's Prayer every Monday
morning at 10 o’clock. They gather
in a small room in the plant for
these regular religious periods.

President Earle M. Scott origi-
nated the idea. He heads a war in-
dustry that grew out of his base-
ment to a war plant turning out
more than two million dollars’
worth of products a year.,

“I was brought up in a school
where we recited the Lord’s
Prayer,” Mr. Scott said. “I would
not consider myself a very good

* churchman, but I do attend. We

devote these gatherings in the plant
to a short devotional period, to
Americanism, and to short inform-
ative talks. We like to let our
people know what we are doing,

From Good Business, March 1945.

o

where we are going, and how we
are getting there.

“Many times I have made errors
in judgment (many times manage-
ment as a whole has made similar
errors.) Each time it has seemed
that'a hand stronger than ours has
stepped in either to correct our er-
rors or to remove the difficulties
caused by our judgment.

“Many people will say that much
of our success has been due to luck.
We do not believe that this is true.
We Dbelieve that whatever success
we have enjoyed, or will enjoy in
the future, is definitely attributable
to the guidance of an ever-present
God. If God is watching over our
personal lives (and religion teaches
us that He is) then He is also
watching over our commercial
lives.” i

o

It is imperative that all men, and particularly their leader come to
know that no man or group or nation is capable of creating and keeping
world order unless those concerned give priority to unconditional sur-

render to God.

—Charles T. Leber
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