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adequate use of peace and har-
mony, just think of how these
same principles might function
when applied to business.

The owner and manager of a
great business in the state of Kan-
sas asked me to pray for greater
prosperity for his business when
it seemed to be running sadly be-
hind.

“Is there harmony and happi-
ness in your production depart-
ment?”’ I asked.

“Yes,” he replied.

“Is there harmony and team-
work in your sales force?”

“No, alas, it is just the opposite.
There is nothing but jealousy and
discord there.”

“Until that is corrected it would
be idle and futile to pray for you.
Get harmony into your sales force,
and then it will be easy to pray
for your prosperity, for prosperity
will already be on the way, coming
to meet you.”

Now it is going to be just as
hard to get this new science ac-
cepted by business men as it was
difficult to get it accepted by medi-
cal men. This was proven to me
by the look of incredulity in the
business man’s face. He proceeded
to ask, “What relationship does
harmony among salesmen have to
do with increasing sales? I thought
the spirit of competition was the
life of the business.”

“All T know,” T replied,” is that

CLEAR HORIZONS Fall

my father was asked to take charge
of an insurance company which
was rapidly running into failyre,
and the first thing he did was to
call in the agents from all over
the state, and say to them, ‘I want
you henceforth to look upon your-
selves not so much as rival sales-
men but rather as a happy family
all working to help each other out.
If any of you has a grudge
against any other one please get
rid of it now. If the company has
been unjust to you in any way tell
us and we shall try to set it
straight.” The agents went forth
with this new spirit of loyalty and
cooperation and team-work and
doubled their business within a
year.”

“But that might have been an
accident,” replied the other. “Con-
ditions might have been improving
all over that particular year.”

“Some years later my father was
asked to come into another firm
to become manager of agents,” I
replied, ignoring his question. “He
did the same thing, called in the
agents and put the spirit of hat-
mony and team-work into them,
and they went forth and doubled
the business of that company with-
in a year.”

“Well,” replied. the business
man, “that was a coincidence, I
will admit.”

“Then my father was made
president of another insurance
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company,” I continued. “He did
the same thing with the agents of
that company that he had done
with the other two, and they went
forth and doubled the business of
that company within a year.”

The business man stared at me.
“When a thing happens once,” I
continued, “it might be called an
accident. When it happens the
second time it might be called a
coincidence. But when it happens
the third time it should be accept-
ed as a law of God.”

“I guess you are right,” replied
the skeptical business man. “I
shall do my best to see that this

-law is applied to my business here-

after.”

I did not tell this business man
that my father applied this prin-
ciple not only within his own com-
pany but in relationships with all
the other companies with which he
might be considered in competi-
tion. Finding his city filled with in-
surance companies that were doing
cut-throat business with each other,
he invited the presidents of all
these rival companies to take lunch
with him. After that they met every
Tuesday and they always made
father sit at the head of the table
as director of this new spirit of
cooperation. This was in the city
of Des Moines, the greatest insur-
ance center in America west of
Hartford and New York City. As
long as father remained in the

insurance business and presided at
these gatherings, all the insurance
companies in the state of Iowa
prospered,

The principle underlying this I
have had the opportunity to see
applied time after time on the
athletic field. The following inci-
dent will reveal the secret of the
power that is hidden in this law:

One day a football team came
into my office.

“We are going to play a great
team tonight under the arc lights,
and the papers say we will lose by
a 40 to O score,” said the captain
to me. “We have the jitters, and
we want you to steady us.”

I went over to the electric light
and although it was broad daylight,
pressed the button and the light
flashed on.

“See this light, how easily it was
turned on? No effort on my part,
save the mere pushing of a button.”
They nodded.

“If you look into the wiring in-
side you will find there is a break
in the connection at one point. The
pressing of the button closes that
break. Now, fellows, if there is
any break in your connection, if
there is any fellow who hates an-
other on the squad, if there is an-
tagonism or selfishness, cut it out
right now; that turns off the
switch. If there is anyone who has
an inordinate desire to outshine
all his fellows among you, that



4 CLEAR HORIZONS Fall .

causes another break. My wish is
that each of you fellows tonight
will press yourself into the con-
nection.” I paused a minute. “If
any one of you has contact with
the source of the power way up
there in the hills, all the better.
Then there may be infinite power
released in the game tonight.”

When the team went on the field
that night the coach, a thick-
necked, rough and tumble fellow,
who brooked no sentimentality,
said, “Now boys, put on your fight-
ing faces . . . put on your fighting
faces.”

Then turning to one standing
near he said, “Look at them—
they have about as much fight in
them as a bunch of sheep. They
look as peaceful as a bunch of
cows going out to eat grass. No
wonder we have lost all of our
games !”

That night the team played as
no other football team of that col-
lege had ever played before.

When people read of the vaca-
tions that Thomas Edison, Henry
Ford, Harvey Firestone, and John
Burroughs used to have together
they naturally thought of this as
an ordinary hunting and fishing
trip, such as a great many business
men seek when they go for a rest
from their work. But this was in
reality a coming together of kin-
dred souls and agreeing together, if
we understand that term in the

way that Jesus meant it when he
said, “Where two or three come
together and agree, there am I in
the midst of them.” Stanley Jones
gathers two-hundred choice souls
together in what is called an Ash-
ram and I gather people together
in what is called a Camp Farthest
Out, and our purpose is just the
same as that of these four men: to
gather together in human fellow-
ship and agree together in divine
consecration, so that Christ can
come into our midst. Any group
that could have for its leader such
a great spiritual soul as John Bur-
roughs, who went farther than any
of us in finding God in nature,
would be fortunate and blessed.

I understand that there existed
for some time a group of Chicago
men who came together frequent-
ly who were called the Big Six.
Among these men were Thomp-
son, Parmalee, Wrigley and pos-
sibly Walgreen. While spiritual
matters were probably not dis-
cussed in any open way, never the
less these men found that some
sort of hidden power came into
their lives and their work by
merely coming together in harmony
and loyal fellowship, and agreeing
together.

Over and over again I have
seen this principle applied with re-
markable effects in both athletics
and business. But there are other
principles beside this principle of
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cooperation and team-work that
have proven as vital in the proper
conducting of business as the law
of gravity and the law of the tides
are vital in the conducting of the
processes of this earth. Golden
Rule Nash discovered one when he
discovered that a fair wage to his
employees lifted his business from
failure into a fair profit for him-
self. Vash Young discovered an-
other when he decided to devote
half his time to helping others with-
out expectation of reward, only to
find that his selling power in the
hours he did devote to it was multi-
plied thirty and sixty and one-
hundred fold. A. R. Maulsby dis-
covered another principle when he
converted his salesmen into coun-
sellors of their customers and in-
stead of using high-powered meth-
ods to produce more sales they be-
came students of their needs and
protectors of their interest and
more often, urged them to buy less
than to buy more. The result was,
they doubled their customers and
doubled their sales and multiplied
the friendliness and happiness of all.

Another principle was discov-
ered by Baldwin, of the Baldwin
Locomotives when his business
seemed failing, and he began tith-
ing telling his protesting partners
that what he gave the Lord was
his one safe investment. Another
principle was discovered by Mar-
shall Field who in spite of all his

competitors, never advertized in
the Sunday papers, a principle
which was followed with similar
results by the George L. Dayton
Company of Minneapolis. One of
these companies has become the
greatest of its kind in the north-
west, and the other, the greatest
in the world.

The one great underlying Prin-
ciple behind all these principles,
the one great Common Denomina-
tor upon which all permanent and
enduring success is built, is the
eternal, infinite, unchangeable law :
“Unless the Lord buildeth the
house, they labor in vain that build
it.” The principles outlined here
are merely doorways by which
God was permitted to enter more
or less into the business as a part-
ner. Not any of the practices sug-
gested here are infallible or even
positively essential for success.
Only as they were applied with
sincerity and conviction, in ways
that brought God in as Senior
Partner of the business were they
especially effective. But just as
medicine has commenced to be
revolutionized through the discov-
ery of psychosomatics may we not
foresee a similar revolution in busi-
ness, especially if we hope to see
our present economic order survive
permanently, in which the laws of
God will be applied more sincerely
and faithfully in the affairs of ,
business?




( Therefore, to be natural means to be spiritual.

“What Do You Mean—‘Be Natural’?”’

Albert G. Butzer

4 E natural!”"—what do we
B mean? Most obviously
we of course mean—be
yourself! Be your own simple,
natural self. Don’t try to be some-
one else who is by nature quite dif-
ferent from yourself. Don’t live
as if you were acting a part—as-
suming a role in a play for which
you were never cast. Don’t put on
airs.

Some time if you wish to give
yourself to an interesting and re-
warding bit of Bible study, read
Paul’s immortal classic on love,
especially such phrases as these—
Love is not boastful or conceited.
It does not behave unbecomingly.
Love makes no parade, gives itself
no airs. A good positive transla-
tion of all these negatives might
well be this — love is always
natural.

Nor is this matter of being
natural the relatively unimportant
affair which many of us have pre-
sumed it to be. The best authorities
on human behavior and personality
development insist with emphatic
unanimity that to achieve a whole-
some, healthy self, a unified, thor-
oughly integrated, happy, har-
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monious self—we must be natural.
That is, we must cease vainly try-
ing to reject ourselves—and fool-
ishly trying to be someone else—
and thereby creating a ceaseless
conflict within ourselves with all
its wretched consequences. So if
that's what we mean when we say
—be natural! be yourself! be your
own simple, sincere self |—then we
had better do just that — be
natural !

We all know that there is a
moral nature to the universe just
as there is a physical nature. All
this is an inseparable part of our
nature as human beings. It is
natural for us, whether we like it
or not. Therefore to be natural—
not superficially but fundamentally
natural, we must be moral. We
must direct the physical to go along
with and not run counter to our
moral natures and the moral nature
of life itself. For naturally we are
not animal—we are moral. In that
sense and in that sense alone dare
we heed the injunction—be nat-
ural.

But to get at the innermost
meaning of this question—“What
do you mean—be natural”—to get

From Current Religious Thought, December, 1944, Used by permission of the
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at the heart of it we must go down
still deeper into our natures—way
in—where deep calleth unto deep.
When we do that, aren’t we com-
pelled to admit that above all we
have a spiritual nature? As we
come to grips with ourselves—our
real selves—in life’'s most solemn
and serious moments, don’t we
hear a mysterious echo of the
psalmist’s cry within our souls—
“As the heart panteth after the
waterbrooks, so panteth my soul
after Thee, O God. My soul thirst-
eth for God, for the living God.”
Indeed, must we not acknowledge
even against our stubborn wills the
inescapable truth of Augustine’s
familiar prayer—“O Lord, thou
hast made us for Thyself and our
souls are restless until they find
their rest in Thee.”

That’s what we are, above every-
thing else—and beyond everything
else we are spiritual. Therefore to
be natural on the highest plane,
means to be spiritual. It means that
we must see that all this trying to
be natural on lower levels, all this
running away from God—all this
trying to live by bread alone or on
the husks which the swine did eat
is not natural for us. It is not
normal. It is utterly abnormal and
that fact is at the bottom of more
of our abnormalities of personality
than many of us are inclined to
think. And until we penitently ac-

knowledge before God—and not
only with our lips but with our
lives—that the spiritual is natural
for us, we shall never realize that
blessed naturalness of life which is
a thing of beauty and a joy for-
ever,

Isn’t it amazingly strange that it
takes a war to make some of us
realize how natural the spiritual
can be and should be for us. Aren'’t
many of us discovering right now
that the most natural thing in the
world for us to do is to pray—to
pray for those we love who are in
dangerous places—and to pray for
peace as we have never prayed for
it before. And if more of us faced
life more earnestly and grappled
with its problems more unselfishly
and sacrificially, then we too would
know for ourselves that to be
natural means to be spiritual.

Long ago there lived one, the
Master of life and of death—who
was and is the world’s supreme spir-
itual natural. And by looking to
Him, by learning of Him, by
living with Him, by loving
Him with all our hearts and
minds and serving Him most faith-
fully we too through Him can dis-
cover that to be natural — really
natural — means to be spiritual.
Then one day when we go hence,
people may say of us—he was
a natural—a spiritual natural.



( Putting God's earth more completely
at the service of all mankind.

Practical Religion in the World
of Tomorrow

Henry A.

HERE are three great phi-

'l losophies in the world today.
The first, based on the su-
premacy of might over right, says
that war between nations is in-
evitable until such time as a single
master race dominates the entire
world and everyone is assigned his
daily task by an arrogant, self-
appointed Fuehrer. The second—
the Marxian philosophy—says that
class warfare is inevitable until
such time as the proletariat comes
out on top, everywhere in the
world, and can start building a so-
ciety without classes. The third—
which we in this country know as
the democratic Christian philoso-
phy—denies that man was made
for war, whether it be war between
nations or war between classes, and
asserts boldly that ultimate peace
is inevitable, that all men are
brothers, and God is their Father.
This democratic philosophy per-
vades not only the hearts and minds
of those who live by the Christian
religion, both Protestant and Cath-
olic, but of those who draw their

Wallace

inspiration from Mohammedanism,
Judiasm, Hinduism, Confucianism,
and other faiths. When we look be-
neath the outer forms, we find that
all these faiths, in one way or an-
other, preach the doctrine of the
dignity of each individual human
soul, the doctrine that God intend-
ed man to be a good neighbor to
his fellow man, and the doctrine
of the essential unity of the entire
world.

Only through religion and edu-
cation can the freedom-loving indi-
vidual realize that his greatest
private pleasure comes from serv-
ing the highest unity, the general
welfare of all. This truth, the
essence of democracy, must capture
the hearts of men over the entire
world if human civilization is not
to be torn to pieces in a series of
wars and revolutions far more
terrible than anything that has yet
been endured.

It is my belief that democracy is
the only true expression of Chis-
tianity ; but if it is not to let Chris-
tianity down, democracy must be

“Practical Religion in the World of Tomorrow” by Henry A. Wallace. From
Christian Bases of World Order. Copyright, 1943, Used by permission of the

publisher, Abingdon-Cokeshury Press.
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tremendously more efficient than it
has been in the service of the com-
mon man, and in resistance to sel-
fish pressure groups.

I believe in the democratic doc-
trine—the religion based on the
social message of the prophets, the
heart insight of Christ, and the
wisdom of the men who drew up
the Constitution of the United
States and adopted the Bill of
Rights. By tradition and by struc-
ture we believe that it is possible
to reconcile the freedom and rights
of the individual with the duties
required of us by the general wel-
fare. We believe in religious toler-
ance and the separation of church
and state, but we need to light
again the old spirit to meet the
challenge of new facts.

The gospel of Christ was to feed
the hungry, clothe the naked, com-
fort the sick, and visit those who
were in hard luck. He said that
treating your neighbor decently
was the way to show that you
loved God. The neighborhood of
Christ’s day was a few miles in
diameter. Today the airplane has
made the whole world a neighbor-
hood. The Good-Neighbor policy,
whether at home or abroad, is a
Christian policy. Those who preach
isolationism and hate other nations
are preaching a modified form of
Prussian Nazism, and the only out-

come of such preaching will be
war.

Christianity is not star-gazing or
foolish idealism. Applied on a
worldwide scale, it is intensely
practical. Bread cast upon the
waters does return. National
friendships are remembered. Help
to starving people is not soon for-
gotten.

We of the Western democracies
must demonstrate the practicality
of our religion. We must extend a
helping hand to China and India;
we must be firm and just with
Prussia; we must deal honestly
and fairly with Russia, and be
tolerant and even helpful as she
works out her economic problems
in her own way; we must prove
that we ourselves can give an ex-
ample, in our American democratic
way, of full employment and full
production for the benefit of the
common man.

By collaborating with the rest of
the world to put productive re-
sources fully to work, we shall
raise our own standard of living
and help to raise the standard of
living of others. It is not that we
shall be taking the bread out of the
mouths of our own children to feed
the children of others, but that we
shall cooperate with everyone to
call forth the energies of everyone,
to put God’s earth more complete-
ly at the service of all mankind.
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Love Divine

Flora Jones Seaman

Love is the most luminous thing in the world,

Yet the darkness comprehendeth it not.

Love is a thing invisible;

Yet it shines most visibly in the faces

Of those where love dwells.

Love shines in the darkness,

Giving illumination to those who have lost their way.
Love solves problems, answers all questions.

Love never speaks in an unknown tongue,

Yet speaks in all languages.

Love never chides—never condemns;

Yet in its Presence, '

Errors suddenly stand revealed,

Like shadows on a wall—without substance—
Reflecting the lesser self,

Fleeting when the soul becomes sufficiently transparent
To let the Light shine through.

Love is the Hand of God

Leading the spirit up the stairs of Time.

Love is patient with all stumbling,

Strengthening most when fainting most.

Love touches all burdens with a magic touch,

Leaving the pilgrim lightened and unencumbered.
Though Faith fails and doubts prevail,

And Hope silently departs,

Love is still there.

Love waits patiently, steadfastly;

And when at length the spirit recovers

And awakens to the full consciousness of Love,

Faith revives, is enkindled;

Leaps into Flame; is transformed into Knowledge.
Then Peace comes—the peace that passeth understanding.
Suddenly, the ascent is won; and the disciple

Sees the golden doors of the Temple

Swing open.

( You need to know with your sub-conscious

mind that Jesus heals today.

Christ Heals Us Today

Frank C. Laubach

HOSE caught in the coils of

l intolerable disease and pain

beyond the reach of medical
science desire relief and cure; they
are not satisfied by explanations.
What, if anything, can Jesus do
for them? They want a straight
answer, So this is the answer: He
desires to cure our bodies, and he
will do it if we yield him full faith,
and full surrender. This he prom-
ised over and over again. He never
refused to cure any person who
came to him. He never doubted
that it was the Father’s will for
them to be well. He was sure, and
he cured at once!

Eighteen times the Gospel ac-
counts tell of great multitudes that
came to Jesus and “He laid his
hands on every one of them and
healed them . . .. He healed them
all . . .. He healed every sickness
and disease.” There were no in-
curables. The man full of leprosy
was cleansed, the man born blind
received sight, the woman bowed
down eighteen years was made
straight. The fever of a sick
woman was rebuked; another
woman was loosed from the bonds
of Satan, and it was when she

stood straight that she glorified
God. The six recorded Sabbath
healings of Jesus reveal a Creator
who could not rest even on Sunday
when any of his handiwork was
marred with disease. Qur guaran-
tee of the healing will of God are
the words with which Jesus end-
ed his healing interviews. “Receive
thy sight . . . Be opened . . . Be
clean . . . Arise and walk . . . Thou
art loosed from thy plague.”

What interests us more is that
cures as wonderful as those of
Jesus are happening today by
using his name. They occur in
such widely diverse groups as the
Christian Scientists, Roman Catho-
lics, Episcopalians, Unity, Baptists,
Methodists, Congregationilists,
Christian Missionary  Alliance,
Brethren, Evangelicals, and Zion-
ists. There are many groups to
which sick people may send letters
asking for healing prayer. All of
these, no matter what their differ-
ences in other respects, demand
two things:

The sick person must be (1)
perfectly receptive and (2) per-
fectly responsive. Remember what
Jesus said: “Thy faith hath made

From You Are My Friends, by: Frank C. Laubach, Harper and Brothers, N. Y.

Copyright 1942,

11



12 CLEAR HORIZONS Fall

thee whole.” The patient must be
perfectly willing for God to heal
him so that his will and God’s will
merge into one; then the arc closes
and the healing flows like a current
of electricity. Briefly, give God
your full attention and your full
surrender. In the words of the
psychologists, who gets your at-
tention gets you.

Frequently cures occur when de-
vout friends help with their pray-
ers. Undoubtedly special prayer
groups can work miracles of heal-
ing, but no special prayer group
is necessary. The patient and one
friend may pray together without
formality. Our Lord’s words are
as mighty today as they were when
he first spoke them: “If two of you
shall agree on earth as touching
any thing that they shall ask, it
shall be done for them of my
Father which is in Heaven.” Mu-
tual agreement is imperative ; those
who are praying completely sur-
render their wills to God’s will,
and trust him as a babe trusts its
mother.

There are also healings where
neither healer nor prayer group
help the invalid. The patient may
find contact for himself, possibly
through quiet meditation or per-
haps through a vision. Dorothy
Derin of England describes how
she was cured (almost instantly)
of long-standing diabetes and tu-
berculosis. She was lying in bed

slowly dying of these two diseases,
when she received the Holy Com-
munion from her Anglican parish
priest. Shortly after she had a
vision of-Christ, who lifted her by
the hand and assured her that she
would be healed and would become
his witness that he is still healing
sickness in our day. Quickly she
became wholly well. When this
happened there was no other per-
son present—although individuals
had been praying for her.

It is true that such astonishing
faith cures are uncommon, but so
is perfect surrender of body and
soul to God uncommon. I recall
telling a group of young people,
“The price of spiritual power is
absolute unconditional surrender
to God.” One of the young men
said frankly, “I cannot take him
on those terms.” Many people, less
frank, try to keep hidden reserva-
tions which they do not mention
even to God. He who asks for
God’s health must give him every
last corner of the soul.

But we must avoid insisting
upon any one factor as utterly in-
dispensable. For example, we must
not suppose it depends upon the-
ology. The Roman Catholics and
the Christian Scientists are far
apart in theological beliefs, yet
countless cures occur in both
groups. You can see the records
of over ten thousand cures placed
by gratefully restored patients on
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the walls of an old church in
Mexico City. If you desire the
verifiable records of Christian
Science they will send them to you.
These latter say that pain and sick-
ness are illusions. They are right
this far at least: the belief that
God desires us to suffer is an
tllusion. He desires us to be wholly
well, from center to circumfer-
ence. That is what he came to
earth for, died for, and lives for
now. And the cure begins in the
body, as soon as we allow him to
cure the soul.

Possibly every reader of these
pages has some personal knowl-
edge of miracles equally striking.
At least I have. A missionary
friend of mine in India, who does
not desire her name in print, had
tuberculosis of the spine. Three
inches in the middle of the spine
were destroyed and three inches
at the lower extremity. Her doctor
sent her to a country house to die.
Devout friends prayed for her
fervently. One day she suddenly
felt a warm glow pass up her spine,
and she cried, “I am well!” and
leaped to her feet. She could walk!
Her doctor took her before a New
York medical association and said,
“Before this happened I was an
atheist. Now I am an earnest
Christian.” The cure was perma-
nent, for she still is an active mis-
sionary at more than sixty years
of age.

So miracles happen. The vast
majority of Christians do not per-
form them, though Jesus said we
should. There are many alibis, but
they all sidestep the issue. One
man says that the remarkable ad-
vances of science like the radio
and the airplane are miracles, that
scooping a tumor from the brain
and sewing up a wounded heart
are modern miracles. Another says
that the rebirth of a lost soul is
the really important miracle, and
that this miracle happens daily. A
third says that the gift of healing
is granted to only a few favored
individuals. Of course this is true,
but why? Is it an innate gift? Were
Peter, Philip, and Paul born with
it? You will agree that they would
never have thought of healing if
Jesus had not told them to do it.
Clearly these men reached a level
of devotion to Christ where the
healing power began to glow. The
analogy of an electric arc light fits
the facts. When sufficient current
passes through, the arc light melts
a piece of steel as though it were
beeswax. The impossible becomes
easy.

“But what shall I do, here and
now,” says some sick man, “to be
relieved from this agony ?”

This is what you must do: you
must be sure, from the very bottom
of your subconscious mind, that
Christ heals diseases today. That
is the fundamental requisite, as far
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as you are concerned.

Professor Glenn Clark writes:
“Dr. Alexis Carrel's wife was
holding in her arms a woman dying
of cancer of the throat, at Lourdes.
Looking across the room at the
suffering people, the woman for-
got her own suffering and started
praying for the others. There
was a miraculous, instantaneous
healing. Mrs. Carrel felt the life
flow into her own body, as well as
the patient’s. She was a nurse at
Lourdes before marrying Dr. Car-
rel. He told me of this incident.”

Professor Glenn Clark describes
miracles which he himself saw, in
his book How te Find Health
Through Prayer, Chapter 7. Dr. E.
Stanley Jones describes miracles he
has seen, and his own miraculous
recovery through prayer. Ten
thousand other illustrations could
easily be gathered.

Time after time those who are
healed testify, as did the woman in
Mrs. Carrel’'s arms, that they
stopped worrying about themselves,
and fixed their whole thought on
Christ. They “let go and let God,”
realizing that God is like Christ
and that Christ always made every-
body well who was willing to be
well. God desires us to be well. So
we get well, not by straining or
“wrestling” with God, but by al-

lowing him to do what he has been
*

*

waiting for a chance to do. Let
him have you; let him heal!

Of course you are not good
enough, but then nobody is good
enough. Healing does not depend
upon your past record—not in the
least. He accepts your yielding in-
stead of goodness. Without yield-
ing, nobody is good enough. By
yielding, everybody is good enough.
That is what grace means. Starr
Daily, one of the wickedest crim-
inals of our generation, let go
when he was almost dead, and at
that moment he was cured of five
“incurable” diseases at once. He
was far worse than you are, and
was cured instantly !

Now you know, yet you need to
read this over until you know with
your subconscious mind. That por-
tion of our minds is stubborn. An
old woman listening to a radio for
the first time, exclaimed, “You
can’t fool me; that’s a fraud.” An
old mind has the habit of rebelling
against new facts. Beware that your
old mind-set does not block God.
Some of us are so averse to chang-
ing our minds, that we would
rather argue with Dr. Carrel than
be well! The secret is opening the
soul wide open, without an “if” or
“but” or “except” —absolute re-
ceptivity and response, a channel
wide enough for His healing power

to flow.
*

Life’s field will yield as we make it, a harvest of thorns or of

flowers.

—Alice Carey

( To believe in God's protection is to possess it.

God’s Ocean

Elsie K. Powell

UR ship was enveloped in
O dense clouds and the fog-
horn blew its blasts,

Acquaintances stopped to speak
as they walked by us on the deck.
They said they were always afraid
of fog.

In years gone by I too would
have dreaded such a fog and feared
it, but now—knowing that to be-
lieve in God’s protection is to
possess it—I knew that we were
safe.

Over the edge of the ship at the
small band of water visible below
I was looking when it occurred to
me that the mists were out of
place. They were frightening peo-
ple and were performing no neces-
sary function directed by the Great
Lawgiver of the Perfect Law of
Life, in the same way that we men
and women are out of harmony to
those about us if we disobey the
Great Abiding Law of Love.

I felt it was God’s wish that the
fog should rise. So with His will
within me it immediately receded
from the ship. :

I began to wonder at this strange
happening and questioned its seem-
ing obedience to my thought,

On to the waters the mists fell
back in haste.

Recognizing my mistake I once

again spoke as embassy of God
knowing with a clear conviction
that He is Master of any fog.

Up and up the mists arose.

Then across my mind spread a
fear that I might not be able to
hold my faith.

The mists fell fast.

With this T realized that God
was manifesting His Ways of
Truth that I might see and know
the workings of His Spiritual
Laws. My heart filled with grati-
tude while with utter confidence
and without a shadow of doubt I
knew that God would lift the fog.

The mist rose rapidly, following
my eyes as I raised them to the far
horizon.

The Knowledge of God’s Close-
ness and His Realness filled my
soul to overflowing. The sea was
entirely free of fog.

Deep in thought these experi-
ences left me. With worship in
my heart I pondered.

These and many like experiences
since with fog on land and sea
have shown me with a deep con-
clusiveness how we are called upon
to do God’s Will in guiding dis-
obedient nature into His Great
Laws of Harmony and Love.

For a long time afterwards I
lacked the courage to tell of this
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to any, knowing that few would
understand. But God did not send
it for me to keep to myself. This
was God’s answer to my many
prayers asking to understand more
definitely His way of healing and
how I could help Him as He needs
my help. Visibly He has shown

that as through faith the mists re-
ceded at His command, so may we
each, in exactly this same way,
help Him to win the war against
disease and evil everywhere.
This, His concrete illustration,
has become my pattern which I
have tried to follow ever since.

(L We believe holiness confers a certain insight.

Worship

Ralph Waldo Emerson

g IS CERTAIN that wor-
I| ship stands in some com-
manding relation to the

health of man, and to his highest
powers, so as to be, in some man-
ner, the source of intellect. All the
great ages have been ages of be-
lief. T mean, when there was any
extraordinary power of perfor-
mance, when great national move-
ments began, when arts appeared,
when heroes existed, when poems
were made, the human soul was
in earnest, and had fixed its
thoughts on spiritual verities, with
as strict a grasp as that of the
hands on the sword, or the pencil
or the trowel. It is true that genius
takes its rise out of the mountains
of rectitude; that all beauty and
power which man covet, are some-

how born out of that Alpine dis-
trict; that any extraordinary de-
gree of beauty in man or woman
involves a moral charm. Thus, I
think, we very slowly admit in
another man a higher degree of
moral sentiment than our own, we
listen suspiciously and very slowly
to any evidence to that point. But,
once satisfied of such superiority,
we set no limit to our expectation
of his genius. For such persons are
nearer to the secret of God than
others; are bathed by sweeter
waters; they hear voices, they see
visions where others are vacant.
We believe that holiness confers a
certain insight because not by our
private, but by our public force,
can we share and know the nature
of things.

From The Conduct of Life, by Ralph Waldo Emerson.

( When the Church universal lives by the will
of God, the G.L.'s attitude will change.

The Soldier and the Church

Roy A. Burkhart

HE Church might come to a

I| sense of its mission by mo-

bilizing its resources for a
vital ministry to those in the arm-
ed services and by preparing for
their return. What other groups of
persons could serve better to awak-
en the Church? The Church that
really comes alive for the soldier
will be alive and inviting for all
classes of civilians.

Attitudes toward the Church
vary greatly. Many of those in the
armed services had no Church re-
lationship whatever before they
joined. If they ignored the Church
before going into the service, it is
not likely they will have an interest
after induction. Roughly 50 per
cent of our population have no re-
ligious affiliations. They are not
anti-church ; they merely live as if
the Church did not exist. Likewise,
they are not atheists; they live as
if there were no God. A recent
Gallup Poll indicated very few
atheists in our population and a
high percentage to believe in im-
mortality.

In a recent issue of the United
States News, a survey was made of
the church attendance in the armed

services. It was the general esti-
mate that about 50 per cent of the
men go to the chapel either occa-
sionally or regularly. This may be
true in combat areas, but from
what I have observed and from
what others report, this would be
far too high with those not in com-
bat. These figures may indicate a
trend toward a churchless type of
religion. Either that, or many be-
lieve in God but let it go with the
belief. They admit the possibility
but live as if it were not really
true.

Many of those in the services
grew up in a religious tradition
and became members of the Church
while young. Then as they grew
beyond the years of junior high,
they began to drift away. Even the
most casual study of the Church
and church school attendance by
ages will reveal fourteen to thirty
as the years lost to the Church.
This is especially true of the Pro-
testant church and the Jewish syn-
agogue, as I can verify from my
own personal observation.

After they get married and have
children, a percentage returns to
active participation in the Church,

From The Church and the Returning Soldier, by Roy A. Burkhart, Harper

and Brothers, 1945.
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