











The Soul’s Sincere Desire

ascend into the mountain — the further we are
removed from the petty ills and troubles in this world
and the closer we are to God and Heaven. As we
start to climb the mountain of prayer the world-
thoughts still cling close around us and we find that
we are kept pretty busy protecting ourselves from
their claims. But as we rise higher, where the vision is
broader and the air is clearer, the petty troubles and
annoyances of this world dwindle in the distance
until, if we continue far enough, we reach the place
where protection against them is no longer needed.
When we finally reach the summit we discover that
all we have to do is to keep our thought on God and
His goodness, and realize that heaven with all its
harmony is round about us here and now, and our
troubles vanish before us like mists before the sun.
This 1s getting “up into the high mountain.” And

- Isaiah tells us how the whole world will “beat their

swords into plowshares, and their spears into prun-
inghooks; nation shall not lift up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war any more,” when
the praying in our churches becomes of this exalted
nature, that 1s to say, when “the mountain of the
Lord’s House shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills;
and all nations shall low unto 1t.”

The references in the Bible to the ““top of the
mountain’ are allegorical references to the highest
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Helps to Praver

For this Joy is omnipotent Power,

Made manifest in man,

Irresistible, infinite, eternal,

Circulating with unfailing regularity and ease

Throughout the vistas of consciousness.

Nothing can possibly prevent the perfect circulation of
this Joy,

For it 1s propelled by Love, and Love i1s omnipotent; for
Love is God.

A Psalm of Inspiration

We know that Love is perfect understanding,

For Love is the light which makes all things clear,

For Love is the giving up of self to the Larger Self,

So that the Larger Self pours through us as through a
channel,

And this activity of Love is perfect Wisdom, is perfect
Understanding,

Bringing perfect Inspiration, perfect Peace, perfect Joy.

When the Larger Self speaks, all knowledge, past, present,
and to come,

Speaks through us without check and without limit,

For that which is in part is passed away,

And that which is perfect has come.

For man, standing rooted in eternal Love, relaxed to its
eternal harmonies,

Makes of himself a conch |

Through which the music of the spheres finds voice and
utterance,

And man, divested of self and expressing Thee,

Stands witness to Thine imperishable Glory.
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Helps to Praver

There never was a need that did not have its own supply
residing within it,

Nor was there ever a question that did not have its own
answer concealed within it,

Nor ever a yearning for Hope or Love but carried its own
fulfillment.

Who would put a seed in the ground and then plant a
stalk in the ground above the seed?

For the stalk grows out of the seed — from within it, never
from without;

So the answer grows out of the question, the fulfillment
out of the need, and the Love out of the yearning.

So ask, with Love, and it shall be answered;
Seek, with Love, and it shall be found;
Knock, with Love, and it shall be opened;
For as air, soil, and water are to the seed,
So is Love to the question, need, and yearning,
For without Love all prayer is as sounding brass or a
tinkling cymbal
That profiteth nothing.
But Love never faileth.
Love casteth out all fear,
Love is perfect understanding.
Love is its own realization,
Its own completion,
Its own fulfiliment.

A Psalm of Guidance

We know, O Father, that man is not responsible for making
plans,

For Thou art the only Designer.

We know that no one ever makes plans;
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